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As I am writing this article, we are coming off 
some 70-degree days at the end of July which is 
unusual for this time of the year. We have had 
plenty of moisture early this summer and the 
crops look good except for some of the flood-
ed-out areas. 

This week, our Couples Tour to our cooperative 
power supply system is taking place and we sure 
appreciate the excellent response that we get each 
year from our members to learn more about 
how their power is produced, transmitted and 
delivered to each of you at your farm, home or 
business. 

In addition to that, fair time is quickly upon us 
and we look forward to the opportunity to see 
many more of you at one of our county, Sioux 
Empire or state fairs. We enjoy visiting with all of 
you and talking about any questions, comments 
or concerns that you may have relating to your 
electric cooperative. With the “fair season” upon 
us, the hot weather will normally prevail, pushing 
our power supply cooperative to implement the 
control of various loads like air conditioning 
systems, water heaters, large commercial and irri-
gation loads to help us keep our peak power costs 
as low as possible. We sincerely appreciate your 
cooperation and participation in our load control 
programs to help us control our peak power costs 
and help you control your monthly power bill by 
utilizing our off-peak rates. 

Our employees are extremely busy this time of 
year doing what most of you see each day out in 
the field, building and repairing both overhead 
and underground lines to provide you with 
reliable electric service in all types of weather 
conditions. What you may not see every day 
is the implementation of new technology to 
read your meters, compute your bills, scan your 
monthly payments and help you monitor your 
daily energy use. 

All those changes come about with the options 
we have available to us today utilizing tech-
nology that was not available just a few years ago. 
For example, our billing process is completely 

automated – from your meter reading, your bill 
print and the posting of your monthly payments. 
If you send your payment by mail instead of 
utilizing ACH or credit card payments, your 
payment is received at the lock box in Sioux Falls 
and processed by a local bank. Then our Office 
Department receives an electronic file from the 
bank of all bills paid that is downloaded into our 
billing system. This does create some challenges 
as it is no longer possible to review the postmark 
dates to determine when your bill was mailed 
so we encourage all members that mail their 
payments to send them as early as possible to 
allow time for the mail delivery system to get 
your payment to Sioux Falls by the 17th of each 
month. 

If that creates some difficulty for you, we 
encourage you to consider ACH payments out 
of your account which will save you mailing 
costs, check writing time and the potential 
delayed delivery of your check. We also have 
the SmartHub process that allows you a host of 
options to receive, monitor, pay and review your 
electric consumption off your computer or your 
smart phone. Go to southeastern.com for more 
information!

Our new Salem warehouse and facilities are 
progressing well, along with the changes we are 
making with our Alcester pole yard. We look 
forward to making these improvements on some 
50- and 60-year-old facilities to make them safer, 
more efficient and last a little longer. We will keep 
you posted on our fall open house for the Salem 
facilities in conjunction with our Member Appre-
ciation/Pankcake days!

Last, but not least, we are in the last half of 2018 
already, so we are beginning to plan our budget 
and work plans for 2019. We encourage you to 
keep us informed of any plans you have on your 
farm, home or business! We are seeing growth 
across our entire system so your efforts to keep us 
informed of any expansion or new building plans 
on your end is much appreciated! 

We enjoy visiting 
with all of you 

and talking about 
any questions, 

comments or 
concerns that you 
may have relating 

to your electric 
cooperative.

Fairs, Dog Days of Summer 
and New Technology

Brad Schardin

General Manager 
brad@southeastern.coop

MANAGER’S REPORT
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Title VI Statement of Non-Discrimination 
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in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national 
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marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political 
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Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information 
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“Blinks” Can Signal 
a Properly Working 
Electric System
We often hear from members the question, “What causes my lights to blink?” The utility 
network is subject to certain short-term losses of power, and Southeastern Electric 
takes all possible measures to prevent these occurrences and minimize the effects to our 
members. Blinking lights are a result of momentary outages that occur when some type 
of disturbance exists on the line. This could be a lightning strike, an automobile striking 
a pole or ground enclosure, animals and tree branches getting in contact with energized 
lines and a host of other reasons. 

When lights blink, it is an indication that the cooperative’s equipment is operating 
properly. If a fault or short circuit happens on a power line, a device opens or trips to 
stop the flow of electricity, then quickly resets itself to restore power. The device can do 
this up to three times, after three attempts it will open permanently until it is manually 
reset. Although the process is quick – and usually temporary – it may cause your lights 
to blink, making it necessary to reset digital clocks and appliances with digital displays. 

Although the weather and nature’s creatures are beyond our control, cooperative 
members can lessen the effects of inconvenient “blinks” by purchasing small appliances 
and digital clocks, which have the capability of battery backup. Also, whole house surge 
protection is ALWAYS a good idea along with a UPS (uninterrupted power supply) unit, 
especially for your computers, TVs and any highly sensitive electrical device. 

The Southeastern 
Electric offices  

will be closed  
Sept. 3 for  
Labor Day.

(But as always, our crews will 
be available for emergencies.)



SAFETY TIPS

Are You Registered?
National Voter Registration Day is a national holiday celebrating our 
democracy. It was first observed in 2012 and has been growing in popularity 
every year since. Held on the fourth Tuesday of September, National Voter 
Registration Day will be observed on Tuesday, Sept. 25, this year. The holiday 
has been endorsed by the National Association of Secretaries of State (NASS). 
It is further supported by the National Association of State Election Directors 
(NASED). 

