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Thanks to those of you 
who were able to take time 
out of your busy schedule to 
attend our annual meeting 
in Lennox on Thursday, June 
8, 2017. We always enjoy 
visiting with all of you and 
informing you on the activi-
ties of your electric coopera-
tive any time we cross paths 
and especially in a formal 

manner such as our annual meeting. Your participa-
tion shows your interest in your cooperative business. 
You select your directors to help us plan for the future, 
deal with current issues, work through items that come 
up on a daily basis and you are the main reason that 
Southeastern Electric Cooperative, Inc., exists. Serving 
you with quality electric service is a top priority here at 
your electric cooperative. I am proud to say that work-
ing with your elected board of directors and side-by-
side with some of the best employees anywhere brings 
me great satisfaction to inform you that your electric 
cooperative is doing well and looking for new oppor-
tunities for you, our member/owners, in the years to 
come.

During the business meeting, we were able to 
review your electric cooperative’s financial condition, 
summarize the activities of our state and national orga-
nizations, briefly review the activities of 2016, discuss 
the issues impacting your electric bill and update you 
on a host of other activities at your electric coopera-
tive. We hope that you came away from the meeting 

with more knowledge on the issues and items impact-
ing your electric cooperative today and into the future. 
Rules and regulations on a state and federal level have 
impacted the costs we pay for the power purchased 
through your cooperative power supply system and we 
will continue to work with state, national and power 
supply organizations to minimize the impact of rising 
costs on your monthly power bill. 2016 proved to be 
a very challenging year for all of us with some major 
changes in our cost of purchased power, but we look to 
the future with optimism for some long overdue stabil-
ity for your electric cooperative power supply system. 

To wrap things up, thanks for your participation in 
your annual meeting and selecting quality directors to 
represent you on your board of directors. Congratula-
tions to Leslie Mehlhaff (District 1 – Parkston/Tripp 
areas), Chris Hofer (District 4 – Tea area), Richard 
Olsen (District 7 – Centerville, Irene and Viborg 
areas) and Patrick Scheier (District 10 – Canistota/
Montrose areas) for being elected by our members 
to represent you on the Southeastern board of direc-
tors. Your elected board of directors do an excellent 
job thinking strategically, planning for the future and 
asking the questions that you the members of South-
eastern need them to ask relating to affordable, reliable 
and dependable electric power. With an active and 
involved membership, quality board members and 
top notch employees, your electric cooperative is set 
to provide you with quality electric services not only 
today, but for many years to come! 

Thanks again for your participation in your electric 
cooperative!

Looking for New Opportunities to Serve

Manager’s Report

Like to Cook? Send Us Your Recipes

We are looking for original or your favorite recipes that are a hit at your house. Each month 
we will hold a drawing from the recipes that are submitted for a $10 credit on the winner’s 
electric account. 

Please note that each month’s winner will then be entered in a yearly drawing for a grand 
prize at the end of the year, not at the annual meeting. 

All recipes that we receive will be forwarded to SDREA for possible publication in Southeastern Electric Cooperative Connections. 
Recipes for the August magazine should be submitted by June 30. The last winner of the $10 credit was Delores Davis of Sioux 
Falls. You can e-mail your recipes to brett@southeasternelectric.com or mail them to Southeastern Electric, PO Box 250, Salem, SD 
57058-0250.

Upcoming recipe topics are Salads in August, Garden Produce in September and Pasta in October.

Brad Schardin
General Manager
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Title VI – Statement of Non-Discrimination
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 
the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohib-
ited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), 
sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, 
political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by

USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 

audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 800-877-8339. Additionally, program information may be 
made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint 
and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. 
To request a copy of the complaint form, call 866-632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410; (2) fax: 202-690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
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munications

This summer, four workers have been hired as 
utility assistants to help the line crews.

On May 8, Kevin Hubbard of Columbia, 
Tenn., started at the Sioux Falls office and 
Austin Letcher of Alexandria started at the 
Marion office. The following week, Jesse Muth 
of Canova started at the Salem office while Lu-
cas Schreurs of Tea started at the Viborg office 
toward the end of May. 

Letcher, Muth and Schreurs are 2017 gradu-
ates of the power line construction and mainte-
nance program at Mitchell Technical Institute 
while Hubbard earned his power line degree in 
2016 and is a 2017 graduate of MTI’s electrical 
utilities and substation technology program.

Norbert Says Adios
Southeastern Electric said goodbye to Utility Locator Norbert Sonen 
who officially retired on April 17 after more than 14 years with the 
cooperative. Norbert started on March 10, 2003, and at that time was 
our only utility locator. Times are changing and now we have a total of 
four full-time locators.

 It seemed Norbert always had some very unusual things happen to 
him while in the field. None more ironic than when locating wire in 
the ditch for a large cross to be placed along I-29 south of Sioux Falls 
when a large piece of metal flew off a semi-trailer and came within a 

couple of feet of hitting him in the head. That’s one we will never forget. 
As far as plans for his retirement you can count on it not slowing him down, his love for 

life and adventurous spirit will keep him young and going strong for years to come. Norbert 
and his stories will be missed at SEC and we wish him and his wife, Verna, much happiness 
in their retirement. 

