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As we continue to roll our way through the 
summer months, our line crew, member service 
and office groups continue to stay busy with a 
host of new services, line upgrades and repair 
work to keep your system operating as smoothly 
and efficiently as possible. With the wet condi-
tions over most of our service area, it has been 
a struggle to get some of the work completed in 
a timely fashion without making a big mess, but 
we continue to mud our way through the work 
to be done. This year we budgeted more than 
$10 million in system improvements throughout 
our service area and as we reported in our annual 
reports, we have been averaging that amount for 
the past several years. With aging distribution 
lines and new services popping up in our small 
towns, urban and rural areas alike, it has become 
a significant challenge to plan, organize and 
complete all the work needed on a year-by-year 
basis. I am extremely proud of the excellent work 
that all our employees do day in and day out for 
your electric cooperative and most importantly 
you, our members! We are all proud to be able 
to work for you and we encourage you to keep 
in touch with us about any of your plans for 
upgrades, expansions or new services that you 
need so that we can get them on our schedule of 
work that needs to be done. 

This is an excellent time of the year for you to 
consider improvements in the energy efficiency 
of your home, farm or business. Utilizing more 
energy efficient appliances, windows or added 
insulation will provide you with an excellent 
return on your investment. Energy experts say 
that anything you can do to improve the envelope 
of your home or building will help reduce your 
heating and cooling costs for many years to 
come. New ENERGY STAR® appliances and 
improved LED. lighting operate much more 
efficiently today than those of just a few years 
back. If you need some additional information, 
go to our website at southeasternelectric.com and 
look under the title of Energy Resources and you 
will find some tools to help you evaluate your 
own electrical use. While you are on our website, 
I encourage you to sign up for our SmartHub 
energy use tool, joining more than 6,500 South-
eastern members. The SmartHub will help you 
monitor your electric use and is a valuable tool 

for our members each day. 

With the hot summer weather comes the summer 
fun, work and construction activities that each 
of you have going on. It is a busy time of year up 
here in the Midwest and I wanted to take a few 
minutes to remind each of you that SAFETY 
around electric lines is of primary importance for 
each of us to take into consideration. I encourage 
all of you to be aware of the environment around 
you, such as overhead power lines, as you move 
those ladders to paint your house, build that 
new pole shed or raise that farm equipment to 
spray those fields. For those of you with irriga-
tion systems, make sure you shut that power off 
before you work on those motors or the pipe that 
broke after years of use and operation. When 
digging those holes to plant those bargain trees 
you purchased at the local lawn and garden 
supplier, please take time to call 811 to make sure 
you are not digging into an underground power 
line. Train your employees on the farm or at your 
business to keep an eye out for overhead and 
underground power lines while working so that 
they become safety conscious and aware of power 
lines in their work environment. Finally, make 
sure the power tools and equipment you are 
using are in good operating condition. Water and 
electricity don’t mix so avoid using electric power 
tools or equipment when standing in water or 
when they are wet. 

Until next month, enjoy the summer weather and 
make sure to be safe in all that you do! 

It is a busy time 
of year up here in 
the Midwest and 
I wanted to take 

a few minutes to 
remind each of 

you that SAFETY 
around electric 

lines is of primary 
importance 

for each of us 
to take into 

consideration.

Summer Construction  
and Safety

Brad Schardin

General Manager 
brad@southeastern.coop

MANAGER’S REPORT
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Co-op Family Grows
Congratulations to Apprentice Lineman Austin 
Letcher and his wife,Kelsi, on the birth of their baby 
girl, Adalynn Elizabeth. Adalynn was born June 6 
and joins big sister Hayden, 3. 

Everyone is doing well and big sister is loving her 
new role in the family.

Congratulations, Austin and Kelsi!

SEC Welcomes 
Weatherton 
Southeastern Electric Cooperative would like to welcome 
Michelle Weatherton as our new customer service representa-
tive (CSR) out of the Viborg office. Michelle replaces Caralee 
Simonsen. Caralee is working out of the Sioux Falls office now. 

Some of Michelle’s duties will be answering phones, customer 
support and a variety of other responsibilities that are too 
numerous to list (like all CSR positions). 

Michelle and her husband, Jason, live in and are native to 
Beresford, S.D. Jason has been working for the United States 
Postal Service for 3.5 years as clerk. They have one daughter, 
Jaelynne, who just got married and lives in Grand Forks, N.D.

Prior to starting work for SEC, Michelle owned and operated Intense Graphics, Inc. 
which is a sign and apparel screen printing business. When asked why she wanted to 
work full-time for SEC and sell her business, she said, “I’ve owned my business for 
18 years, I’m just ready for a career change.” 

You can find Michelle outside doing yard work or working on some sort of home 
project, which she loves doing. She is also an active board member for the Beresford 
Athletic Booster Club. When they both have time they enjoy throwing darts, golfing and 
enjoying an evening out for dinner but they hope to be able to do some traveling.