South Dakotans seeking to vote in the 
Nov. 6 general election must be a U.S. 
citizen residing in South Dakota and be 
18 years old on or before Election Day. 
Voter registration forms must be received 
by the county auditor 15 days before the 
election day. Additionally, those seeking 
to vote may register at the county auditor’s 
office, a driver’s license station, city finance 
office, public assistance agencies providing 
food stamps, TANF or WIC, Department of Human Services offices which 
provide assistance to the disabled or military recruitment offices.

Minnesotans must be a resident of the state for 20 days prior to the election. 
They can register online, in person or on election day.

For more information, visit https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/
register-to-vote/ or call the Minnesota Secretary of State’s office at 1-877-600-
VOTE (8683) or contact your county election office.

College Bound?
Keep Safety in Mind
There are several specific causes for fires on in 
on- and off-campus college housing, including 
cooking, candles, smoking and overloaded 
power strips. For most students, the last fire 
safety training they received was in grade 
school, but with new independence comes 
new responsibilities. It is important that both 
off-campus and on-campus students know 
their fire risks and prevention actions that 
could save their lives.

Cooking
 � Cook only where it is allowed.
 � Keep your cooking area clean and free of 

anything that can burn.
 � Keep an eye on what you are cooking, 

especially if you are cooking at high 
temperatures.

 � If a fire starts in a microwave, keep the 
door closed and unplug the unit.

Candles
 � Place candles in sturdy holders.
 � Never leave a burning candle unattended.
 � Keep candles away from anything that can 

burn.
 � Use safe flameless candles.

Smoking
 � Make sure cigarettes and ashes are out. 

Never toss hot cigarettes butts or ashes in 
the trash can.

 � Use deep, wide ashtrays. Place ashtrays on 
something sturdy and hard to burn.

 � After a party, check for cigarette butts, 
especially under cushions. Chairs and sofas 
catch on fire fast and burn fast.

 � Don’t smoke when you have been drinking 
or are drowsy.

Electrical safety
 � Keep lamps, light fixtures, and light bulbs 

away from anything that can burn.
 � Never use an extension cord with large 

appliances, like a refrigerator.
 � Do not overload outlets.
 � Use only surge protectors or power strips 

that have internal overload protection.

Source: U.S. Fire Administration

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/outreach/college.html
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KIDS CORNER SAFETY POSTER

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric 
cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, you’ll 
receive a prize. All entries must include your name, age, mailing address and 
the names of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

“Don’t play on transformer boxes.”
Leo Bakeberg IV, Second-grader at Dupree Public School

Leo is the son of Leo Bakeburg and Amanda Grewe, Dupree, S.D.  
They are members of Moreau-Grand Electric Cooperative, Timber 
Lake, S.D.



Please send your favorite pasta, slow cooker and 
holiday favorites recipes to your local electric coop-
erative (address found on Page 3). 

Each recipe printed will be entered into a drawing 
for a prize in December 2018. All entries must 
include your name, mailing address, telephone 
number and cooperative name.

3/4 cup sugar

1/2 cup olive oil

2/3 cup tarragon vinegar

2 T. yellow mustard

2 T. parsley

1 tsp. basil

1 tsp. thyme

Salt and pepper to taste 

6 large tomatoes, coarsely 
chopped

1 large onion, coarsely 
chopped

2 green peppers, coarsely 
chopped

2 cucumbers, coarsely 
chopped (optional)

Rotini noodles, cooked 

In a large bowl, mix together first 8 ingredients. Add vegetables.  
Refrigerate overnight. 

Sandi Polkinghorn, Lake City, SD

Sandi’s Tomato Garden Salad

Garden GoodnessGarden Goodness

8 oz. bulk breakfast 
sausage, crumbled

1 medium onion, chopped

1 medium green bell pepper, 
chopped

6 eggs

1 cup milk

1 T. McCormick® Oregano 
Leaves

1/2 tsp. salt

1/4 tsp. McCormick® Black 
Pepper, Coarse Ground

1-1/2 cups shredded  
mozzarella cheese

1 cup crumbled feta cheese

2 plum tomatoes, seeded 
and chopped

1 T. oil

1 (20 oz.) pkg. refrigerated 
shredded hash browns

Cook and stir sausage in large skillet on medium heat 5 minutes or 
until lightly browned. Add onion and bell pepper; cook and stir 5 
minutes or until vegetables are tender. Set aside. Beat eggs in large 
bowl with wire whisk. Add milk, oregano, salt and pepper; mix 
well. Add sausage mixture, cheeses and tomatoes; mix well. Set 
aside. Pour oil into same skillet, swirling to coat the pan. Spread 
hash browns in bottom and up sides of pan. Pour egg mixture over 
potatoes. Cover. Cook on medium heat 10 to 15 minutes or until 
eggs are set. Makes 12 servings

Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 221, Total Fat 13g, 
Saturated Fat 6g, Cholesterol 122mg, Sodium 477mg, Protein 12g, 
Carbohydrates 14g, Dietary Fiber 2g 

Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Cheesy Sausage and Potato 
Skillet Casserole

4 cups peeled, sliced tart 
apples, about 4 to 5 medium

3/4 cup packed brown sugar, 
divided

1/2 cup quick-cooking oats

1 (8.5 oz.) pkg. corn bread/
muffin mix

1 tsp. ground cinnamon  
(or to taste)

5 T. cold butter, cubed

Stir together apples and 1/4 cup brown sugar. In another bowl, 
combine corn bread mix, oats, cinnamon and remaining brown 
sugar. Cut in butter until crumbly. Add 1/2 cup corn bread mixture 
to apples. Transfer to a greased 8-inch square baking dish. Sprinkle 
remaining corn bread mixture over top. Bake at 350°F. for 30 to 35 
minutes or until filling is bubbly and topping golden brown. Serve 
warm.