NewsEmployee

Four Hired for 
Summer Work

Austin LetcherKevin Hubbard

Jesse Muth Lucas Schreurs

 and we’re sure he would say the 
same
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Safety Tips

Electrical Safety Tips 
for the 4th of July
It’s fi nally summer and in just a few days, the biggest holiday 
of the season arrives: the 4th of July! As you prepare for back-

yard BBQs and poolside fun, 
there are some important things 
to remember to make sure it’s a 
safe holiday.

Whether you are hosting or 
heading over to a neighbor’s or 
relative’s house to celebrate, we 

have a few safety tips to share with you so that your friends 
and family enjoy your time together and avoid accidents:

Summer Holiday Poolside Electrical Safety Tips:
Spending time in and around the pool is a big part of sum-

mer and celebration during the warmest months of the year. 
Regardless of whether you are hosting a get-together at your 
home or someone else’s, make sure the chances for accidents 
are minimal by following these simple safety steps:

• Never run electrical cords over or alongside the pool. 
Water and electricity don’t mix!

• If you are decorating the backyard, string party lights 
a minimum of three feet away from the pool or any water 
source.

• Store and activate fi reworks as far away from the pool as 
possible.

• Never use a fl oatation device to support an electrical ap-
pliance (fan, etc.).

• Never cross the pool exit or towel storage area with electri-
cal wires.

• Always use safety caps on electrical outlets near water.
• When possible, use GFCI outlets to protect yourself and 

your electrical appliances outdoors.
   

Electrical Power Line Safety Tips:
Power lines run through neighborhoods and can even pass 

through overgrown trees. They’re often the most dangerous 
when you don’t even notice they’re there because you either see 
them all of the time or they are covered by tree canopies. Stay 
mindful and remember these safety tips when you’re spending 
time in the backyard or outdoor neighborhoods:

• Never let kids (or adults for that matter) climb trees that 
are near power lines.

• Make sure your trees are trimmed and out of the way of 
power lines running through your yard or near your home.

• Never attempt to touch a downed power line. If there is 
one in your yard, call your local electric cooperative immedi-
ately. There can still be current running through the line and 
an active line is highly dangerous.

Source: www.allstarelectrical.com

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric 
cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, youʼll 
receive a prize. All entries must include your name, age, mailing address and 
the names of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

Kidsʼ Corner Safety Poster

Atoya Howey, 9 years old
Atoya is the daughter of Valerie Howey, Hill City, S.D. She 
is a member of Black Hills Electric Cooperative, Custer, S.D.

“Never use a fork to get your toast out of the toaster.”

Stay informed: Check local news 
for extreme heat alerts.

Stay cool: If you do not have access 
to an air-conditioned space, visit a shop-
ping mall or public library for a few hours. 
Call your local health department to 
locate heat-relief shelters in your area. 

Stay hydrated: Drink (nonalcoholic) 
fluids regularly, regardless of your activity 
level. Wear lightweight, light-colored, 
loose-fitting clothing. 

Don’t leave anyone in a closed, 
parked vehicle

Do check on elderly friends 
and neighbors.

During periods of extreme heat, hot weather mixed with 
outdoor activities can lead to dangerous situations. Accord
ing to the CDC, people can suffer heat-related illness when 
their bodies are unable to properly cool themselves. During 
extreme heat, follow these guidelines to protect yourself 
and your loved ones.

Heat Stress: 
Who’s At Risk?

Beat the
Extreme Heat

HEAT 
ALERT

Stay Informed: Check local news for  
extreme heat alerts.
 
Stay Cool: If you do not have access to an air-condi-
tioned space, visit a shopping mall or public library 
for a few hours. Call your local health department to 
locate heat-relief shelters in your area.
 
Stay Hydrated: Drink (nonalcoholic) fluids regularly, 
regardless of your activity level. Wear lightweight, 
light-colored, loose-fitting clothing.
 
Don’t leave anyone (or pets) in a closed,  
parked vehicle.
 
Do check on elderly friends  
and neighbors.

Heat Stress: Who’s at Risk?
Adults over the age of 65, children under the age of 4, 
individuals with chronic medical conditions such as heart 
disease and those without access to air conditioning.
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Beat the Extreme Heat
During periods of extreme heat, hot weather mixed  
with outdoor activities can lead to dangerous situations.  
According to the CDC, people can suffer heat-related illness when 
their bodies are unable to properly cool themselves. During extreme 
heat, follow these guidelines to protect yourself and your loved ones.
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Easy Rhubarb Dessert
1 cake mix (strawberry, white, 

yellow or lemon)
3 cups sliced rhubarb

1 cup chopped walnuts, divided
3/4 cup brown sugar

Prepare cake mix according to package directions. Fold in 
rhubarb and 1/2 cup chopped walnuts. Pour into a greased 
9x13-inch glass pan. Sprinkle top with brown sugar and 
remaining walnuts. Bake at 325°F. for 30 to 40 minutes. 
Serve with lemon sauce, whipped topping or just plain.

Elaine Rowett, Sturgis

French Coconut Pie
4 T. butter
2 eggs
1 T. all-purpose flour
3/4 cup sugar

1 cup milk
1 cup or 3-1/2 oz. can shredded 

coconut
1 9-inch unbaked pie shell

In a large bowl, combine melted butter, eggs, flour, sugar, 
milk and coconut. Pour into pie shell. Bake at 400°F. until 
firm, about 45 to 60 minutes.

