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MANAGER’S REPORT

Summer Construction
and Safety
Our line crew, member service and office groups continue to stay busy with a host of new
services, line upgrades and repair work to keep your system operating as smoothly and efficiently as possible. With the wet conditions that exist over most of our service area, it has been
a struggle to get some of the work completed in a timely fashion without making a big mess,
but we continue to mud our way through the work to be done.

Brad Schardin
General Manager
brad@southeastern.coop

It is a busy time
of year up here in
the Midwest and
I wanted to take
a few minutes to
remind each of
you that SAFETY
around electric
lines – both
overhead and
underground
– needs to be
of primary
importance for
each of us to take
into consideration.

This year we have again budgeted more than $10 million in system improvements
throughout our service area and as we reported in our annual reports, we have been
averaging that amount for the past several years. With aging distribution lines and new
services popping up in our small towns, urban and rural areas alike, it has become a significant challenge to plan, organize and complete all the work needed on a year-by-year basis.
I am extremely proud of the excellent work that all our employees do day in and day out
for your electric cooperative and most importantly you, our members! We are all proud
to be able to work for you and we encourage you to keep in touch with us about any of your
plans for upgrades, expansions or new services that you need so that we can get them on our
schedule of work that needs to be completed.
This is an excellent time of the year for you to consider improvements in the energy efficiency of your home, farm or business. Utilizing more energy efficient appliances,
windows or added insulation will provide you with an excellent return on your investment. Energy experts say that anything you can do to improve the envelope of your home
or building will help reduce your heating and cooling costs for many years to come. New
ENERGY STAR® appliances and improved L.E.D. lighting operate much more efficiently
today than those of just a few years back. If you need some additional information, go to
our website at southeasternelectric.com and look under the title of energy resources and
you will find some tools to help you evaluate your own electrical use. While you are on our
website, I encourage you to sign up for our SmartHub energy use tool joining more than
7,800 Southeastern members. The SmartHub will help you monitor your electric use and is a
valuable tool for our members to pay your bill or analyze your daily electrical use.
With the hot summer weather comes the summer fun, work and construction activities that
each of you have going on. It is a busy time of year up here in the Midwest and I wanted
to take a few minutes to remind each of you that SAFETY around electric lines – both
overhead and underground – needs to be of primary importance for each of us to take
into consideration. I encourage all of you to be aware of the environment around you, such
as overhead power lines as you move those ladders to paint your house, build that new pole
shed or raise that farm equipment to spray those fields.
For those of you with irrigation systems, make sure you shut that power off before you work
on those motors or the pipe that broke after years of use and operation. When digging holes
to plant those trees you purchased at the local lawn and garden supplier, please take time to
call 811 to make sure you are not digging into an underground power line.
Train your employees on the farm or at your business to keep an eye out for overhead and
underground power lines while working so that they become safety conscious and aware of
power lines in their work environment.
Finally, make sure the power tools and equipment you are using are in good operating
condition. Water and electricity don’t mix so avoid using electric power tools or equipment
when standing in water or when they are wet.
Until next month, enjoy the summer weather and make sure to be safe in all that you do!
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ADDING A NEW
GRAIN BIN?
MAKE THE
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Cooperative before you add, move or
upgrade any building on your farm. It’s the
best way to stay safe around power lines and
comply with any regulations.
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Title VI – Statement of Non-Discrimination

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all
bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
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SAFETY TIPS

Electrical Safety
During Disasters

Come visit your Touchstone Energy®
Cooperatives at one of these events!

Electricity drives the modern world and we
often take it for granted. And if a natural
disaster occurs, there’s a few things to
remember to stay electrically safe during the
storm.
 Before the storm hits, make sure
to charge all phones and other
communication devices. Then, unplug
all electronics and move them as high
as possible to avoid water damage from
flooding.
 Turn off the main power breaker feeding
the home to prevent any surges to the
wiring and equipment.
 After the storm blows through, and you
begin to evaluate the aftermath, it’s
important to avoid flooded areas as they
may be electrified.
 Do not use any electrical equipment or
electronics if they’ve been submerged.
 If flooding has occurred, have the
electrical system inspected by a qualified
electrical inspector.
 If you’re using a generator, ensure a
qualified electrician installed it and make
sure to use a listed and approved transfer
switch and GFCI protection.
 It’s a good idea to protect your home with
carbon monoxide detectors.
 When venturing outside, be very alert
of your surroundings. If you encounter
a fallen power line, stay at least 35 feet
away. Avoid touching any objects the
line may be laying on such as a fence, a
car, or a light pole as the object could be
energized.
 If others are around, alert them to stay
away and call 911.
While storms can be devastating to a
community, the aftermath can be challenging. However, could be an opportunity
to renovate and upgrade your main power
source with renewable energy such as solar.
Floodwaters and heavy winds aren’t the
only hazards during a storm. That’s why it’s
important to treat electricity with extreme
caution.
Source: esfi.org
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Aug. 6-7
Gilfillan Estate
28269 MN-67
Morgan, MN
Aug. 20-22
2300 E Spruce St.
Mitchell, SD

