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When I get to our August 
newsletter, I really struggle 
with the content and infor-
mation to bring to you, but 
here it goes anyway. I sure 
hope all of you enjoyed a safe 
and fun Fourth of July week-
end and I know that your 
electric cooperative is always 
part of your family, home or 
business activities providing 

dependable, reliable and affordable electric service. 
We had some hot weather at the end of May and first part 

of June that caused all of us to start up our air condition-
ing systems and we even saw some irrigation pivots running 
during those first hot/dry spells too. Those first blasts of hot 
weather caused us to implement load control throughout 
eastern South Dakota on water heaters, air conditioning sys-
tems, commercial back up generation units and our irrigation 
loads. The ability to control electric loads during peak periods 
provides some huge peak power cost savings for all members 
and those participating get those savings returned in lower off 
peak rates or credits each month. Since those first hot blasts, 
we have had some rain and the weather has moderated, but 
rest assured the hot, dry or humid blasts will be back sometime 
during the dog days of summer. I am a firm believer in keep-
ing the house closed up and the humidity out during these 
warm cycles that we go through. In addition to that, as I watch 
the weather and hear of hot weather and high heat index days 
coming, I tend to turn the thermostat on our cooling system 
down a little to store up some coolness in the house so that we 
can make it through the peak control periods each day know-
ing that my air conditioning system is on load control. 

In the realm of other exciting things to visit with you about, 
any improvements you can make in your home, farm or busi-
ness as it relates to more energy-efficient items always provides 
you with some excellent return on your investment. I heard 
one person mention that when they replaced all their 25-year-
old appliances in their home, they saw a sizeable reduction in 
their monthly energy use. I recently upgraded our home chest-
type freezer from the 1960s vintage unit that we have had for 
nearly 35 years. I will be monitoring the use of the new freezer 
to give you a comparison of the value of new energy-efficient 

appliances. This is going to be exciting material in the next 
couple of months, so stay tuned for that earth shattering news. 

With the hot summer weather comes all the activities 
related to summer fun, work and construction activities that 
each of you have going on. It is a busy time of year up here in 
the Midwest and I wanted to take a few minutes to remind 
each of you that SAFETY around electric lines is of primary 
importance for each of us to take into consideration. I encour-
age all of you to be aware of the environment around you, such 
as overhead power lines, as you move those ladders to paint 
your house, build that new pole shed or raise that farm equip-
ment to spray those fields. 

For those of you who have irrigation systems out there that 
have been running day and night, make sure you shut that 
power off before you work on those motors or the pipe that 
broke after years of use and operation. 

When digging those holes to plant those bargain trees you 
purchased at the local lawn and garden supplier, please take 
time to call 811 to make sure you are not digging into an 
underground power line. 

Train your employees on the farm or at your business to 
keep an eye out for overhead and underground power lines 
when they are out working on their own so that they become 
safety conscious and aware of power lines in their work envi-
ronment. And finally, make sure the power tools and equip-
ment you are using are in good operating condition. Remem-
ber that water and electricity don’t mix so avoid using electric 
power tools or equipment when standing in water or when 
they are wet. 

There are a host of safety tips on our website at southeaster-
nelectric.com or you can also go to www.safeelectricity.org to 
help you avoid an electrical injury in and around your home, 
farm or business. 

As normal during this time of year, we have a host of sum-
mer storms that work their way through our system. Our 
employees do an awesome job keeping your power on and 
restoring your electric service when Mother Nature tears the 
system down. Your calls and help identifying the problems 
always helps us do our jobs quicker and more efficiently. Please 
stay away from any downed power lines and call 1-800-333-
2859 to notify us of any problems or questions you may have.

 Enjoy your summer and I’ll visit with you again next 
month!

This Summer Think Energy 
Efficiency and Electrical Safety

Manager’s Report

Brad Schardin
General Manager
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Title VI – Statement of Nondiscrimination

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regula-
tions and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or admin-
istering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, 
sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/
parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation 
for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by
USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or 
incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 800-
877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimi-
nation Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of 
the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call 866-632-9992. Submit 
your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: 202-690-
7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
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NewsEmployee

Juhnke Earns Journeyman Status 
Jayme Juhnke has completed the Northwest 
Line College course to receive his journeyman 
lineman status. Along with taking this online 
four-year course, students must also accumulate 
8,000 hours of on-the-job training. 

Southeastern congratulates Jayme on com-
pleting this rigorous course and welcomes him 
as a journeyman lineman. 

Southeastern General Manager Brad Schardin, right, 
presents Jayme Juhnke with his certificate.

McCormick Joins SEC
Southeastern is pleased to announce the hiring of Cus-
tomer Service Representative (CSR) Austin McCormick.
Austin’s first day on the job was May 30, 2017, and he is 
working out of the Sioux Falls office. Prior to accepting 
the CSR position at SEC, he was working at Citibank as a 
credit specialist. Austin and girlfriend, Sydney, along with 
their 3-year-old dog Zephyr (boxer mix), moved to Sioux 
Falls from Denver about a year ago. During their time off, 
they enjoy spending time outdoors hiking, biking, camp-
ing, skiing and just about everything else there is to do in 
the great outdoors.