Jean Osterman, Wheaton, MN

Apple Corn Bread Crisp

1 medium unpeeled 
zucchini, washed, seeded 
and cut into chunks

1-1/4 cups uncooked rice

Fresh sliced tomatoes

Sliced onion

Sliced green pepper

American cheese slices

Uncooked bacon

Spray a 10x10-inch casserole dish. Layer zucchini chunks in bottom 
of pan. Sprinkle rice over top of zucchini. Place a layer of tomatoes, 
sprinkled with oregano, salt and pepper over rice. Next, top this 
with a layer of onion, green pepper and cheese slices. Lastly, place 
layer of bacon over all. Bake, covered, at 350°F. for 1-1/2 hours. The 
raw ingredients will provide enough moisture to cook the rice.

Gail Lyngstad, Pierre, SD

Zucchini Hot Dish
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BOARD NEWS

July Board Summary Report
The board of directors of Southeastern 
Electric Cooperative met on Tuesday, July 
17, 2018, with all directors present. Also 
present were Manager Brad Schardin, 
Attorney Alan Peterson and staff members 
John McDonald, John Euchner, Todd 
Nelson and Mark Neu. 

Manager Schardin in his report reviewed 
with the board the following items: 

 �Discussed the pending release of the 
legally enforceable obligation letter 
associated with Prevailing Winds and 
the status of digitizing the territorial 
map with Mid-American Energy. 

 �Updated the board on plans to propose 
legislative change to the territorial law 
and the implications of the new data 
breach law in South Dakota.

 �Reviewed plans to budget a contribu-
tion toward the expansion of the Sioux 
Falls Stockyard Experience in 2019.

 �Discussed the request for a water 
easement, handling member inquiries 
for director contact information and 
procedures for disposing of surplus 
materials. 

 �Updated the board on the status of 
the REDLG loan to the Parkston Fire 
District. 

 �Reviewed the circulation folder and 
various member-related issues.

CFO John McDonald reviewed his written 
report and the preliminary financial report 
for June 2018.

Operations Manager John Euchner 
reviewed his written report along with the 
outage, safety and new services report. 
He also discussed new service requests 
across the service territory, the planned 
black plant date at POET Chancellor and 

a comparison of summer peak loads with 
substation capacities in the Sioux Falls 
area. 

Marketing and Member Services Manager 
Mark Neu reviewed his written report 
and commented on the plans to distribute 
safety message water bottles to area schools 
and provided an attendance summary for 
the annual meeting.

Consumer Relations and IT Manager Todd 
Nelson reviewed his written report and 
commented on the reduction in manual 
meter readings, automation of irrigation 
billing process, collection issues and 
pre-pay options.

In his legal report, Attorney Peterson 
reviewed the main topics discussed at the 
SDREA Legal Seminar including liability 
for clearance issues, arbitration clauses 
in the bylaws, cyber claims, proposed 
Amendment W, an RUS update, railroad 
crossing issues and a legislative update.

The board acted on the following 
motions:

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
approve the consent agenda. Motion 
carried.

 �A motion was made and seconded 
to adopt “Member Focused, Member 
Driven” as the new Mission Statement 
for Southeastern Electric. Motion 
carried. 

 �A motion was made and seconded 
to authorize the president to execute 
Amendment B (including the retail 
rate schedule) and the Interconnection 
Agreement with POET Chancellor as 
presented. Motion carried. 

 �A motion was made and seconded 
to authorize the president to execute 

the audit engagement letter from 
Eide Bailly LLP as presented. Motion 
carried.

 �A motion was made and seconded 
to declare Unit #552, a snow blower 
attachment and a backhoe attachment 
as surplus material to be sold by the 
cooperative. Motion carried. 

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
approve Policy 514, Personal Protec-
tive Equipment, as presented. Motion 
carried. 

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
select Scheier and Mehlhaff to attend 
the Mid-West annual meeting as 
delegate and alternate, respectively, 
on behalf of the cooperative. Motion 
carried. 

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
select Holmberg and Terveen as the 
cooperative’s delegate and alternate, 
respectively, to attend the Basin Electric 
annual meeting on behalf of the coop-
erative. Motion carried.

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
authorize Ostraat to attend the August 
East River Electric board meeting in 
Madison. Motion carried.

 �A motion was made and seconded 
to select Ostraat as the cooperative’s 
voting delegate for the Basin Electric 
Nominating Caucus. Motion carried. 

The next regular monthly meeting will be 
held on Thursday, Aug. 23, 2018, at the 
Marion office.