Aug. 29-Sept. 2
1060 Third St. SW, Huron, SD

We’ll see you there!
KIDS CORNER SAFETY POSTER

“Do not dig up electrical lines.”
Luke Kangas, 9 years old

Luke is the son of Andrew and Gail Kangas, Lake Norden, S.D.
They are members of H-D Electric Cooperative, Clear Lake, S.D.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, you’ll receive a
prize. All entries must include your name, age, mailing address and the names
of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

RECIPES
Recipe and photo courtesy
mccormick.com/recipes

Very Vegetarian
Southwest Brunch Casserole
2 T. oil
1 medium onion, chopped
1 red bell pepper, chopped
1 (8 oz.) loaf Italian bread,
cut into 1-inch cubes
(5 cups)
1 (15 oz.) can black beans,
drained and rinsed
2 cups shredded Cheddar
cheese

1 cup shredded Monterey
Jack cheese
6 eggs
2 cups milk
1 tsp. chili powder
2 tsp. ground oregano
1 tsp. ground cumin
1 tsp. salt

Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 275, Total Fat 15g, Sodium
633mg, Cholesterol 121mg, Carbohydrates 21g, Protein 14g, Fiber 3g
Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Black Bean Burgers
1-3/4 cups diced onion

2 T. seeded, minced
jalapeno pepper (or pepper
of choice)

3/4 tsp. salt
1-1/2 cups uncooked regular
2 large eggs, lightly beaten
oats
3/4 cup chopped fresh
cilantro

6 T. flour
5 T. pineapple juice
2 cans pineapple tidbits,
drain, reserving juice

2 cups grated Cheddar
cheese
1 stick butter, melted
1/2 cup cornflake crumbs

Mix together sugar, flour and pineapple juice. Add pineapple and
cheese. Place in a greased casserole dish. Combine butter and
cornflake crumbs; sprinkle over all. Bake at 350°F. until brown and
bubbly. Serve hot or cold.

Bean ‘n’ Butter Bread
1 (15 oz.) can kidney beans

1 egg, beaten

1/3 vegetable oil

1 cup hot water

1/3 cup peanut butter

3 pkgs. yeast

1/3 cup molasses

4 cups all-purpose flour

3 T. sugar

1 cup whole wheat flour

1 tsp. salt

Egg white

Place first 7 ingredients in blender; blend until smooth. Pour into
large mixing bowl. Stir in hot water. Combine yeast and 4 cups
flour. Add to bean mixture, mixing well. Add wheat flour. Work
in to form a stiff dough. Let rise 1-1/2 hours. Punch down and let
rise 15 minutes. Shape into 2 loaves, placing on a greased cookie
sheet. Mix egg white with 2 T. water for egg wash. Brush on loaves.
Make 1/8-inch slash every 2-1/2 inches apart. Bake at 350°F. for
55 minutes. You may use crunchy peanut butter or add sunflower
seeds.
Anne Burleson, Lead, SD

1/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/4 cup cornmeal

In a large bowl, coarsely mash beans with a fork. Add next 6 ingredients; stir well. Shape into 8 patties. Combine flour and cornmeal
in a pie plate; stir well. Dredge patties in mixture. Cook patties in a
small amount of oil over medium-high heat until lightly browned –
about 5 minutes on each side.
Darcy Bracken, Hermosa, SD

1 cup sugar

Verna Nelson, Wakonda, SD

Heat oil in large skillet on medium heat. Add onion and bell pepper;
cook and stir 3 minutes or until softened. Spread 1/2 of the bread
cubes in 13x9-inch baking dish. Layer with 1/2 each of the onion
mixture, beans, Cheddar cheese and Monterey Jack cheese. Repeat
layers. Beat eggs in medium bowl until foamy. Add milk, chili
powder, oregano, cumin and salt; beat until well blended. Pour
evenly over top. Press bread cubes lightly into egg mixture until
completely covered. Let stand 10 minutes. Bake at 350°F. for 40 to
50 minutes or until center is set and top is golden brown. Makes 12
servings.