We welcome Dustin to our family at SEC and wish him 
a long enjoyable career with us!   
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Safety Tips

It’s important to remember while enjoying the summer 
weather, while outside or around the home, that there could 
be a variety of electrical hazards lingering. While not obvious 
at first, these issues could cause very serious (and potentially 
fatal) injury through electric shock. 

Below is a list of common outdoor and indoor hazards to 
be aware of this summer.

Outdoor Electrical Safety
Power Line Safety

Stay away from power lines with your body, toys, sticks or 
anything an electrical current could travel down. Power lines 
transport extremely high voltage electrical energy. Venturing 
too close to a power line can create an opportunity for the 
electricity to flow to your body or object resulting in serious 
injury. If you see a fallen power line, call your local electric 
cooperative or 911 immediately.

Outdoor Electrical Receptacles
Ensure all your outdoor electrical receptacles around the 

exterior of your home or shed are covered, clean and dry. If 
water or dirt enters the outlet it can result in electrical surges 
and shocks when the outlet is next used. Receptacle covers can 
be purchased at most home renovation retail stores.

Water and Outdoor Electrical Devices
Keep all power cords, string lights and electrical devices 

away from ponds, swimming pools, hot tubs or sprinklers. 
Summer can lend itself to a lot of splashing and water flying 
through the air. If water comes into contact with an electrical 
device, there is a high risk of electrical shock. Do your best to 
keep electrical devices at a distance from the pool and water 
fights.

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric coopera-
tive (address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, you’ll receive a prize. 
All entries must include your name, age, mailing address and the names of your 
parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

Kids’ Corner Safety Poster

Sara Bertram, 8 years old
Sara is the daughter of Erin and Kari Bertram, Corsica, S.D. 
They are members of Douglas Electric Cooperative, Armour, S.D.

“Don’t fly kites near power lines.”

Summer Electrical Safety Tips
Indoor Electrical Safety
GFCI Outlets

Ensure that you have GFCI’s (ground fault circuit inter-
rupter) outlets installed in certain areas of your home – namely 
rooms with running water (bathroom, kitchen, garage, base-
ment, pool rooms, etc.). These outlets can prevent electrical 
shock from happening with specially designed safety mechanisms.

Circuit Breaker Use
In an emergency, know where your circuit breakers are and 

how to turn them off safely. When a panicked situation occurs, 
it can be easy to become confused and flustered. If you are 
knowledgeable interacting with your circuit breaker, you will 
be more confident in the event of an emergency.

Portable Fan Safety
Before plugging in a fan, make sure that it is clean and there 

are no wires frayed or damaged. Oscillating fans are often stored 
for most of the year. During storage, power cords can become 
damaged and electrical wires exposed. Exposed wires leave you 
vulnerable to electrical shock when the fan is plugged in again.

Air Conditioning Unit Safety
Be sure to have any portable air conditioning units securely 

positioned and electrical cords tucked away. These are tripping 
hazards that can lead to either electrical shock or a heavy unit 
falling down. It’s also important to follow the manufacturers 
instructions on maintaining and servicing the unit to prevent 
damage to the home’s electrical system and personal injury.

It is important to be aware of potential electrical hazards in 
order to identify and avoid them.

Source: www.expertelectric.ca 
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Shoestring Potato Salad
1 cup salad dressing
1/2 tsp. vinegar
Salt and pepper to taste
2 cups cooked, diced chicken
1 cup grated carrots

1 cup diced celery
1/2 diced green pepper
3 oz. slivered almonds
Shoestring potatoes

Mix together salad dressing, vinegar, salt and pepper. 
Add next 5 ingredients; refrigerate overnight. Just before 
serving, add shoestring potatoes.

Doris Miller, Brandon

Chicken Salad
1 cup mayonnaise
1 tsp. paprika
1 tsp. seasoned salt
1-1/2 cups dried cranberries
1 cup chopped celery

2 green onions, chopped
1/2 cup minced green pepper
1 cup chopped pecans
4 cups cubed, cooked chicken 
Ground black pepper to taste

In a medium bowl, mix together mayonnaise with paprika 
and seasoned salt. Blend in dried cranberries, celery, 
onion, bell pepper and pecans. Add chopped chicken; mix 
well. Season with black pepper to taste. Chill 1 hour.

Cortney Reedy, Tea

RecipesReader

Greek Pasta Salad with Cucumber Yogurt Dressing
1/2 cup cucumber, peeled, seeded and diced
1/2 cup plain Greek nonfat yogurt
2 T. light mayonnaise
1 tsp. lemon juice
1 tsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. dill weed
1/2 tsp. oregano

1/2 tsp. Sicilian sea salt
8 oz. pasta, such as cellentani or gemelli
2 cups broccoli florets
1 cup heirloom cherry tomatoes, quartered
1/4 cup thinly sliced red onion
1/4 cup pitted Kalamata olives, quartered
2 T. crumbled feta cheese

For dressing, place cucumber, yogurt, mayonnaise, lemon juice, garlic powder, 
dill, oregano and sea salt in blender container; cover. Blend on high speed 
until smooth. Refrigerate until ready to use. For salad, cook pasta as directed 
on package, adding broccoli during the last 1 minute of cooking. Rinse under 
cold water; drain well. Place cooked pasta, broccoli, tomatoes and onions in 
large bowl. Add dressing; toss gently to coat. Top with olives and feta cheese. 
Serve immediately or refrigerate until ready to serve. Makes 8 servings

Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 151, Total Fat 3g, Sodium 274mg, 
Cholesterol 2mg, Carbohydrates 25g, Dietary Fiber 2g, Protein 6g

Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Peach Jello Salad
1-1/2 cups crushed Ritz crackers
1/2 cup margarine, melted
3/4 cup plus 4 T. sugar, divided
2 (3 oz.) boxes peach jello
Juice from peaches plus water to 

equal 3 cups total

1 (29 oz.) can sliced peaches
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, 

softened
1 T. milk 
3/4 cup whipped topping

Mix cracker crumbs, margarine and 4 T. sugar together; 
press into a 9x13-inch pan. Bake at 350°F. for 10 
minutes. Cool. Boil juice from peaches and water. Stir 
in jello to dissolve. Chill until slightly congealed. Cream 
together cream cheese, remaining sugar and milk. Fold in 
whipped topping. Spread on cooled crust. Lay peaches on 
top. Pour congealed jello over peaches. Chill until set. 

Debbie Hinman, Carter

Coleslaw
6 to 7 cups chopped cabbage, 

carrots, red or green pepper, 
celery or onion

1/2 cup water
1/2 cup white wine vinegar
1 cup sugar

Place chopped vegetables in bowl. Boil water, vinegar and 
sugar; pour hot mixture over all. Refrigerate. Keeps up to 
1 month in refrigerator.

Jan Nelson, Belle Fourche

Mom’s Cranberry Salad
1 quart cranberries, grind when 

frozen
2 cups sugar
1 pkg. orange jello

1 cup hot water
1 cup ground celery
2 cups ground apples

Combine cranberries and sugar; let stand overnight. 
Dissolve jello in hot water; chill until thickened. Stir in 
cranberries, celery and apples. May substitute lemon jello.

Verna Nelson, Wakonda

Blueberry Salad
1 (21 oz.) can blueberry pie filling
1 can crushed pineapple, drained
1 can mandarin oranges, drained

1 (14 oz.) can sweetened 
condensed milk

1 (8 oz.) container Cool Whip

Combine all ingredients; refrigerate.

Alberta Olson, Piedmont

Succulent 
Salads

Please send 
your favorite 
garden pro-
duce , pasta 
or slow cooker 
recipes to your 
local electric 
cooperative 
(address found 
on Page 3). 
Each recipe 
printed will 
be entered 
into a draw-
ing for a prize 
in December 
2017. All 
entries must 
include your 
name, mailing 
address, tele-
phone number 
and coopera-
tive name.
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Board Summary Report
The board of directors of Southeastern 
Electric Cooperative met on Thursday, 
June 22, 2017, with all directors present 
except Lynell Hofer and Daryl Terveen. 
Also present were Manager Brad Schar-
din, Attorney Alan Peterson and staff 
members John McDonald, John Euch-
ner, Todd Nelson and Mark Neu. 

Manager Schardin in his report 
reviewed with the board the following 
items: 

• Discussed the upcoming ballot 
in Lincoln County on wind tower set 
backs. 

• Reviewed the upcoming franchise 
renewals and territorial issues with Xcel 
Energy. 

• Discussed questions from POET 
on the amendment to the electric service 
agreement and bids for the revisions to 
the entry at the Sioux Falls office.

• Reviewed with the board the op-
tion of seeking a second term as a CFC 
director. 

• Commented on the request from 
NRECA for some dirt as part of their 
75th anniversary celebration. 

• Discussed procedures being fol-
lowed regarding requests from law en-
forcement to mount surveillance cameras 
on co-op poles. 

• Updated the board on renewable 
energy credits and possible programs for 
the membership.

• Informed the board the date of the 
Sioux Empire Fair Ag Appreciation Day 
and East River Electric’s plan to conduct 
a member survey later this year. 

• Reviewed the circulation folder and 

various member-
related issues.

CFO John 
McDonald reviewed 
his written report 
and the preliminary 
financial report for 
May 2017. 

Operations Manager John Euchner 
reviewed his written report along with 
the outage and safety reports. He also 
commented on discussion at a recent 
safety meeting and a Federated loss 
control visit. 

Marketing and Member Services 
Manager Mark Neu reviewed his writ-
ten report, commented on load control 
during May and noted the benefits of 
changing air-conditioner control from 
15on/15off to 20on/10off. 

Consumer Relations and IT Manager 
Todd Nelson reviewed his written report 
and reported on the implementation of 
the new rate schedules, landlords trying 
to use the co-op to resolve delinquent 
renters and demonstrated how to access 
files available on Google Drive. 

 In his legal report, Attorney Peterson 
commented on an Ohio case involving 
the ash borer infestation and tree trim-
ming issues and freedom of speech liber-
ties afforded employees that are members 
of a union. 

The board acted on the following 
motions: 

• A motion was made and seconded 
to authorize Attorney Peterson to attend 
the SDREA Legal Seminar in Oacoma 

on July 13-14 on behalf of the coopera-
tive. Motion carried.

• A motion was made and seconded 
to approve to have management make 
preliminary inquiries with the Lennox 
School on the availability of their facili-
ties for the evening of June 7, 2018, and 
reserve them if available. Motion carried.

• A motion was made and seconded 
to authorize the board president to cast 
the cooperative’s ballot for candidate 
Gary Kluthe for the RESCO director 
election.

• A motion was made and seconded 
to approve policies 202, 608 and 610 as 
presented. Motion carried.