Lynn Holzerland, Waubay

RecipesReader

S’mores Pie
Graham Cracker Crust:
1-1/2 cups graham cracker crumbs 
7 T. butter, melted 
1/3 cup sugar 

Filling:
3/4 cup heavy cream 

6 oz. semi-sweet chocolate, chopped 
2 tsp. McCormick® Ground Cinnamon 
1 T. plus 1 tsp. McCormick® Extra Rich Pure 

Vanilla Extract, divided 
1 (7 oz.) jar marshmallow creme 
4 oz. (1/2 package) cream cheese, softened 
1 (8 oz.) container whipped topping

For the crust, mix all ingredients in medium bowl. Press into bottom and up 
sides of 9-inch pie plate. Set aside. For the filling, bring cream just to boil 
in small saucepan. Pour over chocolate in medium heatproof bowl. Let stand 
1 minute then stir until smooth. Stir in cinnamon and 1 tsp. of the vanilla. 
Pour into prepared crust. Refrigerate 30 minutes or until chocolate is firm. 
(Freeze 15 minutes for faster chilling.) Beat marshmallow creme, cream cheese 
and remaining 1 T. vanilla in large bowl with electric mixer on medium speed 
until well blended. Gently stir in whipped topping until well blended. Spread 
evenly over chocolate layer in crust. Refrigerate at least 2 hours or until ready 
to serve. Garnish with chocolate curls or toasted marshmallows, if desired. 
Yield: 8 servings

Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 600, Total Fat 36g, Sodium 
267mg, Cholesterol 75mg, Carbohydrates 65g, Dietary Fiber 2g, Protein 4g

Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Easy Cake Dessert 
1 spice cake mix 
1 can apple pie filling 
3 eggs 

6 T. sugar 
2 tsp. cinnamon 
1/2 cup chopped nuts

Combine spice cake mix, apple pie filling and eggs. 
Pour half the batter into a 9x13-inch greased pan. Mix 
together sugar and cinnamon; sprinkle half over batter. 
Add remaining batter; top with sugar mixture and nuts. 
Bake at 350°F. for 30 to 35 minutes. Top with ice cream or 
whipped cream.

Carolyn Saugstad, Alcester

Bourbon Peach Cobbler
2-1/4 cups plus 1 T. flour, divided
2/3 cup plus 1/2 cup sugar, 

divided
2 (16 oz.) bags frozen peaches, 

6 cups

8 T. bourbon, divided
1 T. baking powder
12 T. butter
3/4 cup half-and-half
1 large egg

Butter bottom and sides of 9x13-inch baking dish. 
Combine 1 T. flour, 2/3 cup sugar, 4 T. bourbon and 
peaches in a medium bowl. Spread mixture evenly in 
bottom of baking dish. Whisk together remaining flour, 
sugar and baking powder. Melt butter in a medium bowl. 
Mix in half-and-half, egg and remaining bourbon. Stir 
the butter mixture into the dry mixture (add cinnamon if 
desired) and whisk until smooth. Drop dollops of batter 
over peaches evenly. Bake at 375°F. for 50 minutes or until 
top is golden and toothpick inserted into center comes out 
clean. Serve with ice cream. 

Cortney Reedy, Tea

Raspberry Poke Cake
1 white cake mix
1 (3 oz.) pkg. raspberry jello
1 (8 oz.) container whipped 

topping

1 cup hot water
1 (3 oz) carton raspberry yogurt
2 (10 oz.) boxes fresh 

raspberries

Prepare and bake cake according to package directions in 
a 9x13-inch pan. Remove from oven and poke holes in 
cake while warm with a wooden spoon handle or knife 
handle. Mix together jello and water, stirring until jello 
is dissolved. Pour over holes in cake. Cool. Mix whipped 
topping and yogurt together until blended; gently fold in 
raspberries. Spread evenly on cake. Refrigerate.

Barbara Angerhofer, Hendricks, MN 

Delectable
Desserts

Please send 
your favorite 
salad, garden 
produce or 
pasta recipes 
to your local 
electric coop-
erative (ad-
dress found on 
Page 3). Each 
recipe printed 
will be entered 
into a draw-
ing for a prize 
in December 
2017. All 
entries must 
include your 
name, mailing 
address, tele-
phone number 
and coopera-
tive name.
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The damage pictured here is from the May 1 
snow storm. The photos are from a two-mile 
stretch between Menno and Turkey Ridge where 
all the poles were broken off by the snowstorm.  

We are now half-way 
through the 2017 construc-
tion season and it sure looks 
like Southeastern is going 
to be extremely busy all the 
way to New Year’s Day. We’ve 
had many requests for new 
services to homes, businesses 
and farms. A matter of fact, 
in the first quarter of this 
year, we connected 195 new 
services. This is more than 
four times the average num-
ber of services we’ve installed 
during the same time period 

in the previous 10 years. We’ve also received plans for several 
new commercial and housing developments that will be built 
in and around the Sioux Falls area over the next few years. 

Some of the major service projects that we’re working on 
include two new dairies, several other large confinement units 
and expansion projects to existing grain handling and ethanol 

facilities. We also need to 
move more than 30 miles 
of distribution lines due to 
construction projects along 
U.S. Highway 18.