Michelle  
Weatherton



Home Project Safety
More people are doing their own remodeling, repairs, 
maintenance, 
landscaping, and 
construction 
projects inside 
and outside 
the home. Safe 
Electricity urges 
all do-it-your-
selfers to take 
precautions, 
especially when working around electrical equipment 
and overhead power lines.

Make sure outdoor outlets have a ground fault circuit 
interrupter (GFCI). Use a portable GFCI if your outdoor 
outlets don’t have them. It’s also a good idea to have 
GFCIs professionally installed in wet areas of the 
home, such as the kitchen, bath and laundry.

Safety tips to remember include:
 � Look up and around you. Always know of the 

location of power lines, particularly when using 
long metal tools, like ladders, pool skimmers, and 
pruning poles, or when installing rooftop antennas 
and satellite dishes or doing roof repair work.

 � Be especially careful when working near power 
lines attached to your house. Keep equipment and 
yourself at least 10 feet from lines. Never trim trees 
near power lines — leave that to the professionals. 
Never use water or blower extensions to clean 
gutters near electric lines. Contact a professional 
maintenance contractor.

 � If your projects include digging, like building a deck 
or planting a tree, call the national underground 
utility locator at 8-1-1 before you begin. Never 
assume the location or depth of underground 
utility lines. This service is free, prevents the 
inconvenience of having utilities interrupted, and 
can help you avoid serious injury.

 � Always check the condition of cords and power 
tools before using them. Repair or replace worn or 
damaged cords and tools.

 � Electricity + water = danger. If it’s raining or the 
ground is wet, don’t use electric power or yard 
tools. Never use electrical appliances or touch 
circuit breakers or fuses when you’re wet or 
standing in water. Keep electric equipment at least 
10 feet from wet areas.

Make certain home electrical systems and wiring are 
adequate to support increased electric demands of 
new electric appliances, home additions, or remodeling 
projects. An older home may be inadequately wired for 
today’s electricity consumption, putting your family at 
risk for fire and electrical shock. Have a professional 
replace worn and outdated circuitry and add outlets for 
appliances and electronics – this is not a job for casual 
do-it-yourselfers!

Source: safeelectricity.org

The soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and minerals... AND underground gas, oil 
and water pipelines.
Excavations, terracing projects, fence post installation, tiling or subsoiling can create safety 
hazards due to the depth of the excavations.
CALL BEFORE YOU DIG in order to notify utility companies who will be affected by the excava-
tion. This service is FREE.
No one digs more dirt than America’s farmers and ranchers. Understanding what is below 
ground will help you DIG SAFELY above ground. Call before you dig!
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SAFETY TIPS

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local 
electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your poster 
is published, you’ll receive a prize. All entries must include your 
name, age, mailing address and the names of your parents. 
Colored drawings are encouraged.

“Never remove a plug when your hands are wet.”
Aida Mikkonen, 10 years old

Aida is the daughter of Patrick and Carrie Mikkonen, 
Mt. Vernon, S.D.  They are members of Central Electric 
Cooperative, Mitchell, S.D.

KIDS CORNER SAFETY POSTER



Sensational Salads

Please send your favorite salad, garden produce and 
pasta recipes to your local electric cooperative (address 
found on Page 3). Each recipe printed will be entered into 
a drawing for a prize in December 2018. All entries must 
include your name, mailing address, telephone number 
and cooperative name.

2 lbs. unpeeled Yukon Gold 
potatoes, cut into 1-inch 
cubes (about 6 cups)

3/4 cup (6 oz.) plain Greek-
style yogurt

1/4 cup reduced fat sour 
cream

2 T. milk

1 T. lemon juice

2 tsp. honey

2 tsp. McCormick® Garlic 
Powder

1-1/2 tsp. McCormick® 
Oregano Leaves

1/2 tsp. McCormick® Black 
Pepper, Coarse Ground

1/2 tsp. Sea Salt from 
McCormick® Sea Salt Grinder

1 cup diced unpeeled, 
seeded cucumber

1/4 cup chopped red onion

Place potatoes in water to cover in large saucepan. Bring to boil on 
high heat. Reduce heat to low; simmer 10 to 12 minutes or until 
potatoes are fork-tender. Drain well. Cool completely. Mix yogurt, 
sour cream and milk in small bowl with wire whisk until well 
blended. Add lemon juice, honey and seasonings; mix until well 
blended. Place potatoes, cucumber and onion in large bowl. Add 
yogurt dressing; toss gently to coat well. Garnish with crumbled feta 
cheese, if desired. Cover. Refrigerate until ready to serve. Makes 10 
(2/3 cup) servings.

Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 97, Total Fat 1g,  
Sodium 109mg, Cholesterol 3mg, Carbohydrates 18g, Protein 4g,  
Dietary Fiber 2g 

Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Tzatziki Potato Salad
1 chicken, roasted, deboned 
and diced

2 lbs. red grapes, washed 
and halved

2 cups diced carrots

2 cups diced celery

1 to 1-1/2 cups real  
mayonnaise

1 (9 oz.) can Pik-Nik  
Shoestring Potatoes

Mix together first 5 ingredients. Add shoestring potatoes just before 
serving. This looks lovely on a large leaf of lettuce.