• A motion was made and seconded to 
select Heeren and C. Hofer as the voting 
delegate and alternate, respectively, and 
authorize all directors to attend the East 
River Electric annual meeting on behalf 
of the cooperative. Motion carried.

• A motion was made and seconded 
to select Holmberg and Terveen as the 
delegate and alternate, respectively, for 
the NRECA/CFC/Federated regional 
and district meetings in Minneapolis. 
Motion carried. 

The next regular monthly meeting 
will be held on Friday, July 21, 2017, at 
the Marion office.

A Busy Start to 2017
NewsBoard

OPENING FOR WORK ORDER SUPERVISOR

Southeastern Electric Cooperative, Inc. is accepting applications for a work order supervisor in our rural Sioux Falls office located at exit 68 on I-29. 
This position requires a self-motivated individual to check staking sheets with related material charge outs, verify direct charges to work orders, close work 
orders and prepare inventories of completed work orders and summaries of special equipment purchases on a monthly basis. Prior experience with an 
electric cooperative preferred along with a strong background in related software applications, such as NISC.

Full-time regular position with excellent benefit plan and salary commensurate with experience and qualifications. Bachelor’s degree (B. A.) from a 
four-year college or university or one to two years related experience and/or training; or equivalent combination of education and experience required.

For an application and job description, visit www.southeasternelectric.com or contact John McDonald at 800-333-2859 or john@southeastern.coop. 
Application deadline is July 31, 2017. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, national origin, disability or veteran status.
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Each month, Southeastern Electric ask members to send in their favor-
ite recipes to showcase them in our newsletter. Those that send in recipes 
then have a chance to win a $10 credit to their bill from the drawings we 
hold each month. In June though, before the annual meeting, we draw for 
the grand prize winner from all who have sent recipes in for that year and 
Emily Luikens of Tea was this year’s winner.

It’s been said that some things never grow old and that can be true 
for people and cooking. For Emily, those words are evident in her life. 
Growing up in Scotland, S.D., she can remember watching both her 
mother and grandmother baking and cooking away in the kitchen. Even 
today, her grandmother of 92 years young and still living on the family 
farm in Waverly, S.D., helps plan and prepare meals and baked goods for 
the family. She recalls many times asking her for recipes and the answer is 
always the same. “Oh I don’t know. I just put a little bit of this and a dash 
of that. I really don’t have a recipe,” replies her grandmother. Big family 
gatherings for Christmas and special occasions are some of Emily’s fondest 
memories. She reminisces about those events and how much fun they all 
have working in the kitchen and playing games together. 

Emily stays extremely busy with both her jobs working full-time at 
Avera McKennan FitKids Child Care Center and for JCPenny Portraits 
as a photographer. But her passion is photography. She spends a lot of her 
time doing shoots for engagements, sporting events and outdoor, scenic 
photos. She has even sold some of her photos to be used on greeting cards 
and made into prints.

Emily has lived in her apartment in Tea for seven years but she still 
longs for those days on the farm where she is able to spend time working 
in the kitchen with her mom and grandmother. 

 

Enchilada Casserole
2 lbs. hamburger
Chopped onions
Garlic salt, salt and pepper, to taste
1 small can green chiles (optional) 
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 can cream of mushroom soup

Brown hamburger and chopped onions; add garlic salt, 
salt and pepper to taste. Add small can of green chilies. In 
a sauce pan, mix together chicken soup, mushroom soup, 
enchilada sauce and fill the empty can with milk. Heat all, 
but DO NOT BOIL. Grease 2-quart casserole dish with 
cooking spray. Line bottom of casserole with two tortilla 
shells. Layer hamburger on shells. Layer enchilada sauce on 
top of hamburger. Repeat layer of shells, layer of hamburger, 
layer of sauce and continue until hamburger and sauce are 
gone. Top with your choice of shredded cheese. Bake at 
350° for 30 minutes.

Snickerdoodle Bars

1 cup butter, softened 
2 cups brown sugar
2 eggs
1/2 tsp. salt 
2 tsp. baking powder 

Cream together butter, brown sugar and eggs. Add salt, 
baking powder, vanilla and flour. Put batter in a 9 by 13-
inch greased pan. Mix together white sugar and cinnamon 
and sprinkle on top of batter. Bake at 350° for 20 to 25 
minutes or until golden brown.

1 can enchilada sauce (mild)
1 soup can milk
Tortilla shells
Shredded cheese 
    (your choice of flavor)

2 tsp. vanilla 
2-2/3 cups flour
1/8 cup white sugar  
2 T. of cinnamon

A Timeless Tradition

SEND US YOUR RECIPES
Cooking and baking is a time-honored tradition and 
it seems those are the memories that stay with most of 
us the longest. If you would like to share some of your 
favorite recipes and want a chance to win a $10 credit 
on a monthly bill or have a chance to be drawn for the 
grand prize of a $75 gift card, please email them to 
brett@southeastern.coop or mail to:

Southeastern Electric Cooperative
Attn: Brett Snyders
P.O. Box 250,
Salem SD 57058

NewsMember
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In recent years, the board of directors at 
Charles Mix Electric Association in Lake Andes, 
S.D., had noticed an alarming and growing trend.

As agricultural equipment grew in size as new 
models were developed, it was getting dangerously 
close to power lines.