Past Inductees
 � 1985 – Arthur Jones (1905-1985) 
and Emil Loriks (1895-1985)

 � 1986 – Albert Schramm (1916-2000) 
and Herman D. Holt (1909-1986)

 � 1987 – John Riedy (1911-2001) and  
August Dahme (1901-1980)

 � 1988 – J. Evan Rasmussen (1905-1990) 
and John Skage (1904-1989)

 � 1989 – Darrell Moseson and  
Warren G. Grebner (1920-2014)

 � 1990 – J.E. Krull Sr. (1909-1999) and 
Lawrence Stoley (1901-1987)

 � 1991 – Clifford G. Bell (1904-2000) and 
Warren Moe (1925-2011)

 � 1992 – Ken Holum (1915-1998) and  
John A. Cink (1911-2002)

 � 1993 – Clement J. Kloucek (1925-2005) 
and S. Douglas Murphy (1904-1996)

 � 1994 – Philip Testerman and  
Max Farrar (1897-1980)

 � 1995 – Quentin E. Louden (1919-2012) 
and Oscar C. Johnson (1880-1965)

 � 1996 – Vernon L. Berg (1920-1998) and 
Leo P. Flynn (1908-2001)

 � 1997 – Ben Radcliffe (1915-2014) and  
G.L. Moseson (1894-1973)

 � 1998 – J.D. Lynd (1933-2013) and  
George A. Hargens, Jr. (1921-1999)

 � 1999 – Raymond M. Judy (1919-1997)  
and Virgil Fodness (1922-2013)

 � 2000 – Keith Taylor (1923-2002) and 
Joseph Hieb (1924-2017)

 � 2001 – Robert A. Johnson (1921-2014) 
and Donald N. Olson (1928-2006)

 � 2002 – Vincent Erz (1926-2012) and 
Donald Wynia

 � 2003 – Brian Meyer (1943-2003) and  
Don Paulsen (1930-2018)

 � 2004 – Ed Fritzsche (1923-2005) and 
Dean Rasmussen

 � 2005 – Robert Ching (1924-2012), Darrell 
Henderson and Alex Stoeser (1925-2000)

 � 2006 – Dennis Hagny and Robert 
Rademacher

 � 2007 – Leroy Schecher, Ralph Schreurs 
and Merlin VanWalleghen

 � 2008 – Charles Olsen and Donald Fieber
 � 2009 – Delbert Bushong and Owen Jones
 � 2010 – Jake Boomsma, Milo Gilbertson 
and Barry Jensen

 � 2011 – Jeffrey L. Nelson and  
Wayne Wright

 � 2012 – Luverne Crosser, Gary French,  
Ron Minnaert and Larry Wilson

 � 2013 – Thomas Hueners, John D.  
Johnson and Loren Noess

 � 2014 – Gene Kroell, John Van Beek  
and Harvey Wollman

 � 2015 – Keith Hainy, Roy Ireland,  
Rodney Renner and Carlyle Richards

 � 2016 – Bill Bielmaier, Mark Hofer  
and Ronald Sandine

 � 2017 – Jerry Heiberger and Clair 
Bonebright
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Dedication, Service  
Recognized
Area Duo to be Inducted into South 
Dakota Cooperative Hall of Fame
Two area men – Dale Locken of Akaska and Kermit Pearson of Lake City – will be 
inducted into the South Dakota Cooperative Hall of Fame during the Co-op Month 
Banquet and Induction Ceremony Sept. 11 at The Lodge at Deadwood, S.D.

Induction into the South Dakota Cooperative Hall of Fame is the highest honor that 
the cooperative community can bestow on those whose endeavors in the cause of the 
cooperative form of enterprise have been genuinely heroic.

Dale Locken, Agtegra Cooperative
Locken served as the CEWO of South Dakota Wheat Growers 
Association (now Agtegra Cooperative) from 2002 to 2017. 
As CEO, he had the vision to always pursue the next step to 
maintain the relevance of the cooperative system in South 
Dakota. Under his leadership, he saw the need for a merger with 
North Central Farmers Elevator (which occurred shortly after 
he stepped down as CEO). While at the helm at Wheat Growers, 
he developed the cooperative’s strong safety culture, estab-
lished the Connecting to Tomorrow Initiative to improve grain 
handling systems at 12 SDWG locations, established the Growing 
for Tomorrow Initiative which upgraded 15 locations to expand capacity in both grain 
handling and agronomy, led construction of the Kennebec Facility which involved 
rehabilitation of the railroad line along with construction of a new facility.

Kermit Pearson, Lake Region Electric Association
First elected to the Lake Region Electric Association board of 
directors in 1980, Kermit Pearson has spent the last 38 years 
as a dedicated leader of electric cooperatives. By 1989, Pearson 
would be selected to represent LREA on the East River Electric 
Power Cooperative board and from there, in 1997, would 
become East River’s voice on the Basin Electric Power Cooper-
ative board. In 2013, he was selected to represent Basin Electric 
on the South Dakota Rural Electric Association board of 
directors.

Under Pearson’s leadership, LREA, East River and Basin Electric 
have engaged in innovative and visionary programs  to best serve their members. He 
works to ensure that decisions made at the Basin Electric level are in the best interest 
for the regional East River Electric membership and local Lake Region Electric 
membership. 

“He embraces and promotes the new innovations that benefit the membership,” wrote 
LREA manager Tim McIntyre. “...his commitment to community and the membership 
shines as he inspires development and growth within each community.”