In addition to the work-
load that results from the 
requests of our members, 
we will be working on proj-
ects that ensure that we can adequately serve the load growth 
in Southeastern’s service territory in a reliable manner. This 
past January, our board of directors approved the 2017-2020 
Construction Work Plan. This plan outlines the work that 
must be completed over the next four years. It includes 481 
miles of distribution line rebuild and construction projects, 
meaning we will need to install approximately 120 miles this 
year to comply with the work plan. 

As always, you can be confident that Southeastern is pre-
pared to meet the service needs of its current and new mem-
bers in 2017. Our operations and member service crews are 
working hard alongside our contractors.

A Busy Start to 2017

Operation Manager’s Report

John Euchner
Operations & Engineering Manager
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Board Summary Report
The board of directors of Southeastern Electric Cooperative met on Thursday, 
May 18, 2017, with all directors present. Also present were Manager Brad Schardin, 
Attorney Alan Peterson and staff members John McDonald, John Euchner, Todd 
Nelson and Mark Neu. 

 Manager Schardin in his report reviewed with the board the following items: 
• Commented on the conflicting dates for the upcoming Basin MAC meeting 

with the regular board meeting in July. 
• Reviewed the information and background on Arcadia Energy’s green power 

promotions in the area and options for Southeastern beginning in 2018. 
• Updated the board that SDREA General Manager Ed Andersen has been sched-

uled to visit with the cooperative. 
• Reviewed residential rate compari-

sons of South Dakota co-ops and Xcel 
Energy. 

• Commented to the board about 
SDREA’s plans for local legislators to 
tour Basin Electric’s facilities. 

• Updated the board on the upcoming softball and fishing tournament to raise 
money for SDREA’s Charity Ride.

• Commented on the internal department evaluations and changes of the organi-
zation and organizational structure over the next few years. 

• Reviewed the circulation folder and various member-related issues.
CFO John McDonald reviewed his written report, the budget-to-actual compari-

sons as of March 31, 2017, and the preliminary financial report for April 2017. 
Operations Manager John Euchner reviewed his written report along with the 

outage and safety reports. He also reviewed comments from the RESAP on-site 
review and detailed information on the May 1, 2017, snow storm. 

Marketing and Member Services Manager Mark Neu reviewed his written report 
and commented on the possible coordination of marketing renewable energy credits 
in 2018. 

Consumer Relations and IT Manager Todd Nelson reviewed his written report 
and informed the board of the hiring of a new CSR for the Sioux Falls office. He also 
addressed questions on cyber security improvement options with SmartHub.

In his legal report, Attorney Peterson commented on the bankruptcy of a solar 
panel provider used by several electric cooperatives, a potential tax assessment for 
utilities serving loads within a municipal electric system and legal positions to be 
aware of regarding the use of co-op poles by governmental agencies.

The board acted on the following motions: 
• A motion was made and seconded to approve the consent agenda. Motion car-

ried. 
• A motion was made and seconded to approve Amendment B to the Electric 

Service Agreement with a large power load, subject to a minor wording change in 
section 4. Motion carried.

• A motion was made and seconded to approve Retail Rate Schedule LPS-POET 
Biorefining-Chancellor as presented. Motion carried.

• A motion was made and seconded to select Scheier and Mehlhaff as the delegate 
and alternate, respectively, and authorize them to attend the NCSC annual meeting 
on behalf of the cooperative. Motion carried.

• A motion was made and seconded to set the July meeting for Friday, July 21, 
2017, at the Marion office. 

The next regular monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, June 22, 2017, at the 
Marion office.

A Busy Start to 2017

NewsBoard
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summer brings a variety hometown celebra-
tions to many Main Streets in South Dakota and 
western Minnesota. 

Some celebrate heritage and culture such as 
wacipis in many western South Dakota communi-
ties to those celebrating ethnic groups such as Czech 
Days (Tabor, S.D.), Danish Days (Viborg, S.D.) 
and Æbleskiver Days (Tyler, Minn.)

And then there’s the celebrations that just seem 
truly unique.

In South Central South Dakota, the commu-
nity of Burke opens its streets for a cattle drive of 
long-horned bovines as it kicks off its annual Burke 
Stampede and Rodeo July 14-16. In addition to 
rodeo performances, the celebration features a trail 

Unique 
 Celebrations

ride and cowboy cookout. Find out more at http://
www.burkestampederodeo.com/home.html

The town of Custer in western South Dakota 
taps into its historical roots when it hosts Gold 
Discovery Days each July.

The 2017 Gold Discovery Days, set for July 21 
to 23 includes a Gold Nugget hunt for kids, the 
area’s annual bed races and also daily balloon rallies.

For more information, go to www.visitcuster.
com/chamber/events/custergolddiscoverydays/

Head north and east of Custer a few hours on 
July 23 and you’ll encounter the 41st running of the 
Reva Turtle Races.

The races featuring the hard shell contestants 
bring dozens of people to the unincorporated town 

mower Races (June11 in 

Nemo Outhouse Races
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in eastern Harding County.
Be sure to check the event’s Facebook page at https://www.

facebook.com/Reva-Turtle-Races-124003867629956/ for 
more information.

In western Minnesota, the town of Tyler, Minn., proudly 
boosts its Danish heritage with Æbleskiver Days.