“In our case, at a board meeting, we were 
discussing a situation where an implement wound 
up in the line in our territory,” said Russell Gall, 
general manager for the cooperative in south central 
South Dakota. “It was obviously a very large piece 
of equipment that got tangled up in the neutral.”

The operator called the co-op immediately and 
stayed in the implement until the equipment could 

Reaching Out

be safely removed from the line.
As the board discussed the incident and the dan-

gerous situation caused because of the equipment’s 
size, they talked about what could be done. Co-ops 
were already engaged in providing safety reminders 
about using caution around electric lines.

But the board wanted to take it a step further. 
They wanted to deliver their concerns to the com-
panies that were designing and creating the behe-
moths of machinery.

“The board agreed to develop a resolution that 
would instruct NRECA to start conversations with 
national equipment manufacturers to raise aware-
ness of line heights and the scale of the equipment,” 

mower Races (June11 in 

Nemo Outhouse Races

Cooperative Resolution Seeks to Capture 
Attention of Equipment Manufacturers
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said Gall.
By June 1, 2016, the board had 

drawn up a resolution and submit-
ted it to the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association so it could 
be considered at the organization’s 
regional meetings held each fall. At 
the regional meetings, the nation’s 900 
electric cooperatives gather to approve 
resolutions that guide NRECA’s work 
on behalf of the cooperatives.

“I was surprised during the discus-
sion in the resolutions committee, 
almost everyone on the committee had 
a story at their local cooperative where 
they could point to an incident and 
say, ‘yes, this is a problem,’” said Gall.

The resolution eventually wound 
its way through all 10 of the NRECA’s 
regional meetings.

“The resolutions process is a cor-
nerstone of NRECA’s governance, and 
member resolutions provide key direc-
tion to NRECA,” said Kirk Johnson, 
NRECA’s Senior Vice President of 
Government Relations. “The demo-
cratic nature of the resolutions process 
gives every member a voice and helps 
ensure that NRECA adheres to the 
wishes of the membership. As resolu-
tions get adopted, NRECA staff work 
to respond appropriately.”

As the Charles Mix proposal made 
its way through the resolutions pro-
cess, it became apparent this was not 
simply a rural South Dakota issue.

“From what I heard at the different 
regional meetings, there were con-
cerns that this might be too big of an 
issue to take on, but that it was really 
important,” Gall said.

Cooperatives aren’t known to shy 
away from difficult situations.

Next, it headed to the association’s 
annual meeting where all the coopera-
tives gather to review and debate the 
resolutions.

In February, delegates in San Diego approved the 
resolution.

“In the case of the resolution related to agricul-
ture equipment, NRECA will be reaching out to a 
number of manufacturers this summer to express 

the members’ concerns about the increasing height 
of equipment and the safety dangers associated with 
that additional height,” said Johnson.

It’s the start that the CME board envisioned.
“We hope with this resolution that it brings 

these safety concerns with the size of equipment to 
the manufacturers so they keep it in the forefront of 
their minds when designing this large equipment,” 
Gall said.

Reaching Out

Members are pretty good about 
calling and make that arrangement.

(involved process multiple lines...)

KNOW WHAT TO DO IF YOU HIT A POWER LINE

JUMP CLEAR

STAY AWAY

STAY PUT
If your equipment contacts a 
power line, stay inside. DO NOT 
EXIT. Call 911.

If you must exit due to a �re, 
jump from the equipment so 
that no part of your body touches 
the equipment and ground at the 
same time. Hop or shu�e with 
your feet together at least 40 feet 
away.

When you are clear of the area, 
call for help and keep others away. 
DO NOT approach your vehicle                      
again until utility crews and              
emergency responders tell you                            
it is safe.

PoweringYourSafety.com

Among the resolutions considered by delegates to the NRECA 
annual meeting was one that originated in South Dakota 
regarding ag equipment and overhead power lines.



10 August 2017 • COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS

Three local students represented Southeastern 
Electric on this year’s Youth Tour to Washington 
D.C. Grace Quartier of Beresford, Hunter Peters of 
Lennox and Ryan Brockmueller of Freeman were 
able to walk the halls of the United States Capitol 
and job shadow with staff members from Sens. 
Mike Rounds and John Thune’s offices. They also 
had a chance to listen in on committee hearings and 
visit with Rep. Kristi Noem during this week-long 
trip.

These three students were not alone – 39 other 
students from South Dakota and more than 1,800 
students from 45 other states converged on Wash-
ington, D.C., to participate in the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association’s annual electric 
cooperative Youth Tour June 8-15.

The Rural Electric Youth Tour was designed so 
that students would receive the chance to see the 
sights that the Capitol has to offer, as well as giving 
a brief foray into politics and the political process. 

Along with that, Youth Day, which occurs during 
the week, is a chance for the teens to learn more 
about their own local cooperative and the role rural 
electricity plays. 

This year’s tour consisted of in-depth touring 
of national treasures such as Arlington National 
Cemetery, Mount Vernon, the presidential memori-
als, USMC Sunset Parade, the Holocaust Museum, 
multiple Smithsonian museums and many others. 

The participants in the 2017 Youth Tour will 
now join thousands of alumni who have ascended 
to various leadership roles at the community, state 
and national levels. Many alumni often give credit 
to the Youth Tour for playing an integral role in 
shaping them at that point in their life. 