Judy Mendel, Doland, S.D.

Chicken Salad

2 cups diced rhubarb

1/2 cup sugar

1 (3 oz.) pkg. strawberry 
gelatin

1 (3 oz.) pkg. cream cheese

1 cup chopped celery

3/4 cup chopped nuts

1 (8 oz.) container whipped 
topping

In a saucepan, cook rhubarb and sugar for 10 minutes; remove from 
heat. Stir in gelatin and cream cheese; cool. Add celery and nuts. 
Fold in whipped topping. Refrigerate overnight.

Elaine Rowett, Sturgis, S.D.

Make Ahead Rhubarb Salad

1 stick butter

1 cup crushed pretzels

1 cup sugar, divided

1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese

1 (12 oz.) container whipped 
topping

1 (20 oz.) can crushed 
pineapple, drained

Melt butter. Stir in pretzels and 1/2 cup sugar. Spread on 9x13-inch 
baking sheet. Bake at 350°F. for 7 minutes. Cool. Break into pieces 
and set aside. Beat together softened cream cheese and remaining 
1/2 cup sugar. Stir in whipped topping and pineapple. Add pretzel 
mixture just before serving.

Beth Eickman, Salem, S.D.

Pineapple Pretzel Salad 1 can peach pie mix

1 small can chunk pineapple, 
drained

2 bananas, sliced or diced

1 pint fresh strawberries, 
sliced or diced

1 (16 oz.) container whipped 
topping

In a large bowl, fold together all ingredients.

Shirley Thedorff, Centerville, S.D.

Fruit Salad 
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BOARD NEWS

June Board Summary Report
The board of directors of Southeastern 
Electric Cooperative met on Thursday, 
June 21, 2018, with all directors present 
except Chris Hofer. Also present were 
Manager Brad Schardin, Attorney 
Alan Peterson and staff members John 
McDonald, John Euchner, Todd Nelson 
and Mark Neu. 

Manager Schardin in his report reviewed 
with the board the following items: 

 �Discussed SDREA Legislative Commit-
tee’s consideration of legislation on 
municipal annexations. 

 �Updated the board on wholesale rate 
stability and the postponing of the July 
Basin Electric MAC meeting. 

 �Reviewed East River’s proposed 10-year 
replacement plan for aging infrastruc-
ture and potential power factor charges.

 �Discussed an upcoming hearing on 
Prevailing Winds and the results of 
a S.D. co-op residential rate survey/
comparisons. 

 �Updated the board on plans for an 
egg production/processing facility, the 
status of a request for water easements 
and member inquiries for director 
contact information. 

 �Reviewed the status of various stra-
tegic-related activities including the 
completion of a draft long range 
financial forecast and reviewed photos 
of the Salem office/warehouse. 

 �Reviewed the circulation folder and 
various member-related issues.

CFO John McDonald reviewed his written 
report and the preliminary financial report 
for May 2018.

Operations Manager John Euchner 

reviewed his written report along with the 
outage, safety and new services reports. In 
his report he discussed the maintenance 
needs of the Marion Industrial substa-
tion, the results of the RUS O and M 
review including maintenance of voltages 
regulators, monitoring distribution trans-
former loading and the need to update the 
long-range engineering plan. John also 
commented on plans to sell the truck with 
the crane on it. 

Marketing and Member Services Manager 
Mark Neu reviewed his written report and 
commented on the future of East River’s 
marketing of the rebate program.

Consumer Relations and IT Manager Todd 
Nelson reviewed his written report and 
discussed the revised irrigation billing 
process, collection issues and pre-pay 
options. 

In his legal report, Attorney Peterson 
reviewed the main topics discussed at the 
MREA Legal Seminar including sexual 
harassment, fair and equal treatment of 
members, municipal annexation, the 
Electric Co-op Governance Task Force 
Report, arbitration clauses, bankruptcy 
rules and Minnesota PUC issues.

The board acted on the following 
motions:

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
approve the consent agenda. Motion 
carried.

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
have management make preliminary 
inquiries with the Lennox School 
on the availability of its facilities for 
the evening of June 6, 2019. Motion 
carried. 

 �A motion was made and seconded to 

have management request a three-year 
fee proposal from Eide Bailly LLP for 
consideration at future board meetings. 
Motion carried. 

 �A motion was made and seconded 
to approve work order inventories. 
Motion carried.

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
authorize President Heeren and Vice 
President Holmberg to attend the 
SDREA Board Leadership Conference 
on behalf of the cooperative. Motion 
carried.

 �A motion was made and seconded 
to select Ostraat and Wildeboer as 
the cooperative’s voting delegate and 
alternate, respectively, and authorize all 
directors to attend East River Electric’s 
annual meeting on behalf of the coop-
erative. Motion carried. 

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
select Scheier and Mehlhaff to attend 
the NRECA/CFC regional and district 
meetings and as the NRECA delegate 
and alternate and the CFC alternate 
and delegate, respectively. Motion 
carried. 

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
authorize Attorney Peterson to attend 
the NRECA Legal Seminar on behalf 
of the Cooperative on a shared cost 
basis with Sioux Valley Energy. Motion 
carried. 