The town celebrates the little sphere-shaped Danish 
pancakes with three shifts of volunteers cooking up the treats 
throughout the event. The celebration will also include a 
kickball tournament on July 22 and also a Cruise-In Car Show 
during Æbleskiver Days from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the fair-
grounds in Tyler.

A new addition to the town celebration this year is Rainbow 
Country Trolley. The 30-foot long trolley will be pulled by two 
Belgian draft horses. The owner/driver Gerry Buse will enter-
tain with singing and music during the ride. The trolley will be 
available to ride from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The pick up and drop 
off sites are: the fairgrounds, the band shell, and Danebod. It 
will take roughly 30 minutes to go from the Fairgrounds to the 
Danebod, so please plan accordingly.

To learn more about the event, go to https://www.facebook.
com/aebleskiverdays

The revving of lawn mower engines can be heard at celebra-
tions across south central South Dakota as drivers 
in the Pukwana Mower Races make appearances 
at events in South Dakota from April through 
October.

Find out more about the schedule at http://
www.pukwanamowerracing.com/race-schedule.
html

According to the Clark Potato Days site, “the 
potato is king in Clark, S.D., where local farmers 
grow bushels of the tasty tuber. That’s why, each 
year, the town throws a party in honor of its favor-
ite over-used, under-appreciated starch.”

The site goes on to promote the eastern South 
Dakota’s annual event by pointing out, “Mr. Potato 
Head is proud of Clark’s celebration, and will be 
making an appearance at this year’s festivities. The 
locals vie for top honors in a Best Decorated Potato 

Unique 
 Celebrations

Left: Potato Wrestling is part of 
Clark’s Potato Days celebration.
Below: Custer’s Gold Discovery 
Days feature bed races. Bottom: 
A variety of old tractors can be 
seen in use during the Twin Rivers 
Old Iron Festival in Delmont in 
September. Opposite page: Lawn 
mower races are featured in several 
communities. Cover: Longhorn cattle 
make their way into town for the 
Burke Stampede. 

Contest. Past winners included an astro-
naut, farmer, race cars, and tooth. The 
Potato Dish Cooking Contests always 
bring out the best cooks in the county. 
And, the highlight of the celebration in-
volves grown adults wrestling each other 
in mashed potatoes!

“Besides all the potato stuff, the event features those small-
town festival activities that keep families and regular folks 
coming back year after year,” the site continues.

Among the events during the celebration is Mashed Potato 
Wrestling, which starts this year at 11:30 a.m. on Aug. 17.

On Sept. 
9-10, the 
community of 
Delmont, S.D., 
will host its 
Kuchen Festival 
and the Twin 
Rivers Old Iron 
Festival. The 
German dessert 
festival, which 
was first held in 
1997, will be held Sept. 9 while the farm equipment festival is 
both days.

Find out more http://www.delmontsd.org/kuchen_festi-
val_and_twin_rivers.htm

Be sure to check out other happenings in communities near 
you on the back page of this magazine.
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$7,500 in Scholarships Awarded
$1,000 Winners

Marisa Morris 
of Harrisburg and 
daughter to Craig 
and Katy Mor-
ris has plans to 
major in biology at 
Drake University 
this coming school 
year.

Dustin Rich-
ards of Hurley 
and son to Christopher and Amy Richards is planning to 
attend the School of Mines and Technology; his major will be 
computer engineering.

Jordanna Kruse of Lennox and daughter to Paul and Lau-
rie Kruse will be attending Northwestern College and majoring 

in psychology. 
Joey Eickman of Salem and son to Mark and Beth Eick-

man will be attending SDSU for mechanical engineering. 
Whitney Fuerst of Tripp and daughter to Dennis and Jodi 

Fuerst has plans to attend SDSU for mechanical engineering. 

$500 Winners
Courtnee 

Edelman of 
Menno and 
daughter to Kevin 
and Lisa Edelman 
will be attending 
Augustana Univer-
sity for elementary 
education this fall.

Hunter Riley 
Dunteman of 
Harrisburg and son to Dave and Jane Dunteman has plans to 
attend SDSU for advertising and political science. 

Camden Weeldreyer of Emery and son to Sandy and 
Liz Weeldreyer will be attending Dordt College this fall and 
majoring in mechanical engineering. 

Alison Knutson of Centerville and daughter to Jason and 

Alicia Knutson has plans to attend SDSU and study agricul-
tural education and agricultural business. 

Abbie Cleveland of Montrose and daughter to Jay and 
Colleen Cleveland will be attending SDSU this fall and major-
ing in pharmaceutical studies. 

NewsYouth

Marisa Morris Dustin Richards Jordanna Kruse Joey Eickman Whitney Fuerst

Courtnee Edelman Hunter Riley Dunteman Camden Weeldreyer Alison Knutson Abbie Cleveland

Ryan Brockmueller Hunter Peters Grace Quartier

Trio Represent Co-op on Tour
Three area teens represented Southeastern Electric Cooperative on 
the 2017 Rural Electric Youth Tour to Washington, D.C., June 8-15.

While in Washington, the students met with the state’s congres-
sional delegation, gathered with 1,700 teens from across the country 
for a youth rally and educational sessions and toured the area’s 
historic venues including Arlington National Cemetery, the Jefferson, 
Lincoln, Roosevelt and Martin Luther King, Jr., memorials as well as 
the Vietnam, Korean and WWII memorials, the United States Holocaust 
Museum and Memorial, the National Archives and the Kennedy Center.