Southeastern believes it is important to provide 
our future leaders with opportunities that will 
increase their understanding of electric coopera-
tives and to be an educated and informed member. 
We would also like to thank these fine students for 

Area Teens 
Travel to D.C.

Below: South Dakota’s 
Rural Electric Youth 
Tour participants pose 
for a photo in a Senate 
committee hearing 
room with Sen. Mike 
Rounds, Rep. Kristi 
Noem and Sen. John 
Thune.

NewsYouth
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I had the opportunity to go on a trip 
to Washington, D.C., for the Rural 
Electric Youth Tour from June 8 to 15. 
I want to thank Southeastern Electric 
Co-op for giving me the opportunity 
to travel and meet other students from 
South Dakota and many other states. 
This trip was a great learning experience 
which I thoroughly enjoyed.

Over our week in Washington, we 
got to experience more landmarks and 
monuments than I even knew existed 
before the trip. We also participated in a 
number of activities and seminars back 
at our hotel. These included an activity 
which demonstrated the choices that 
congressmen and women are required to 
make and how they balance re-election, 
making deals with other representatives 
and getting their own laws passed. 

Another seminar discussed the prin-
ciples of co-ops, 
how our co-ops 
help our commu-
nities and many 
non-electrical 
co-ops, like ACE 
Hardware and 
Land O’Lakes. 
The seminar also 

focused on how our local co-ops help 
our communities. This includes: cheap, 
not-for-profit power, locally controlled 
board of directors, scholarships for 
students and returning excess funds to 
members. 

Finally, there was a large inspirational 
seminar with over a thousand youth, 
talking about how co-ops are changing 
the greater world. 

We also had a chance to meet with 
Sens. Mike Rounds and John Thune and 
Rep. Kristi Noem and ask them ques-
tions. While our time with them was 
brief, I enjoyed this time to hear their 
opinions.

I enjoyed our tour of the various 
monuments as well. I’ve always seen 
them in pictures, but they are much 
more impressive in person. I especially 
enjoyed the Lincoln Memorial. From the 

steps of the Lincoln Memo-
rial, there is a large pool of 
water stretching out towards 
the Washington Monument. 
This was probably the single 
most amazing view I saw on 
the entire trip.

The Air and Space Mu-
seum at the Smithsonian was 

probably my favorite part of the trip. I’ve 
always had an interest in aviation and 
rocketry, so seeing everything in person 
was a great experience.

– Ryan Brockmueller

Above: Hunter Peters, Grace Quartier and Ryan 
Brockmueller represented Southeastern Electric 
on the 2017 Rural Electric Youth Tour. Here, they 
pose for a photo in front of the Jefferson Memo-
rial, one of several sites they visited. Left: Ryan 
touches part of the Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Memorial. Top: The entire group poses for a photo 
in front of the Mount Vernon Estate.

Brockmueller Sends Thanks for D.C. Trip
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Right On Target
Steady clicks, snaps, thumps and bangs were 
heard as 4-H kids lined up, aimed and fired. They 
traveled from across the nation to compete in the Na-
tional 4-H Shooting Sports Championships in Grand 
Island, Neb., and the Daisy BB Gun National Cham-
pionships in Rogers, Ark. Hundreds of kids competed 
for their team and for their state. It was stiff competi-
tion, yet South Dakota has a winning reputation.

“The toughest competition we find in the nation is 
right here in South Dakota,” said Sean Kruger, one of 
Pierre Junior Shooters’ coaches. 

Kruger, along with Jonathan Hays, coach a 4-H-
based youth shooting club in Pierre, S.D., known as 
the Pierre Junior Shooters. Organized in the mid-
1970s, this club is one of many across the nation and 
state that attracts shooting competitors ages 8 to 18 
who are involved in 4-H. It also draws more than 50 

kids each year to the Isaak Walton Youth Conservation 
Center in Pierre to practice shooting and receive safety 
instruction. 

“Our first and No. 1 focus is firearm safety,” Kruger 
said. “Before they ever handle a gun, they go through 
safety training and have to pass a safety test each year.”

The club combines 4-H principles and education 
with a competitive structure, allowing the kids to 
compete in multiple area competitions along with the 
4-H state and national events and the Daisy BB Gun 
National Championships. 

On July 3, the Pierre Junior Shooters won the 
championship title and trophy during the 2017 Daisy 
BB Gun National Championships. Nine kids from the 
Pierre/Ft. Pierre area competed in this event – Jayce 
Beastrom, Jasmine Hays, Jessica Hays, Jenna Kruger, 
Austin Lesmann, Justin Merriman, Natalie Mohr, Alee 

4-H Youth Excel at Shooting, Archery Sports

Joce lyn Romey
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Smith and Rylie Stoeser. Seven kids competed in the team that 
brought home the trophy and two competed in Daisy’s Match 
of Champions. These two were Jessica Hays and Alee Smith who 
competed in last year’s Daisy national tournament. The kids cho-
sen to represent the club in this competition must earn it by scor-
ing the highest in BB gun shooting during the competitive season 
– March and April. Other club members are eligible to compete 
at the national 4-H shooting competition if they 
score high enough at the state level in air rifle, air 
pistol, .22 rifle, .22 pistol, archery, shotgun and 
muzzleloading.