Interested in attending?
To purchase tickets for the banquet, contact the South Dakota Association of Cooper-
atives by Sept. 1 at 116 N Euclid, Pierre, SD 57501. Tickets are $40.

Kermit Pearson

Dale Locken

CO-OP HALL OF FAME



Kory Anderson, right, an entrepreneur and 
mechanical engineer, is bringing to life a replica 
of the Case 150-HP Road Locomotive.

An early 1900s rendering of the 
Case 150-HP Road Locomotive.

STEAM POWER DREAM
Recreating the Case 150-HP Road Locomotive

Brenda Kleinjan

editor@sdrea.coop
A legacy preserved in pictures and technical drawings has been 
brought back to life and debuts Sept. 7-9 at the James Valley 
Threshing and Tractor Club Show at Andover, S.D.

More than 100 years ago, the largest steam tractor ever 
produced – the 150-horsepower Case Road Locomotive – 
rolled off the drawing boards and onto the landscape. Fewer 
than 10 were produced and the behemoth’s sheer power created 
technical issues for its ongoing reliability. But despite the issues 
that would eventually silence its massive engine, the giant – its 
rear wheels stood 8 feet tall and the front wheels reached the 
shoulders of a full-grown man – made an impression on Kory 
Anderson.

Anderson, an entrepreneur and mechanical engineer started 
with an idea 12 years ago to build a scale-model replica of the 
25-foot, 10-foot wide machine. He spent the ensuing years 
researching the machine – including a visit to the Case archives 
in Wisconsin, recreating the drawings in CAD and researching 
what materials would overcome the original issues caused by 
lack of metallurgical advancements 100 years ago.

Anderson crafted mahogany molds for the parts that would 
need to be cast at Dakota Foundry in Webster. The services of 
an Amish boilermaker in Ohio would be secured. 

The machine’s rear wheels – each standing 8 feet tall and 
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Among those lending a hand to the project’s build 
are Mark Knox, left, and Bob Johnson, second from 
right. Johnson is system support/member services 
manager at Codington-Clark Electric in Watertown.

measuring 3 feet wide – would need to 
be fabricated. Finished, they would weigh 
three tons each. Parts would be painted, 
lettering and graphics would be applied. 
And thousands of hours would be spent 
breathing life into a machine not heard 
from since the 1920s.

In the age of railroads and horse-drawn 
power, the turn of the 20th century saw 
some innovative tractors that would 
transform the agriculture. The Case Road 
Locomotive had the potential to eclipse 
them all. Designed to move heavy loads 
where rail lines didn’t exist, it was used to 
haul copper ore in New Mexico, and was 
used for jobs ranging from plowing beet 
fields, threshing and hauling stone from a 
quarry in states including Georgia, Kansas, 

Kentucky, New York and Wisconsin.

The thing was built for power, if not 
speed. (In low gear, it crawled along at just 
over 2.5 miles an hour, while high speed 
doubled the pace, reaching more than 5.6 
miles per hour.)

While the original machine sold for 
around $4,000 in 1904 (roughly four times 
the cost of a 1904 Cadillac). The 2018 
version will cost considerably more: an 
estimated $1 million.

For more about the build, visit https://
www.facebook.com/Anderson-Indus-
tries-LLC-115448931876302/

For more about the Threshing Show, go to 
https://www.facebook.com/jvthreshers/ or 
http://www.jamesvalleythreshers.com/

Case 150-HP 
Road 
Locomotive 
Specifications
from the Case archive 
documents:

 � BOILER – Shell 42 inches in 
diameter.

 � TUBES – Ninety-three 2 inch 
tubes, 108 1/2 inches long, 
of cold drawn, seamless steel 
tubing

 � FIRE BOX – 58 1/4 inches long,  
39 1/4 inches wide, and 45 inches 
high, made of the best open-
hearth flange steel.

 � HEATING SURFACE of boiler, 
515 square feet. Grate area of 
boiler is 15.8 square feet.

 � BOILER PRESSURE – The boiler 
tested at 350 pounds hydrostatic 
pressure, and can carry 160 
pounds as a working pressure.

 � WATER TANK – The capacity of 
the tank is about 500 gallons

 � WATER FEED – An ejector will fill 
the water tank in eight minutes 
from any stream or other 
accessible water supply

 � FUEL CAPACITY – The coal 
capacity is about 2,750 pounds.

 � ENGINE CYLINDER – 14 inches 
diameter by 14 inch stroke.

 � HORSE POWER – The engine 
easily develops 150 brake horse 
power running at its normal 
speed of 300 revolutions per 
minute.

 � TRACTION POWER – The engine 
has been built for heavy hauling 
purposes and is capable of 
drawing 40 to 50 tons up grades 
from 5 percent to 10 percent. The 
engine itself, not loaded, will go 
up a 40 percent grade.

www.jamesvalleythreshers.com/
case150.htm

Kory Anderson, left, and 
Gary Bradley stand next 
to some of the inner 
workings of the steam 
powered Case. Cover: 
Michael Dean Bradley 
and Gary Bradley pose by 
the hulking Case 150-HP 
Road Locomotive.

Ph
ot

os
 b

y A
nd

er
so

n 
In

du
st

rie
s, 

LL
C

September 2018 | Cooperative Connections 9

COVER STORY



CONTENT COWS 
Tri-Cross Dairy Nears One Year of Operation

Brett Snyders

brett@southeastern.coop
Tri-Cross Dairy manager Kris Vander Kooy sums up his goal succinctly: 
content cows. That’s the name of the game.