The next regular monthly meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, July 17, 2018, at the 
Marion office.



Thank You
I want to express my appreciation to the South-
eastern Electric Cooperative for providing me 
the opportunity to attend the national electric 
co-op youth tour in Washington, D.C. The 
organization, guides and chaperones were 
outstanding and informative. I was able to 
meet youth from all over the United States. I 
had the opportunity to make new friends that 
I will be able to communicate with throughout 
my life. This was an unforgettable experience 
and one I will always treasure. 

We were able to visit many historical 
monuments and museums in Washington, D.C. 
Two of my favorite tours were Ford’s Theater 
and the Holocaust Museum. At Ford’s Theater, 
the history leading up to Abraham Lincoln’s 
death was explained in great detail. We were 
able to visit the house across the street where 
Abraham Lincoln passed away after being 
shot. The Holocaust Museum had visuals and 
models explaining how World War II began, as 
well as how the Jews were placed in concentra-
tion camps to be tortured, killed or both. Both 
of my grandfathers served in the army. One 
was stationed in Germany for two years and 
the other served in Korea. Being able to visit 
these different monuments made the history 
of the United States much more meaningful to 
me. 

The group meeting with all youth from the 
United States gave us much valuable informa-
tion about the functions of co-ops in different 
areas. These co-ops provide employment 
opportunities for thousands of individuals all 
across the different states. They work together 
to represent the interest of each state in 
Washington, D.C. They are actively involved in 
research to provide the best quality of energy 
to cities and rural communities. Each co-op 
promotes youth activities, opportunities, and 
scholarships to individuals. Again, I’d like to 
thank everyone who played a part in providing 
me with this opportunity of a lifetime. 

Jocelyn Krouse, Montrose

While on Youth Tour, Jocelyn Krouse 
poses for a photo outside U.S. Sen. 
John Thune’s office.

Trever Stene, Kolby Lee and Jocelyn 
Krouse represented Southeastern 
Electric on the 2018 Youth Tour.
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Three Represent 
Southeastern 
Electric on Tour
Southeastern Electric Cooperative’s representatives on the Rural Electric 
Youth Tour June 7-14 to Washington, D.C., were Kolby Lee of Viborg, 
Jocelyn Krouse of Montrose, and Trevor Stene of Alcester.

The Youth Tour is a week long trip sponsored by Southeastern Electric and 
coordinated by the South Dakota Rural Electric Association (SDREA).

While in Washington, the students met with the state’s congressional delega-
tion, visited historical sites and met 1,800 teens from cooperatives across the 
United States.

Southeastern Electric realizes it is more vital than ever that today’s young 
people understand and support the rural electrification program, for they are 
tomorrow’s leaders and consumers. 

Southeastern provides funding for the trip. Funding includes transportation, 
room and board, entertainment and sightseeing events. 

Since 1963, Southeastern Electric has sent more than 120 teens on this trip 
of a lifetime. Participants must be a child or dependent of a Southeastern 
Electric member. 



On a previous visit to the Rushmore State, the Touch-
stone Energy® Cooperatives balloon made a stop near 
the Crazy Horse Memorial, pictured in the background.

UP, UP AND AWAY
Cooperative Brand takes to Southern Hills Skies

Brenda Kleinjan

editor@sdrea.coop 
Look to the skies above Hot Springs in late August 
and you’ll likely see a familiar sight, albeit in a 
slightly unfamiliar location.

The Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives brand will be 
wafting above the Southern Hills when it takes part 
in the Fall River Hot Air Balloon Festival Aug. 25 
and 26 in Hot Springs.

The Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives balloon is 
one of five operated by the Illinois-based Coop-
erative Balloon Associates. CBA was organized in 
1999 to help promote the newly launched brand of 
America’s electric cooperatives. Two decades later, 
the brand ambassador continues its journey.

The Touchstone Energy Cooperative balloon is 
just one of about 20 hot air balloons scheduled 
to appear at the third annual Fall River Balloon 
Festival.

Weather-permitting, balloons will launch at 6 a.m. 
both Saturday and Sunday mornings at the Hot 
Springs Municipal Airport. A night glow – where 
the balloons inflate their envelopes and illuminate 
their craft with their burners – is set for 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday at the airport.

Throughout the day, visitors to Hot Springs can 

Between 15 and 20 balloons are 
expected for the 2018 Rall River Hot Air 
Balloon Festival in Hot Springs, S.D.
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Mount Rushmore was another stop on a previous 
visit of the Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
Balloon. The 2018 Fall River Balloon Festival will 
make the balloon visible in the southern foot hills.

take part in ballooning inspired activities.

A Plein Air arts event is scheduled for 
downtown and organizers are seeking15 
artists to participate. Those registering 
prior to Aug. 15 have a chance to win a hot 
air balloon ride.

On Saturday morning, visitors can walk 
on the inside of a balloon envelope from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Mammoth site.

A vintage car show and an art walk and 
chalk are also planned.

For more information about the festival, 
visit their Facebook page at facebook.
com/FallRiverHotAirBalloonFestival or go 
to the Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce 
site at HotSprings-SD.com.