Since 2004, the Pierre Junior Shooters club 
has won eight Daisy championships. This year, 
they competed against 70 teams nationwide, in-
cluding three other South Dakota teams – Hum-
boldt Sharpshooters from Hartford, Lake County 
4-H Aces Gun Club from Madison and Marshall 
County 4-H Sharpshooters from Britton. Accord-
ing to Hays, this year’s Daisy competition was the 
largest, with more teams participating than ever 
before. 

Hays said the purpose behind the Pierre Junior 
Shooters club is to provide safe and correct shoot-
ing instruction to the kids. It’s a controlled and 
safe environment to learn how to shoot as well as compete in local 
events and national competitions. 

“They learn how to compete and be good sportsmen,” Hays 
said. “It teaches them to be committed…and to have integrity.”

After stating the benefits a club participant can receive, Hays 
said, “I want to make it understood that kids and guns do go to-
gether if they are taught properly. One hundred seventy-five com-
petitors come into a school gym with guns and no one gets hurt. 
We are teaching them how to shoot and be safe. It has nothing to 
do with what is going on in the rest of the country right now.”

Coach Rose Kraft of the Marshall County 4-H Sharpshooters 
which won the Daisy national competition in 2009, emphasized 
the importance of safety while teaching kids how to shoot. Then, 
she pointed out values that the kids gain by staying active in a 
shooting club.

“They learn how to self-advocate, talk to other groups, prepare 
themselves and focus,” Kraft said. “We’ve had many people go 
through the program and they come back with top-notch com-
munication and leadership skills. Overall, this prepares the kids 
for community leadership positions as adults.”

Darby Knoll is one young leader who competed in the 2017 
National 4-H Shooting Sports Championships event held June 

25-30, a few days before the Daisy national com-
petition. Knoll represented Charles Mix Electric 
in Lake Andes, S.D., on the 2016 Youth Tour to 
Washington, D.C.

Knoll said, “I was honored to represent South 
Dakota this past week at the national shooting 
sports competition in Grand Island, Neb., in 
.22 pistol! It was an amazing trip with amazing 
people creating great memories!”

About 30 kids represented South Dakota 
during the national 4-H shooting competition. 
They competed in compound archery, recurve 
archery, air rifle, air pistol, .22 rifle, .22 pistol and 
shotgun.

Memories were made and good shots were 
taken at both competitions this year. After getting 
home from the 2017 Daisy competition, Kruger 

said, “We had a great group of kids. They considered each other 
teammates and family…they really supported each other.”

Kruger also said that the competitions throughout the year 
taught the kids valuable lessons. He said they learn “important 
concepts that carry over into life…being able to recover from 
adverse situations and a bad shot.”

Left: A shooter takes aim during practice. Opposite Page: 
The Pierre Junior Shooters recently captured their eighth title 
at the Daisy BB Gun National Championships. Pictured are 
Natalie Mohr, Austin Lesmann, Jayce Beastrom, Rylie Stoeser, 
Justin Merriman, Jasmine Hays, Jessica Hays, Alee Smith and 
Jenna Kruger. Bottom: The Walton County, Georgia, team 
sent a congratulations note. Sportsmanship is one of the skills 
learned. Below: The Pierre Junior Shooters will be adding 
“2017” to their listing of National Champions.

They learn how to compete
and be good sportsmen.

It teaches them to be committed 
and to have integrity.
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How Does Load Management Save You Money? 

www.easyenergywins.com

NewsCo-op

As a member-owned, not-for-profit electric cooperative, Southeastern Electric doesn’t 
exist to make money from selling electricity. We exist to provide power at the lowest possible 
rate and we’re committed to helping our members conserve energy and keep their money 
where it belongs – in their pockets. We achieve that goal through our load management 
program, energy efficiency incentives and more.

Some members may recall that back in 1984 we began informing them of a new technol-
ogy that was being considered for the cooperatives served by East River Electric. The idea – 
to control power costs for rural cooperative consumers by controlling electrical loads during 
peak demand times. The technology, known as load management, has saved money for 
consumers and has also saved money for our power supplier East River Electric.

Load management is a means of controlling the amount of electricity being used dur-
ing times of peak demand in our service territory. Peak demand is the greatest amount of 
electricity used at one time by an electric system, normally when a large number of custom-
ers are using appliances at the same time. These peaks determine how much we must pay 
for power. When periods of peak demand occur, load management reduces the demand and 
lowers the cost to all members.

Overall the load management program has saved members more than $188 million in 
avoided wholesale power costs since it launched in 1985. More than 75,500 electric loads in 
homes, farms and businesses of member consumers throughout eastern South Dakota and 
western Minnesota currently participate in the program.  

As with any program designed to save money, there can be inconveniences. The sum-
mer’s extreme heat and dry conditions can become a real challenge for irrigators and in some 
cases, air conditioning and water heater participants. During the hot summer months, load 
control periods can be more frequent and, in some cases, last longer than you would experi-
ence normally. It’s important to remember that the load management system is not designed 
or operated to cause inconveniences for participants, but to help control cooperative power 
costs and to pass the savings back to you.

It is equally important to remember that load control participation is voluntary. Only 
water heaters and air conditioning installations receiving rebates and that are on the special 
heat rate are required to have a load control device installed.

Now, here we are 33 years later and now more than ever the benefits of that load manage-
ment program are being realized by all parties involved – our members/owners, Southeastern 
and East River.  By being able to control loads during peak demand times, our power sup-
plier can avoid purchasing higher cost power.