One hundred sixty giant, 75-inch fans draw air across the 1,200-foot by 
600-foot wide dairy located northwest of Viborg, S.D. The air movement – 
designed to create a constant 7 mile per hour breeze – contributes to that 
comfortable environment for content cows. The dairy is served by South-
eastern Electric Cooperative in Marion.

“It’s all about cow comfort,” said Vander Kooy.

The dairy milked its first cow in November 2017, but the dream for the dairy 
began long before that.

In 2013, California dairymen and brothers-in-law Wes Blysma and Tom 
Koolhaas began looking for a way to expand their operations. With family 
ties to Minnesota and Iowa, neighboring South Dakota seemed like a good fit 
for their dreams.

“It was getting crowded in California, so in the fall of 2013, Tom and Wes 
took their first trip to South Dakota looking for a home for the dairy,” said 
Vander Kooy. Part of the state’s appeal, he said, was “South Dakota under-
stands agriculture.”

The dairy started pushing dirt in the fall of 2016 and laid its foundation in 
April 2017. By November, they were milking.

While the herd is at 4,800 head, only 4,000 are milked three times a day, with 
800 head dry. The milking operation is round the clock, except for the time 
that the lines are spent being washed at noon and midnight each day.

Three of the dairy’s four truck bays are always occupied as milk is pumped 

A robotic pusher - used to push 
feed back toward the cattle at 
Tri-Cross Dairy – recharges.

Cow 14357 is a good example of the Tri-Cross Dairy’s 
livestock. The Tri-Cross results from crossing Holstein 
with Mont Beliarde and Swedish Red, taking desired 
traits from each breed.
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Cow 14357 is a good example of the Tri-Cross Dairy’s 
livestock. The Tri-Cross results from crossing Holstein 
with Mont Beliarde and Swedish Red, taking desired 
traits from each breed.

Tri-Cross Dairy By the Number: 
Nov. 7, 2017 – First cow milked 

4 to 5 loads of milk shipped daily 
25 ton of fine corn fed daily 

40 ton haylage fed daily 
125 ton corn silage fed daily 

25 employees

directly into tankers. Each day four loads of milk will head to 
Hull, Iowa, for the Agrapure Dairy Cooperative cheese plant 
there and on some days a fifth load will head to the cheese plant 
at Lake Norden, S.D.

The Tri-Cross herd draws on desired characteristics of three 
breeds of cattle: Holstein, Mont Beliarde and Swedish Red. The 
goal is a low-maintenance animal with good reproduction, good 
features, good body, longevity, good milk flow and good compo-
nents.

Cows are milked on a 100-stall rotary parlor which takes about 
9.5 minutes to complete a full circle. The milking area is staffed 
by four employees at a time and the dairy employs 25 people, 
including Vander Kooy.

The dairy has an impact on the area, too.

Within a six to seven mile radius of the dairy, they are purchasing 
40,000 ton of corn silage annually, 10,000 ton of haylage and 
thousands of bushels of fine corn from the Viborg elevator.

“We want to make this a better area. We want to be good stewards 
with what God has blessed us with,” said Vander Kooy.

Above: Tri-Cross Dairy manager Kris Vander Kooy poses 
for a photo with a portion of the dairy’s 4,800-head herd. 
Left: A load of milk leaves the dairy headed for cheese 
plants in Hull, Iowa, or Lake Norden, S.D.  
Below: Cows are milked on a 100-head rotating parlor.
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Power in Preparation
Co-ops 
Committed to 
Preparedness 
Every Day

Preparation is the key to success in many 
things we do in life. Planning, practice and 
thoughtful assessment provide opportu-
nities to work out potential problems in 
advance.

September is National Preparedness 
Month, and the Department of Homeland 
Security’s Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency is encouraging all of us to 
prepare for emergencies. But most of us do 
better when we prepare for the routine, the 
extraordinary and the unexpected.

For electric cooperatives in South Dakota 
and western Minnesota, preparation 
plays a huge role in ensuring that our 
members have the electricity they need as 
soon as they flip a light switch or start an 
appliance. 

When a co-op crew pulls a truck into 
a loading bay, warehouse workers have 
already pulled the parts and equipment 
needed for that crew’s scheduled day’s 
work. When a member services repre-
sentative discusses balanced billing by 
telephone, they’re helping a member with 
preparations to ease the impact of seasonal 
high bills. 

When meteorologists call for exception-
ally hot or cold weather, electric co-ops 
work closely with their generation and 
transmission cooperatives (G&Ts) to 
ensure adequate supplies of electricity are 
reserved to meet anticipated demand. 

South Dakota and western Minnesota 
electric co-ops are constantly preparing 
for the future. Engineers and construc-
tion crews design, build and upgrade the 
electric system to move electricity from 

power plants and substations to farms, 
homes and businesses. 

All of these actions prepare electric 
co-ops to deal with the daily challenges 
of meeting the electricity needs of their 
members. But working together, we 
put in just as much effort preparing for 
the uncertainties posed by flooding, 
tornadoes, wildfires, high winds, blizzards 
and ice storms. Electric co-ops maintain 
and constantly update emergency 
response plans. Employees train for major 
events and know in advance what their 
primary and secondary roles would be. 
Electric co-ops also subscribe to mutual 
aid agreements. That’s why you see trucks 
and crews from co-ops in other states in 
your communities when major power 
outages occur.  