About the Touchstone Energy 
Balloon
The Touchstone Energy® Hot Air Balloon 
serves as a goodwill ambassador for 
Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives and 
its member cooperatives. The fleet’s two 
newest balloons are 77,000 cubic foot hot 
air balloons that stand over 77 feet tall 
and are 60 feet wide when fully inflated.  
Each are built of hyperlife fabric panels 
and boast a 14 cubic foot ascot basket. 
They carry a pilot and two average size 
passengers. The balloons are fired by 
dual propane burners and fueled by two 
15-gallon propane tanks. The balloons 

were built by Lindstrand Balloons of 
Hanover, Ill., in 1999, 2002, 2005, 2007, 
2009 and 2014. The first two balloons have 
been retired.

The balloons have the Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives logo in bold letters on 
three sides. Everywhere the balloons go, 

they promote the brand and the values 
of Touchstone Energy Cooperatives... 
providing service with integrity, account-
ability, innovation, and commitment to 
community. These values are demon-
strated through the presence of the 
balloons at national competitions and 
special events, and the team’s interactions 
with spectators. These values are also 
conveyed in local philanthropic fund-
raising activities which the Touchstone 
Energy Hot Air Balloon program supports 
whenever and wherever the balloons are 
flying.

Everywhere the 
balloons go, they 

promote the brand 
and the values of 

Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives.

Great Plains 
Balloon Race
Look to the skies over Sioux Falls Aug. 
10-12 and you will likely see a colorful 
display.

The Great Plains Balloon Race is set to 
launch from Kenny Anderson Park near 
Sioux Falls Washington High School in 
the city’s northeast corner. About 10 or 
11 balloons are expected for this year’s 
race.

Among the balloons scheduled for the 
race is the Call811.com balloon which 
will be promoting the importance of 
calling before you dig. The balloon’s 
appearance coincides with national 
8-1-1 Day on Aug. 11.

Schedule
All launches at Kenny Anderson Park

Aug. 10 – Founders Cup Challenge

Balloon Launches at 7 p.m.

Aug. 11 –  
Launches at 6:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Balloon Glow at 8:30 p.m.

Aug. 12 

Balloon Launches at 6:30 a.m.

All activities are weather-permitting.

Also on the Calendar
Balloons over DTSF on Aug. 3. and Sept. 
7 at 7 p.m. – Downtown Sioux Falls

Sept. 1 – Balloons and Beer at  
A Homestead Brew at Valley Springs. 

For more information, contact the  
Sioux Falls Ballooning Association.
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80TH ANNUAL MEETING HELD
Southeastern Electric Members Gather in Lennox

Brett Snyders

brett@southeastern.coop
Southeastern Electric Cooperative’s 80th annual membership meeting was held at the 
Lennox High School on June 7, 2018.

A delicious supper was served to more than 1,100 members/guests by Central Catering, 
Hawarden, Iowa. Lennox City Mayor Tracy West gave the welcoming address and Pastor 
Steve Unzicker of Our Saviors Lutheran Church of Viborg gave the invocation. Director 
Daryl Terveen announced that he had checked with the registration desk and there were 
approximately 507 members registered for the annual meeting. Having established a 
quorum of at least 50 members, it was in legal session to act on the business to come 
before the meeting. 

President Don Heeren gave his report on the 2017 operations of the cooperative and 
remarked that this year’s theme is “Member Owned, Member Focused.” Heeren stated, 
“This still represents the ideology behind the beginning of rural electrification in our 
service area over 80 years ago.” President Heeren went on to explain, “One way that your 
current board of directors and management staff strive to keep Southeastern member 
focused is through strategic planning.” Heeren stated the list of strategic goals that the 
board and management have focused on. Toward the end of his report, Heeren recog-
nized the other board members and thanked them and the membership for their loyal 
support, patience, understanding and cooperation. 

Treasurer Pat Scheier gave a report on the financial condition of Southeastern for the year 
2017. He noted that Eide Bailly LLP audited the financial statements and issued a clean, 
unqualified opinion. “Your board always feels fortunate when our financial condition 
allows us to refund a portion of your patronage capital credits and returning these 
refunds back to our membership is the cooperative’s philosophy in action” stated Scheier. 

Members elected three incumbents who ran unopposed. Don Heeren, District 3; 
Johnathan Wildeboer, District 6; and Daryl Terveen, District 9. All three incumbents 

Ed the Energy Expert was 
on hand to greet members 
as they entered before 
registering. 

Bucket trucks form an archway for 
members attending Southeastern Electric’s 
80th annual meeting in Lennox.

Locator/Journeyman Lineman Bill Rotert 
presents Dannie Peters of Lennox the $500 grand 
prize from SEC’s annual meeting
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The rain didn’t deter many of the children from enjoying the 
inflatables from Bounce Around Inflatables. 

Bucket trucks form an archway for 
members attending Southeastern Electric’s 
80th annual meeting in Lennox.

were re-elected without opposition for another three-year term. 