Look for their reports on the trip in future issues of this magazine. 2017 Southeastern Electric Youth Tourists



COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS • July 2017 11

CLIP & MAIL - Register by July 3

As members of Southeastern Electric Cooperative, we want to 
participate in the three-day tour to East River Electric Power 
Cooperative and Basin Electric Power Cooperative facilities. 
If we are selected, we will pay thirty dollars ($30) per person 
toward the expenses of the three-day tour.

Names: ______________________________ and 
 (first) (last)

  ________________________________________________ 
 (first) (last)

Location Number(s): ________________________
Mailing Address:  __________________________
City:  _________________________________
State: _______ Zip Code:  ___________________
Home Phone Number:  ______________________
Cell Phone Number:  ________________________
Signed:  _______________________________

Another year has gone by and plans for the 2017 Couples Tour are being made. Do you 
need a short break this summer from your daily routine? Why not join 26 other couples on 
your cooperative’s Couples Tour. Send in your application today.

What is the Couples Tour? The tour gives member-consumers of the cooperative 
the opportunity to learn how electricity is generated and transmitted to them for
 their use. It includes tours of hydro and coal-generating plants, a coal mine 
(weather permitting) and operation centers of your power suppliers.

When is the tour? The dates for the tour are Aug. 2-4. 
A complete itinerary of the tour will be furnished on 
request and to the trip participants.

How much does the tour cost? There is a 
minimum financial commitment on the part of 
the members taking the trip of $30 per 
person or $60 per couple. This fee is the 
only expenditure the member will 
make except for personal expenses. 
Lodging, meals and transportation 
will be provided.

How do I apply? Just fill 
out the application blank 
below and return it to
Southeastern Electric 
at either PO Box 
388, Marion, SD 
57043-0388 or 
PO Box 105, 
Alcester, SD 57001. 

If we receive more applications than a bus load, the selection of participants will be done 
by a drawing with representation from all geographical areas of the cooperative.

Couples Tour Dates Set 
Deadline for applications July 3

What is the deadline for applying? 
The deadline for applications is July 3, 2017.

For more information, you should contact one 
of the cooperative’s offices at 1-800-333-2859.

Above: Participants on the 
2016 Southeastern Elec-
tric Cooperative Couple’s 
Tour pose for a photo at 
Oahe Dam near Pierre, 
S.D. Right: It’s hard hats 
and smiles for this 2016 
group during its tour of 
Antelope Valley Station 
near Beulah, N.D.
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Engineering 
Early Electrification

There aren’t many people left who remember 
what life was like in rural South Dakota in the late 
1940s when the countryside was first electrified by 
cooperatives. However, Jim Duvall, who turned 100 
years old on May 29, 2017, is the exception.

“I was one of the pioneers out there,” Duvall 
recalled during a phone conversation in May from his 
Virginia home just days before his 100th birthday.

Duvall grew up in McIntosh, S.D., but moved 
away for college and later a job with the Signal Corps 
in Chicago, Ill., inspecting radar equipment for bomb-
ers during World War II. 

After the war was over, Duvall started working as 
an engineer for the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and the Rural Electrification Administration. The 

centenarian knows the exact day he started his job 
with REA; he reported to the St. Louis, Mo., office on 
Nov. 19, 1945.

After spending a few months in St. Louis, Duvall 
was moved to Washington, D.C., and in 1947 he 
requested a transfer to South Dakota. He spent 13 
years stationed in Aberdeen as a REA field engineer 
where he inspected new co-op lines that were being 
constructed and energized for the very first time fol-
lowing the war.

“The transformers and wire and everything became 
available and lines could be staked out and construc-
tion could start again (after the war),” Duvall said. 
“Everything is flat (on the Great Plains) and there 
aren’t a lot of obstructions and a contractor could get a 

Retired REA Engineer Honored By South Dakota Governor

Ben Dunsmoor
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lot done in a day, so it kept me busy.”
During his time in Aberdeen, Du-

vall oversaw electric and telephone line 
construction loans and building projects 
in North Dakota, South Dakota, Min-
nesota, Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin. 
He very likely inspected Northern 
Electric Cooperative lines as the first 
poles, wires and meters were energized 
starting in 1945 with construction 
continuing through the late 1940s 
and into the 1950s.

“A big part of my job was to make 
the final inspection and to make any 
modifications before the lines were 
energized and before the contrac-
tors got paid,” Duvall said. 

Following his work in South Dakota, 
Duvall was transferred back to Washington, D.C. 
where he became the REA Chief Engineer for the 
southwest and western regions. In 1959, he was given 
a Meritorious Service Award for his 13 years of service 
in Aberdeen. Duvall was also honored in 1958 and 
1959 as ‘Engineer of the Year’ for the REA.

This spring, South Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard 
also honored Duvall for his role in electrifying rural 
America when he issued an Executive Proclamation 
proclaiming that May 29, 2017, Duvall’s 100th birth-
day, be known as Jim Duvall Day in the state of South 
Dakota. 

“It was really a terrific surprise and I felt so hon-
ored,” Duvall said.