We also work with state and national 

officials to help ensure that crews can 
get to your communities when they are 
needed and have the lodging, food and 
support necessary to work effectively far 
from home.   

September may be National Preparedness 
Month, but the region’s electric coopera-
tives are committed to preparedness every 
day – for the routine, the extraordinary 
and the unexpected.

Derrill Holly writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the 
national trade association representing 
more than 900 local electric cooperatives. 
From growing suburbs to remote farming 
communities, electric co-ops serve as 
engines of economic development for 42 
million Americans across 56 percent of the 
nation’s landscape.

Derrill Holly
NRECA
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Supply Kit
Prepare your family for any disaster by putting 
together an emergency supply kit. Make sure 
your kit is always ready, easily accessible and 
stored in a durable container. 

Recommended Kit Supplies 
 � Water, one gallon per person per day for 

drinking and sanitation 
 � Food, at least a three-day supply of 

non-perishable food 
 � Battery-powered radio and extra batteries 
 � Flashlight and extra batteries 
 � First aid kit 
 � Whistle to signal for help 
 � Dust mask or cotton t-shirt to help filter the 

air 
 � Moist towelettes for sanitation 
 � Wrench or pliers 
 � Can opener for food 
 � Plastic sheeting and duct tape 
 � Unique family needs, such as daily 

prescriptions, infant formula or diapers, and 
copies of important family documents 

 � Garbage bags and plastic ties for personal 
sanitation

Other Items to Include
 � Change of clothing 
 � Sleeping bag or blanket 
 � Hat, mitten, scarf 
 � Waterproof matches 
 � Toys, books, puzzles, games 
 � Extra house and car keys 
 � List of contact names and numbers 
 � Sturdy shoes 
 � Gloves for clearing debris 
 � Tent 
 � Fuel for cooking 
 � Plastic knives, forks, spoons 
 � Paper plates and cups 
 � Paper towels 
 � Heavy-duty aluminum foil 
 � Hand sanitizer 
 � Bar soap and liquid detergent 
 � Shampoo 
 � Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
 � Feminine supplies 
 � Toilet paper 
 � Household bleach with no additives 
 � Newspaper to wrap garbage and waste 
 � Ax, shovel, broom 
 � Screwdriver, hammer 
 � Coil of one-half inch rope 
 � Knife or razor blades 
 � Garden hose for siphoning and fire fighting

Source: https://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/
emergency-management/preparedness

Are You Ready?
The heat of August and September make it hard to remember that winter 
snows will be here before we know it.

The South Dakota Office of Emergency Management offers the following 
preparedness tips:

Winter storms, especially blizzards, can be very dangerous. Preparing before 
extremely cold, snowy weather occurs can save your life. Know what winter 
storm watches and warnings mean. If a Winter Storm Watch has been issued 
for your area, hazardous winter weather conditions (such as snow greater 
than 6 inches in 24 hours, winds gusting over 35 mph, or visibilities less than 
a 1/4 mile) are expected in the next 12 to 36 hours. A Winter Storm Warning 
means the conditions listed for the Watch exist. 

Try to stay indoors during a blizzard. If you have to go outside to check on 
animals or for another reason, be sure to dress warmly in loose fitting layers 
of clothing. 

Wear heavy gloves to protect your hands and heavy socks with boots that 
will not absorb water. Cover your mouth so that you don’t breathe in freezing 
cold air that can damage your lungs. Keep your body dry. 

Know the signs of hypothermia or frostbite. 

If you are traveling at all when a winter storm is possible, then you should 
always bring emergency supplies with you. You can never predict when you 
might get stranded and need them. If stranded, make sure you stay in your 
vehicle. Run your vehicle about 10 minutes every hour. Open windows a 
little for fresh air to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. Make yourself visible 
to rescuers by turning on the dome light at night, tie a colored cloth to your 
antenna, and raise the hood after the snow stops falling. 

If you are caught outside, find a dry shelter and cover all exposed parts of the 
body. If shelter is not available, prepare a lean-to, wind break, or snow-cave 
for protection from the wind. 

Build a fire for heat and to attract attention. Place rocks around the fire to 
absorb and reflect heat. Do not eat snow, it will lower your body temperature. 
Melt it first. 

Weather related dangers can be very unexpected. Being prepared for a 
potential hazardous situation could save your life. 
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MEMBERS TAKE 
THREE-DAY TRIP TO N.D.
Learn About the Power Supply System They Own

Brett Snyders

brett@southeastern.coop 

Southeastern Electric hosted 22 couples for a 
three-day trip to North Dakota. The group left early 
in the morning on Aug. 1 with their first stop in 
Madison, S.D., at East River Electric Power Coopera-
tive’s headquarters. East River is Southeastern’s source 
for power. Not only are they our power suppliers, but 
they help with and implement many of the programs 
and incentives that our members use each day. They 
also got the chance to see the switching and dispatch 
center which is vital when storms rip through areas 
and knock out power to our substations. 

From there, a short stop in Watertown for lunch and 
to tour the Terri Redlin Art Center. There they were 
able to relax and take in the beautiful works of artist 
Terry Redlin. 