Manager Brad Schardin gave his presentation by reviewing the activities of the coop-
erative and plans for the future. He thanked the employees for their dedication and 
hard work during the year and introduced them by offices they serve in. Schardin also 
commented on the new Salem area office and how it was long overdue because of its 
age and that the facility hasn’t been upgraded since the 1960s. 

Following the close of the meeting, prizes were given away, Dannie Peters of Lennox 
was the winner of the $500 grand prize. Melanie Eichmann of Canistota was the recipe 
drawing winner.

Other activities included a blood pressure booth, children’s activities, and displays of 
different products and services that Southeastern Electric provides.

The board of directors and the employees of Southeastern Electric would like to thank 
everyone who attended this year’s 80th annual membership meeting.

More than 500 members registered during 
SEC’s annual membership meeting. 

More than 1,100 members and guests attended 
SEC’s 80th annual membership meeting and 
enjoyed a wonderful meal catered by Central 
Catering out of Hawarden, Iowa. 

General Manager Brad Schardin 
greeted many members as they 
made their way to sit down and 
enjoy a pork chop meal catered by 
Central Catering of Hawarden, Iowa. 

President Don 
Hereen addresses 
the membership at 
SEC’s 80th annual 
membership 
meeting in Lennox. 

Carol Schnabel of Menno 
was the winner of the 
Meco electric grill. 
Charles Fink, electrician, 
is presenting.

Directors John Ostraat, 
Steve Holmberg and 
Daryl Terveen greet 
members as they 
enter their annual 
membership meeting 
held at the Lennox 
High School. 
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Basin Electric Cooperative’s Dry Fork Station is 
home to the Wyoming Integrated Test Center, 
where conversion methods turning carbon 
dioxide waste into useful materials are tested. 
(Photo By: Ryan Hall/Rural Montana)

INNOVATIVE
Carbon Test Center Opens at  
Basin Electric’s Dry Fork Station

Derrill Holly

NRECA 
Research getting under way at an electric co-op power plant 
in Wyoming could lead to game-changing breakthroughs 
diverting carbon dioxide from the power generation waste 
stream to manufacturing processes for use in new products.

“This is not a lab; it’s a facility where testing will take place 
in ‘real world’ conditions,” Gov. Matt Mead told an audience 
of about 150 attendees during a dedication ceremony for the 
Wyoming Integrated Test Center on May 16.

Mead’s comments topped a nearly decade-long quest for 
creation and development of a facility designed to advance 
technologies that expand the use of CO2 as a marketable 
byproduct with commercial value.

Bulk Waste to Useful Products
The facility, which takes on its first tenants this summer, 
is located at Basin Electric Power Cooperative’s Dry Fork 
Station. The 385-megawatt power plant commissioned in 
2011 is one of the most modern coal-based generation facili-

ties in the electric cooperative fleet.

Bismarck, North Dakota-based Basin Electric is majority 
owner and operator of the plant, which is co-owned by the 
Wyoming Municipal Power Agency.

With the encouragement of electric cooperative officials, 
including representatives of Basin Electric, Tri-State Gener-
ation and Transmission Association and NRECA, Wyoming 
legislators approved $15 million for the project.  The invest-
ment is seen as a way to preserve and support coal produc-
tion as the state’s top industry by reducing or eliminating 
concerns about CO2 emitted through fossil fuel use.

“This is about saving coal and making coal viable for 
America,” says Paul Sukut, CEO of Basin Electric, adding 
that even as renewable energy and natural gas use expands, 
coal remains an abundant and reliable resource. “We need in 
America an ‘all of the above’ energy solution.”

Emissions from up to 20 MW of energy production will be 
diverted to a ported vent system feeding five small test bays 
and one larger working facility at the ITC. Researchers will 
be able to draw CO2 from that waste stream for industri-
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al-scale production use.

The nonprofit XPRIZE Foundation, head-
quartered in Culver City, California, is 
using the Dry Fork Generation Station as 
one of two test sites for the NRG COSIA 
Carbon XPRIZE. Participants have been 
competing for a total of $20 million in 
prize money since 2015.

Westminster, Colorado-based Tri-State 
G&T began developing the concept 
for a carbon inducement prize and test 
center eight years ago and has contributed 
$5 million to the ITC project.

“Early on, we identified promising activity 
in the nascent field of carbon utilization 
and the need to provide venues for inno-
vators to bring new technology forward,” 
said Ellen Connor, Tri-State senior vice 
president and chief technology officer.

“The technology acceleration from the 
XPRIZE and creation of a test center 
at an operating coal plant will make an 
impact on both the speed and scale of 
development and demonstration of these 
important technologies,” Connor said.

NRECA has also contributed $1 million 
to development of the ITC in support of 
the association’s commitment to a national 
energy policy recognizing electric genera-
tion diversity that includes fossil fuels and 
renewables.

“If there is a carbon constraint in the 
future, it’s going to hit natural gas as well,” 
says Jim Spiers, senior vice president 
of NRECA’s Business and Technology 
Services department.