The board of directors and General Manager Brad Schardin would like to thank the 
members that allow the cooperative to control their loads. The cooperative rates are designed 
in a manner that passes on the savings to those members for their participation in helping 
the cooperative control our peak periods each month.

These are three of the most common 
load control devices that you will find 
in your home. If you have questions 
in regards to our load control program 
or the device, please give us a call at 
1-800-333-2859.
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The Sioux Falls Area Chamber of Commerce 
will sponsor the 34th annual Ag Appreciation 
Day on Wednesday, Aug. 9, 2017. 

The event will be chaired by Stacey Sorlien 
from South Dakota Pork Producers Council, 
with serving from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in front of 
the grandstand at the W.H. Lyon Fairgrounds. 

The event is held each year during the Sioux 
Empire Fair to honor farmers and ranchers and 
is a small token to say thank you to producers 
for their tireless efforts in producing the food that we eat. Many businesses from the 
region provide the funds and volunteers to help cook and serve the grilled pork loin 
sandwich lunch and provide entertainment. The day sponsorship of the fair is made 
possible by Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives. 

More than 5,000 tickets are mailed each year to producers who request the tickets 
through a special ad in the Tri-State Neighbor, at one of Southeastern Electric Co-
operative’s offices or at the Sioux Falls Area Chamber of Commerce office at 200 N. 
Phillips in downtown Sioux Falls. 

For further information call Cindy Christensen at 605-373-2016 or email at 
cchristensen@siouxfalls.com. 

Ag Appreciation Day Set

NewsCo-op
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September 7-10
 State Senior Games
 Sioux Falls, SD, Contact 

Howard Bich at 605-275-6891 
or sdsrgames@gmail.com

September 9
 Milling Organic Grains and 

SDSU Experimental Station
 Alcester and Beresford, SD
 605-254-5640
 www.sdspecialtyproducers.org

September 10
 17th Annual Antique Tractor 

and Car Parade, 1 p.m. 
 Registration 10 a.m. to Noon 

Lunches and refreshments 
Farmer, SD, Contact Vonnie 

 at 605-239-4498 or
 605-215-8383

September 15-16
 Holiday Arts Fall Craft Show
 Show, Friday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  

Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Masonic Temple, Mitchell, SD

 605-248-2526

August 3-5
 Hutchinson County Fair
 Fairgrounds, Tripp, SD
 605-387-4205

August 4-6 
 38th Annual Sioux River Folk 

Festival, Canton, SD
 605-261-7414 

August 4-13 
 Sioux Empire Fair
 Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-7178
 
August 12 
 Wing and Brew Festival
 Brookings, SD, 605-692-7539 

August 12-13 
 31st Annual Threshing Show
 Twin Brooks, SD
 605-432-9487 

August 18-20 
 Black Hills Steam and Gas 

Threshing Bee, Sturgis, SD
 605-490-2024 

June-October Second 
Saturday of each month
 Flea Markets, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 Davis, SD, 605-940-0069 or
 605-351-3074 August 3-5
 Hutchinson County Fair
 Fairgrounds, Tripp, SD
 605-387-4205

July 21-22
 Storybook Land Festival
 Aberdeen, SD, 605-626-7015

July 21-22
 Rock-N-Rumble Motorcycle 

Rally, Yankton, SD
 605-665-3636

July 21-23
 Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant
 8 p.m., Pageant Site
 De Smet, SD, 605-203-0216

July  22
 Holy Smoke Car Show
	 O’Gorman	High	School
 Sioux Falls, SD
 www.holysmokecarshow.org

July 22-23
 Annual Gem and Mineral Show
 Rapid City, SD, 605-269-2015

July 27-30
 Union County Fair
 Fairgrounds, 50th Anniversary 

Tractor Pull Thursday night
 The Browns perform Friday at 

7:30 p.m., Community 
 Supper Saturday night at 
 5 p.m. followed by Joy 
 Hemmingsen singing and 

Jared Sherlock, Illusionist and 
Comic Magician at 7 p.m.

 Alcester, SD,  https://union-
countysdfair4h.shutterfly.com/
fair

August 18-20 
 Riverboat Days, Yankton, SD
 605-665-1657 

August 18-27
 Central States Fair
 Rapid City, SD, 605-355-3861
 www.centralstatesfair.com

August 19-20
 Annual Threshing Bee
 Rosholt, SD, 605-537-4426
 www.rosholtthreshingbee.com

August 24-27 
 Prairie Village 55th Annual 

Steam Threshing Jamboree
 Madison, SD, 605-256-3644 
 www.prairievillage.org

August 26 
 McCrossan Boys Ranch Xtreme 

Event Rodeo, 4:30 p.m. – 
 Pre-show entertainment
 5:30 p.m. – Rodeo Show 
 McCrossan Boys Ranch 
 Campus, 605-339-1203
 www.mccrossan.org

Events of Special Note

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative. 
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event. 
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

August 11-13
 27th Annual Old Fashioned 

Threshing Show, Featuring 
International

 Friday Tractor Pull, 4 p.m.
 Saturday and Sunday 
 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Parade Saturday at 1:30 p.m. 

and Sunday at 2 p.m.  
Bahnson Farm, Humboldt, SD

 605-526-3459, 605-251-9974
 605-296-3519 (Flea Market)