The proclamation was issued after Jim Duvall’s 
son, Don Duvall, called the offices of governors in the 
states his dad worked in during his career. Don Duvall 
asked the offices for a signed picture for his dad’s 
birthday. Governor Daugaard’s office instead reached 
out to Don Duvall and said they would like to issue a 
proclamation.

“I said, 
‘wow, this 
is a super 
surprise – I’m 
amazed you 
would pick up 
the phone and 
call me,’” Don 
Duvall said.
“The Governor 
was very pleased 
to help celebrate 
Jim’s milestone 
in this way,” Gov.
Daugaard’s Chief 

  of Staff Tony 
VenHuizen said. “As the proclamation said, South 
Dakota is a strong state today because of the contribu-
tions of people like Jim Duvall. It’s hard to understate 
the transformative impact that rural electrification had 
on South Dakota.”

Don Duvall said his dad enjoyed working for REA 
and took pride in overseeing early line construction for 
electric and telephone co-ops in rural South Dakota. 
Duvall said his dad would even point out his work 
during family vacations.

“Whenever we were in a rural area, he would pull 
over and say that’s a REA line over there,” Don Duvall 
said.

Jim Duvall retired from the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture in 1976 as a REA regional manager stationed 
in Washington, D.C., but he says his greatest memories 
and accomplishments came during his time as a field 
engineer in South Dakota. 

“My best days were actually in the field. I felt like I 
was doing something. I had my hands on,” Duvall said.

And, as Duvall celebrates his 100th birthday at his 
home in Virginia, that is what he will remember about 
a career that helped electrify and connect the country-
side.

“It was interesting work and I enjoyed it.”

Opposite Page: In this January 1959 photo, Dave Hamil, ad-
ministrator of the Rural Electrification Administration, presents 
Jim Duvall a Meritorious Service Award for his 13 years as an 
REA field engineer. Duvall would later become the REA’s chief 
engineer. COURTESY PHOTO

Duvall 
says his 
greatest 
memories 
and ac-
complish-
ments 
came 
during 
his time 
as a field 
engineer 
in South 
Dakota.
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Nearly 1,100 people enjoyed a delicious meal by Central 
Catering of Hawarden, Iowa, on June 8, 2017, at the Lennox 
Public High School. Lennox City Administrator Amanda An-
glin gave a welcoming address and Pastor Daryl Dachtler of the 
First Baptist Church in Viborg gave the invocation. 

Director Leslie Mehlhaff had checked with the registration 
desk and there were approximately 482 members registered for 
this year’s annual meeting. Having established a quorum of at 
least 50 registered members, it is in legal session to act on the 
business to come before the meeting.

President Don Heeren welcomed everyone 
to their annual membership meeting and 
commented, “The theme for this year’s annual 
meeting is “The Road to New Opportunity,” 
which seems very appropriate based on the 
strategic planning established by the board 
and management to help define the future 
direction of your electric cooperative.” He 
explained that the board and management 
recently completed a strategic thinking session to re-focus ef-
forts to concentrate on four strategic goals. These goals consist 
of a financial plan, a member communication plan, a human 
resources plan and a brick and mortar facility modernization 
plan. “So hopefully you can see that ‘the road to new oppor-
tunity’ is an appropriate theme for this year’s meeting and that 

Southeastern Electric Cooperative’s 

Annual Membership 
Meeting Held in Lennox

your board and management are steering your co-op down the 
appropriate path,” stated Heeren. 

He also mentioned some legislative issues that have and are 
facing the co-op. He commented that there are many issues 
that remain unresolved and that Basin Electric is still going for-
ward with its original plan to diversify its generation portfolio 
and strive to reduce its carbon footprint in the future. “Hope-
fully, we won’t see any roadblocks or major rate increases as 
they journey forward on “The Road to New Opportunity” 

said Heeren, referring to Basin Electric’s future 
plans. 

Treasurer Daryl Terveen, director of District 
9, gave the treasurer’s report. In his report, 
Terveen noted that in 2016 your cooperative 
invested nearly $11 million into the distri-
bution system to improve reliability, make 
ordinary replacements and provide service to 
nearly 500 new services. He also stated that 
your board felt fortunate that our financial 

condition allowed us to continue the practice of refunding a 
portion of your patronage capital credits last December when 
a general refund of $750,000 was issued to our members. 
Terveen concluded, “I’m happy to report that 2016 was a good 
year for Southeastern and will enable us to maintain competi-
tive retail rates and that the 2016 financial statements audited 

President Don Heeren gives his report.
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by Eide Bailly issued a “clean” opinion. 
Members elected four incumbents, which all ran unop-

posed. Directors Leslie Mehlhaff, District 1; Chris Hofer, 
District 4; Richard Olsen, District 7; and Pat Scheier, District 
10; were all re-elected for another three-year term. 

General Manager Brad Schardin presented his report to the 
membership. Schardin welcomed the 
members to their annual meeting and 
touched on many different topics such 
as the new safety campaign, the surprise 
May 1 snow storm and introduced the 
employees. From there he went into 
details on the huge shift in power supply 
resources for the past 15 to 20 years. 
“These new resources come at a much 
higher cost today which continues to 
drive our rates to you,” said Schardin, 
referring to the trends moving away 
from coal-based generation. He also 
commented on the two controversial 
proposed wind projects in South Da-
kota. Neither of these are cooperative-
sponsored projects and encouraged 
members to inform themselves on the 
issues as they move forward.