3 (15 oz.) can black beans,
rinsed and drained

Baked Pineapple

Please send your favorite garden produce, pasta and slow
cooker recipes to your local electric cooperative (address
found on Page 3).
Each recipe printed will be entered into a drawing for a
prize in December 2019. All entries must include your
name, mailing address, telephone number and cooperative name.
August 2019 | Cooperative Connections
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LIKE TO
COOK?
Send Us Your
Recipes!
We are looking for original
or your favorite recipes that
are a hit at your house. Each
month we will hold a drawing
from the recipes that are
submitted for a $10 credit on
the winner’s electric account.
Please note that each month’s
winner will then be entered in
a yearly drawing for a grand
prize at the end of the year.
All recipes that we receive will
be forwarded to SDREA for
possible publication in
Southeastern Electric Cooperative Connections. Recipes
for the September magazine
should be submitted by Aug.
3. The last winner of the $10
credit was Karen Larsen,
Viborg S.D. You may e-mail
your recipes to brett@southeastern.coop or mail them to:
Southeastern Electric, PO Box
250, Salem, SD 57058-0250.
Upcoming recipe topics
are garden in September,
pasta in October, Crock Pot
in November and Treats in
December.

Board Summary
Report
The board of directors of Southeastern
Electric Cooperative met on Friday,
June 21, 2019, with all directors present
except Ostraat and Terveen. Also present
were Manager Brad Schardin, Attorney
Alan Peterson and staff members John
McDonald, Todd Nelson and Mark Neu.
Manager Schardin in his report reviewed
with the board the following items:
 Discussed a potential large load in our
service area, the use of Basin Electric’s
large load incentive rate program during
the first four years of service.
 Updated the board on plans to proceed
with a Renewable Energy Credit (REC)
program in 2020.
 Informed the board of an economic
development load in the Viborg area.
 Discussed the status of the Parkston
warehouse addition and the septic
system and the expansion to the Sioux
Falls office.
 Reviewed the circulation folder and
various member-related issues.
CFO John McDonald reviewed his written
report, the preliminary financial report for
May 2019 and the POET self-generation
report.
Operations Manager John Euchner was not
present at the meeting so Schardin reviewed
his written report and provided the
monthly safety and new services reports.
Schardin also discussed the status of the
69th Street project, optional work hours
during dangerous heat indexes and staffing
replacement considerations.
Marketing and Member Services Manager
Mark Neu reviewed his written report with
the board.
Consumer Relations and IT Manager Todd
Nelson reviewed his written report and the
May Cyber Security Program Report.
In his legal report, Attorney Peterson
reviewed some information presented at
the Minnesota Rural Electric Association
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Legal Seminar on governance and transparency oversight being conducted by
outside groups and 10 steps to prevent a
cyber security breach. In addition, a motion
was duly made and seconded to authorize
Attorney Peterson to attend the SDREA
Legal Seminar in Pierre on July 10-11, 2019.
Motion carried.
The board acted on the following
motions:
 A motion was made and seconded to
approve the consent agenda. Motion
carried.
 A motion was made and seconded to
have management make preliminary
inquiries with the Lennox School on
the availability of their facilities for the
evening of June 4, 2020, and reserve
them if available. Motion carried.
 A motion was made and seconded to
adopt Polices 514 and 513 as presented
to the board. Motion carried.
 A motion was made and seconded to
authorize Wollmann to attend the CFC
Director Workshop in Pierre. Motion
carried.
 A motion was made and seconded
to select Holmberg and Terveen as
the cooperative’s voting delegate and
alternate, respectively, and authorize all
directors to attend East River’s annual
meeting on behalf of the cooperative.
Motion carried.
 A motion was made and seconded to
authorize Ostraat to attend the SDREA
Board Leadership Summit in lieu of
Terveen who is unable to attend. Motion
carried.
 A motion was made and seconded to
select Wollmann and Ostraat to attend
NRECA/CFC regional and district
meetings as the NRECA delegate
and alternate and CFC alternate and
delegate; respectively. Motion carried.
Next regular monthly meeting will be held
on Friday, July 19, 2019 at the Marion office.