The next destination was Bismarck, N.D., to our hotel 
where we could get a good night’s rest before heading 
up to the Coteau Properties’ Freedom Coal Mine, 
Basin Electric’s Antelope Valley Power Station and 

Members pose for a photo by the 
World War II Memorial on the 
Capitol Grounds in Pierre, S.D.

Southeastern Electric members on 
the tour pose for a photo outside 
the Oahe Dam powerhouse.
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the Dakota Gasification Company’s 
synfuels plant. 

After a day of learning how electricity 
is made and the by-products coal 
produces, we headed back to Bismarck 
for supper and some free time to shop 
or relax. The next morning we started 
back to South Dakota, stopped in 
Pierre for lunch provided by the South 
Dakota Rural Electric Association 
(SDREA) and then were off to tour the 
Oahe Dam, which is South Dakota’s 
largest dam. After that, we were off to 
Al’s Oasis for more pie and ice cream 
before our final destination, Marion. 

After the trip, many say they come 
back with a better understanding of 
the “Story Behind the Switch” and the 
complexity it takes for us to be able 
to flip that switch and bring light into 
our homes.

The tour is normally held the first 
week of August so if you are interested 
in joining us, watch for information 
in the newsletter and check out the 
booth at the annual meeting next year 
and you, too, can be a more educated 
member-owner. 

Contact us to join 
the 2019 tour!

The South Dakota Capitol is reflected 
in Capitol Lake as members enter the 
visitor’s center.

Members check out the tail race 
below the Oahe Dam in PIerre.
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August 30-September 3  
South Dakota State Fair, Huron, SD, 605-353-7340
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To have your event 
listed on this page, 
send complete 
information, including 
date, event, place and 
contact to your local 
electric cooperative. 
Include your name, 
address and daytime 
telephone number. 
Information must be 
submitted at least 
eight weeks prior to 
your event. Please call 
ahead to confirm date, 
time and location of 
event.

DATELINE

May through October
2nd Saturday of each month 
Davis Flea Market and Family 
Festival, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Davis, SD

August 25 
McCrossan Boys Ranch 
Xtreme Event Rodeo, 
4:30 p.m. – Pre-show 
entertainment, 5:30 p.m. – 
Rodeo Show, McCrossan Boys 
Ranch Campus, 605-339-1203 
www.mccrossan.org

August 25-26
Fall River Hot Air Balloon 
Festival, Sunrise each day 
at airport, Activities all day, 
Night Glow Saturday at 
7:30 p.m., Hot Springs, SD 
605-745-4140

August 30
Value Added Ag Day and 
Specialty Crop Workshops at 
the State Fair, SD Value Added 
Ag Development Center 
and SD Specialty Producers, 
Huron, SD, 605-681-6793 or 
SDSPAinfo@gmail.com

September 6-9 
Senior State Games, Sioux 
Falls, SD, Howard Bich at 
605-491-0635 or visit  
southdakotaseniorgames.org

September 7-8 
Ribs, Rods & Rock n’ Roll, 
Main Street, Vermillion, SD, 
605-624-2021

September 7-9
Sixth Annual S.D. Fiddle 
Festival & Contest, 4-H 
Grounds, 901 Whiting Drive, 
Yankton, SD,  
fiddlersofsouthdakota.com

September 7-9
James Valley Threshing and 
Tractor Show, Andover, SD, 
jvthreshers@gmail.com

September 8
Sidewalk Arts Festival, Sioux 
Falls, SD, 605-367-7397

September 8
Eggs, Mushrooms and 
Microgreens Tours, Noon to 
4:30 p.m., Free, Brandon, 
SD, Contact 605-681-6793 or 
SDSPAinfo@gmail.com

September 8-9
Twin Rivers Old Iron & Kuchen 
Festival, Delmont, SD, 
Contact George Sandhoff at 
605-505-0535

September 8-9
Quilt Show, Hill City, SD, 
605-574-2810

September 9
18th Annual Antique Tractor 
and Car Parade, 1 p.m., 
Registration for entrees from 
10 a.m. to noon, Farmer, SD, 
Contact Vonnie 605-239-4498 
or 605-215-8383 

September 11
S.D. Co-op Hall of Fame 
Induction Banquet, The 
Lodge, Deadwood, SD, 
605-945-2548

September 13-15 
St. Joseph’s Indian School 
Annual Powwow,  
Chamberlain, SD,  
605-234-3452 

September 14-15 
NESD Celtic Faire and Games, 
Aberdeen, SD, 605-380-5828 

September 14-16 
Dakota Western Heritage 
Festival, Fort Pierre, SD, 
605-222-0079 

September 14-16
German-Russian  
Schmeckfest, Eureka, SD, 
605-284-2332 

September 16
Stirling Family Memorial 
Ranch Rodeo, Fort Pierre, SD, 
605-223-7690

September 21-22
Holiday Arts Fall Craft Show, 
Masonic Temple, Mitchell, SD, 
605-359-2049

September 21-23
South Dakota Quilt Guild, 
Crossroads Event Center, 
Huron, SD, 605-352-9953

October 7
St. Boniface-Idylwilde Annual 
Fall Supper, 4 to 7 p.m., 28703 
444th Ave., Freeman, SD, 
605-660-2645

October 20
Health Connect Fair, 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Sioux Falls, SD, 
Contact Fran Rice at  
605-371-1000 or toll-free 
1-888-761-5437