Schardin explained the need for the recent rate increase 
and how he hopes that the rates will begin to stabilize in the 
future. “We are working very hard with Basin Electric for 
rate stability as we go forward for 2018 and beyond,” replied 
Schardin. In closing, he informed the membership that there 
are plans to update some of the facilities for security purposes 

and because some are too antiquated and need to be replaced. 
Schardin concluded his report by saying, “SEC is committed 
to serving our changing and diverse membership with quality 
electric services through sound business practices, communica-
tions, education and progressive leadership, today and into the 
future: with your help and cooperation.”

Director John Ostraat recognized 
the recipients of Southeastern’s 
Scholarship and Youth Tour pro-
grams and the Touchstone Energy® 
Scholar of the week winners. Ostraat 
congratulated all of the students for 
their achievements and commented 
that although there were numer-
ous outstanding applicants from 
the Southeastern membership, the 
academic accomplishments of these 
young people during high school, 
along with their numerous extracur-
ricular activities and honors are, very 
impressive. In closing, Ostraat said, 
“Southeastern is proud to sponsor 
these programs to honor the achieve-
ments of these fine students.” 

Following the close of the meeting, prizes were given away. 
Charles Deutscher of Olivet was the winner of the $500 grand 
prize, Ella Odland of Centerville won the MECO electric grill 
and Emily Luikens was the recipe drawing winner. 

The board of directors and the employees of Southeastern 
Electric would like to thank everyone who attended this year’s 
annual meeting. 

Children enjoyed bounce houses at the meeting.

SEC Electrician Charles Fink poses for a photo with 
Ella Odland of Centerville who won the MECO electric 
grill.

Charles Deutscher of Olivet was the winner of the $500 grand prize.
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August 13
 Czech Heritage Festival
 Bechyn, MN, 320-522-1218
 www.BechynCzechFest.org

August 26 
 McCrossan Boys Ranch Xtreme 

Event Rodeo, 4:30 p.m. – 
 Pre-show entertainment
 5:30 p.m. – Rodeo Show 
 McCrossan Boys Ranch 
 Campus, 605-339-1203
 www.mccrossan.org

September 15-16
 Holiday Arts Fall Craft Show
 Show, Friday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  

Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Masonic Temple, Mitchell, SD

 605-248-2526

November 17-18
 Holiday Arts Christmas Craft 

Show,  Friday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Masonic Temple, Mitchell, SD

 605-248-2526

July 7-8
 Hot Harley Nights, J&L Harley 

Davidson, Sioux Falls, SD
 605-334-2721
 www.hotharleynights.com

July 7-9, 14-16, 21-23
 Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant, 

“Little Town on the Prairie”
 De Smet, SD, 605-203-0216

July 8-9 
 Summer Arts Festival
 Brookings, SD, 605-692-2787

July 11-16 
 3-Wheeler Rally
 Deadwood, SD, 605-717-7174

July 13-15 
 Black Hills Corvette Classic
	 Spearfish,	SD

July 21-22 
 Senior Games, Brookings, SD
 Contact Traci Saugstad at 
 605-692-4492

June 23
 148th Annual Midsummer 

Festival, Dalesburg Lutheran 
Church, Vermillion, SD

 605-253-2575
 
June 23-25 
 Badlands Astronomy Festival
 Interior, SD, 605-433-5243

June 23-25 
 Black Hills Bluegrass Festival
 Sturgis, SD, 605-348-1198

June 24
 Growing Berries and Growing 

Hops, Wagner and Armour
 SD, 605-254-5640
 www.sdspecialtyproducers.org

June 24-25 
 Kite & Bike Festival
 Brookings, SD

June 30-July 2 
 Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate 
 150th Annual Wacipi
 Agency Village, SD
 605-698-8284

June 30-July 4 
 98th Annual Black Hills Round-

up, Belle Fourche, SD
 605-723-2010

July 1-2 
 Prairie Village Railroad Days
 Madison, SD, 605-256-3644

July 6
 Family Night at J&L Harley 

Davidson, Sioux Falls, SD
 605-334-2721
 www.hotharleynights.com

July  22
 Holy Smoke Car Show
	 O’Gorman	High	School
 Sioux Falls, SD
 www.holysmokecarshow.org

August 3-5
 Hutchinson County Fair
 Fairgrounds, Tripp, SD
 605-387-4205

August 10
 Meat Goats and Growing 

Tomatoes in a Greenhouse
 Custer, SD, 605-254-5640
 www.sdspecialtyproducers.org

August 11-13
 27th Annual Old Fashioned 

Threshing Show, Featuring 
International

 Friday Tractor Pull, 4 p.m.
 Saturday and Sunday 
 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Parade Saturday at 1:30 p.m. 

and Sunday at 2 p.m.  
Bahnson Farm, Humboldt, SD

 605-526-3459, 605-251-9974
 605-296-3519 (Flea Market)

Events of Special Note

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative. 
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event. 
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

June-October Second 
Saturday of each month
 Flea Markets, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 Davis, SD, 605-940-0069 or
 605-351-3074

July 14-16 
 Burke Stampede Rodeo
 Burke, SD, 605-830-5540