MEMBER QUESTION

A device that is essential for computers, DVRs or any
sensitive electronic equipment is a UPS (uninterruptable
power supply) also known as a battery back-up system.

HOW SHOULD I PROTECT MY
ELECTRONICS FROM LIGHTNING,
POWER SPIKES AND BLINKS?
Every year during the summer months we get calls on homes or
buildings that get hit by lightning. When this happens, we send
someone out to check to see if the power line or transformer
arrestors have blown. Southeastern has lightning protection on
all our lines. But a direct hit from a bolt of lighting could still skip
over our arrestors and pretty much render them inoperable but
in normal conditions, which is a majority of the time, they work
very well. You might not have ever noticed these devices on the
poles or on transformers but they are there to protect our lines,
line workers and to help bleed most, if not all, of the lightning off
before it could enter our transformer and then into your home.
This is where you, the member/consumer, needs to become
involved. We do as much as we can on the outside but you need
to protect the inside. Panel arrestors are a smart investment and
they are not very expensive ($100 to $200). These devices are
hooked up directly into your electrical panel (breaker, fuse box)
and are your first line of defense to keep those electrical spikes at
bay. A panel arrestor is designed to take the brunt of the electrical
overload before it spreads into all of the circuits in the house. In
some cases, these devices can be installed by the homeowner,
however hiring a licensed electrician would be a good idea.
Weather is not the only cause of voltage problems – overloaded
circuits, poorly grounded electrical systems, loose connections in
panels, etc. An inspection should be done first by the homeowner
or a licensed electrician. After those issues have been dealt with
and a panel arrestor has been installed, you need to protect your

equipment right at the outlet it’s plugged into. Surge arrestors or
surge protectors are the next step ($25-$50). These devices try to
regulate the voltage by blocking or shorting the spike to ground.
There is a predetermined threshold built into the device so that if
it reaches or goes over a certain amount, it reacts to regulate the
voltage.
But what about voltage drops, (brownouts) blinks or total
outages? Surge protectors are no help in those situations. A
device that is essential for computers, DVRs or any sensitive
electronic equipment is a UPS (uninterruptable power supply),
also known as a battery back-up system ($25-$150). These units
provide emergency power typically for anywhere from 5 to 15
minutes or until the power is restored. A UPS will help with
many common power problems if used correctly: power failures,
voltage sags and spikes, under-voltage (brownouts), over-voltage,
line noise, transients, frequencies and harmonic distortion. The
best thing about a UPS device is that it gives you time to shut
down your equipment safely, saving your data and reducing the
risk of corrupting the drive contents. So, you can see that a simple
investment on your part can save you time, money and a lot of
frustration. Southeastern Electric can not guarantee lightning will
not enter your home or that power will not be disrupted to your
home, but we can guarantee that we will try our best to make sure
you are protected as much as possible.
If you have questions to ask, send them to southeasternelectric.
com, call us or stop in and we will do our best to answer them.
August 2019 | Cooperative Connections
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INNOVATION

Central Electric’s Prairie Solar project
can be seen in front of the co-op’s office
along Betts Road west of Mitchell, S.D.
On the Cover: Central Electric employees
install the Prairie Solar project in 2015.

BRIGHT LESSONS
Co-op Solar Projects Help Educate, Inform
editor@sdrea.coop

Co-op members across the area are able to get firsthand information about solar energy straight from their electric cooperatives.

Bon Homme Yankton Electric Association
installed its solar project in 2018 behind
the co-op’s office in Tabor, S.D.