Spiers, formerly Tri-State’s senior vice 
president of business strategies and chief 
technology officer, worked to identify 
institutions, companies and individuals 
committed to the carbon waste issue and 
found 135 entities worldwide are studying 
the issue.

According to the Energy Information 
Administration, coal-based electricity 
generation produced more than 1.2 
million metric tons of CO2 in 2016. That 
number accounts for 68 percent of the 
total CO2 emissions from the energy 
sector.

Forty-one percent of the power used by 
electric cooperative members is produced 
through coal-based generation.  Co-ops 
also rely heavily upon natural gas to 
operate peaking plants, run primarily 

during periods of high demand.

“As co-ops across the nation work to meet 
tomorrow’s energy needs, this project is 
poised to crack the carbon code and create 
a new future for managing carbon dioxide 
emissions,” Spiers added. “The Wyoming 
ITC is proof that public-private partner-
ships spur innovation.”

Facilities related to the ITC project now 
occupy 226,000 square feet of space at the 
Dry Fork site. While the five test bays used 
by the Carbon XPRIZE finalists will share 
access to flue gas produced by 1.5 MW of 
generation capacity, a separate large test 
center can use up to 18.5 MW of flue gas 
flow. 

Promising Paths
The 10 teams in the juried research 
competition designed to advance clean 
energy technologies are divided equally 
between the coal-based ITC test site 
and Canada’s Shepard Energy Centre 
in Calgary, Alberta, where the Alberta 
Carbon Conversion Technology Centre is 
fueled by natural gas.

The five teams conducting research at ITC 
include:

 �Breathe: Based in Bangalore, 
India, they will combine hydrogen 
compounds, extracted from water, with 
CO2 to produce methanol. Researchers 
will use a variety of catalysts, including 
copper, nitrogen and iron to gauge the 
economic viability of commercial scale 
production.

 �C4X: The Suzhou, China-based team 
will use CO2 extracted from flue gas to 
develop new foam-based bio composite 
plastics for potential use as insulating 
and building materials.

 �Carbon Capture Machine: The team, 
headquartered in Aberdeen, Scotland, 
will dissolve CO2 in a mixture of brine, 
calcium and magnesium to produce 

carbonate solids as an additive for 
building materials, replacing other 
carbon-based feedstocks in the manu-
facture of concrete.

 �CarbonCure: The team, led by 
researchers from Dartmouth, Canada, 
will use CO2 to produce materials 
described as “greener concrete” using 
current manufacturing processes and 
modified chemistry to reduce water 
and CO2 use in concrete fabrication.

 �Carbon Upcycling UCLA: The Los 
Angeles-based team will attempt to 
scale up production of a concrete 
material that absorbs CO2 during the 
production process, bonding with 
limestone for use in construction.

Researchers working the natural gas track 
in Alberta will conduct production scale 
testing on plastics, concrete alternatives, 
new building compounds and nanopar-
ticles for use in bioplastics and other 
products. The 10 semifinalists shared 
$5 million awarded in April.

Beyond Research
After 10 months of production, XPRIZE 
judges will consider factors including 
operational costs, total production and 
net reduction of CO2 waste as factors 
in awarding $20 million in prize money. 
Winners from the two test sites will split 
the proceeds.

Kawasaki Heavy Industries, working with 
the Japan Coal Energy Center on a solid 
sorbent-based carbon capture technology, 
is the first tenant for the larger space at 
the ITC. Up to $9 million will be spent 
on the project, which will use sorbent as 
a low-cost carrier to absorb CO2 for later 
use as manufacturing feedstocks.

“The work of JCOAL and Kawasaki, along 
with the other Carbon XPRIZE teams, 
positions the Wyoming ITC as a world-
class facility for testing carbon manage-
ment technologies,” said Mead.

“We continue to move the needle forward 
on advanced carbon technologies and find 
real-world solutions to capturing carbon 
emissions,” said Jason Begger, executive 
director of the Wyoming Infrastructure 
Authority. While Basin continues to 
operate Dry Fork Station, the authority is 
serving as the managing entity for the ITC.

Derrill Holly is a staff writer for NRECA.

This project is poised 
to crack the carbon 

code and create 
a new future for 

managing carbon 
dioxide emissions.
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Visitors to DakotaFest in 2017 were 
reminded to look out for overhead 
power lines when moving equipment. 

Those attending 
county and state fairs 

in the region will 
likely find their local 
electric cooperative 

there as well!

Heading to the Fair or Fest?
Stop by and see 
your co-op!

Whether your August plans take you to 
Minnesota’s FarmFest, South Dakota’s 
DakotaFest, the Sioux Empire Fair, Brown 
County Fair, South Dakota State Fair or 
any of several other gatherings this month, 
be sure to check in with your local electric 
cooperative.

Those heading to FarmFest Aug. 7-9 near 
Morgan, Minn., will find Touchstone 
Energy® Cooperatives in the large ag tent. At DakotaFest, visitors can stop 
in for the air-conditioned comfort of the Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
building on festival’s second street. DakotaFest is held near Mitchell, S.D., 
each August. This year, the event is set for Aug. 21-23.

If you’re in western South Dakota on Aug. 2, you will find Butte Electric 
Cooperative in Newell partnering with West River Cooperative Telephone of 
Bison to serve barbequed beef during the Butte County Fair in Nisland.

And, Black Hills Electric is making the rounds at area fairs when it serves 
dinner at the Fall River County Fair on Aug. 2 and then the Custer County 
Fair on Aug. 9.

Those heading to the Sioux Empire Fair in Sioux Falls in August will want to 
be sure to check out Ag Appreciation Day Aug. 8. Several cooperatives in the 
southeastern part of the state have tickets available for free admission and a 
free meal that day.

And, if experiencing the magic of the South Dakota State Fair is on your 
agenda for Aug. 30 to Sept. 3, be sure to visit the Touchstone Energy Coop-
eratives of South Dakota booth in the Expo Building throughout the week. 
Sign up for a drawing and visit co-op employees from across the state to learn 
about electrical safety, energy efficiency and more!

Brenda Kleinjan
brett@southeastern.coop

Find your local electric  
cooperative in the  
Expo Building on the  
fairgrounds all week!

We’ll see you there!

Location: 
1060 3rd St. SW,  
Huron, SD 57350

SEE YOU THERE!
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To have your event 
listed on this page, send 
complete information, 
including date, event, 
place and contact to 
your local electric 
cooperative. Include 
your name, address 
and daytime telephone 
number. Information 
must be submitted at 
least eight weeks prior 
to your event. Please 
call ahead to confirm 
date, time and location 
of event.

August 2-5: 33rd Annual Oglala Lakota Nation Wacipi 
Rodeo Fair, Pow Wow Grounds, Pine Ridge, SD, 605-867-8420
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DATELINE

May through October
2nd Saturday of each month 
Davis Flea Market and Family 
Festival, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Davis, SD

July 20-21 
Senior Games, Brookings, 
SD, Contact Traci Saugstad at 
605-692-4492

July 20-21 
JazzFest, Sioux Falls, SD, 
605-335-6101 

July 21 
Annual Heritage Music Fest, 
Elk Point, SD, 605-366-9466 

July 25
Stockyard Ag Experience – 
Local Foods Fair, 3 to 8 p.m., 
Free, Sioux Falls, SD, Contact 
701-883-4304

July 28
S.D. MCC Relief Sale – helping 
others round the world, 
Begins at 8 a.m. with bike 
ride and pancake/sausage 
breakfast, Activities, booths 
(crafts, bake sale, produce, 
etc.), live and silent auctions, 
lots of food, All day event,  
No admission, free parking, 
Pioneer Hall on Freeman 
Academy campus, Freeman, 
SD, 605-925-7009

August 3-4 
Senior Games, Yankton, 
SD, Contact Kristi Hauer at 
605-665-4685 or Brittany Orr 
605-668-5238

August 4
Growing Nuts and Hops 
Tours, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Free, 
Food truck offering meals for 
sale, Yankton, SD,  
605-681-6793 or  
SDSPAinfo@gmail.com 

August 9-12
28th Annual Old-Fashioned 
Threshing Show, Free, Flea 
Market, Thursday Tractor 
Booster Drive at 5 p.m.,  
Friday Tractor Pull at 
4 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Parade 1:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Parade 1 p.m. Sunday, Lunch 
served on grounds each day, 
Featuring Case, Located on 
the Bahnson Farm, 3 miles 
south of Humboldt, SD on 
Hwy. 19, 4 miles north of 
corner of Hwy. 42 and 19

August 23-25 
Senior Games, Watertown, 
SD, Contact Jeremy Herrboldt 
or Josh Maag at 605-882-6260

August 23-26 
56th Annual Steam Threshing 
Jamboree featuring the 
Minneapolis Moline National 
Show, Prairie Village, 
Madison, SD, 800-693-3644

August 25 
McCrossan Boys Ranch 
Xtreme Event Rodeo, 
4:30 p.m. – Pre-show 
 entertainment, 5:30 p.m. – 
Rodeo Show, McCrossan Boys 
Ranch Campus, 605-339-1203 
www.mccrossan.org

August 30
Value Added Ag Day and 
Specialty Crop Workshops at 
the State Fair, SD Value Added 
Ag Development Center 
and SD Specialty Producers, 
Huron, SD, 605-681-6793 or 
SDSPAinfo@gmail.com

September 6-9 
Senior State Games, Sioux 
Falls, SD, Howard Bich at 
605-491-0635 or visit  
southdakotaseniorgames.org

September 9
18th Annual Antique Tractor 
and Car Parade, 1 p.m., 
Registration for entrees from 
10 a.m. to noon, Farmer, SD, 
Contact Vonnie 605-239-4498 
or 605-215-8383 

September 21-22
Holiday Arts Fall Craft Show, 
Mitchell, SD, 605-359-2049

October 20
Health Connect Fair, 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Sioux Falls, SD, 
Contact Fran Rice at  
605-371-1000 or toll-free 
1-888-761-5437

November 16-17
Holiday Arts Christmas Craft 
Show, Masonic Temple, 
Mitchell, SD, 605-359-2049