“There were a number of vendors in the region promoting
various technologies. We wanted to provide accurate, real-time
information to our members. Our role as a trusted energy expert
made us want to educate ourselves on behalf of the members,”
said Brian Jeremiason, manager of marketing and external
relations at Lyon-Lincoln Electric Cooperative in Tyler, Minn.
So, in late December 2015, Lyon-Lincoln Electric installed its 8.4
kW AC solar system. The small project was designed to match a
typical residential load for the southwestern Minnesota cooperative. The project consists of 28, 400 watt panels, each measuring
52.5 inches by 78 inches. The entire array measures 45.5 feet by
28 feet.
“It’s provided information about expected production versus
actual production,” said Jeremiason, who noted that actual
production for the system’s first three years has been “about 80
percent of what our vendor projected.”
Aside from a few inverters that failed within the system’s first two
years, Jeremiason said the system has been mostly maintenance
free.
An important lesson learned for the co-op was that companies in
the industry tend to go out of business overnight.
“Overall, while the financial payback is long, it’s been a benefit to
the cooperative members as an educational tool,” said Jeremiason.
8
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Central Electric Cooperative in Mitchell, S.D., also installed a
solar project in 2015 to learn firsthand how to plan and construct
such a project and also how well it would perform in the area
around Mitchell.
Similar to Lyon-Lincoln’s experience, the vendor the co-op used
went out of business shortly after installation.
Fortunately, there has been little maintenance or upkeep needed
for the system.

Photo by Bob Felber/Bon Homme-Yankton Electric

Brenda Kleinjan

“The solar industry is still in its infancy
and experiencing growth and change,”
said Central Electric General Manager
Ken Schlimgen. “As a result, the names in
the industry come and go and the solar
equipment you see today will be obsolete
in a few years.”

INNOVATION
Production of Central
Electric’s solar project is
indicated in black. The
red and blue lines track
the energy use of one
member’s home during
the same time.

Photo by Central Electric

One lesson the co-op learned was to
double check with building requirements
in your county. The ground-mounted
system they installed required a Davison
County building permit.
A second lesson learned was the impact of
cloud cover on the system.
“Any type of cloud cover reduces the
kilowatt hour production of the system,”
said Schlimgen.
“I believe the project has helped our
employees better understand the
equipment used in solar projects. We can
also compare the production of our solar
project and overlay that information onto
a members actual consumption. This
allows the member to better understand
when a solar system would be offsetting
their purchases and when they would still
need to make purchases of electricity. Our
solar project also helps to provide sizing
information to members who are asking
questions about installing solar,” said
Schlimgen.

Photo by Brian Jeremiason/Lyon-Lincoln Electric

Central Electric’s Manager of Marketing
and Member Services Patrick Soukup
noted, “One of the biggest lessons that I
had to learn is about time of use versus
time of production. Once we overlaid
the graphs together, it’s apparent how

solar works in our typical day and how
important sizing the system to your needs
would be.”
While the co-op invested more than
$32,000 in the system, the returns on the
investment from an educational perspective have been worthwhile.
“The investment we had and the data
collected is just priceless,” Soukup said.
Sioux Valley Energy in Colman, S.D.,
has the largest of the solar demonstration projects installed at its Brandon,
S.D., service center. The cooperative
constructed its 24.8-kilowatt project in
April 2015 and had it operational by
May 1 of that year. The project’s 80 panels
were faced south, southwest and west,
which allowed the co-op to examine how
the orientations affected production.
“The output is very close to what was

planned. The difference in the output from
facing the panels three different directions has allowed us to learn about which
orientation will better match up with a
member’s usage patterns. The project was
fairly easy to assemble,” said Ted Smith,
Sioux Valley Energy’s director of engineering and operations.
The entire array was installed for about $3
per watt. In the project’s first four years, it
produced 126,201 kilowatt hours, with a
projected payback of 16 to 20 years. (The
estimated life of the array is between 30
and 50 years.)
The new kid on the co-op solar block is
Bon Homme Yankton Electric Association in Tabor, S.D, which installed its 5kw
system in July 2018. The co-op publishes
the project’s output each month in their
magazine.

Solar panels at Lyon-Lincoln Electric
Cooperative in Tyler, Minn., have
helped the co-op answer members’
questions about the resource.
August 2019 | Cooperative Connections
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YOUTH TOUR

With the US Capitol in the background, Jacobi Krause,
second from left, and several Youth Tour students pose
for a photo on the terrace at the Newseum.

FLAGS, FREEDOM AND CO-OPS
Rural Electric Youth Tour Heads to Washington, D.C.
Jocelyn Romey
jocelyn.romey@sdrea.coop

Thirty-eight teens representing 20 South Dakota electric cooperatives headed to the Washington, D.C., area June 14-20 for the 2019
Rural Electric Youth Tour.

The program, which can trace its existence back to a 1957 speech
by Lyndon B. Johnson where he encouraged electric cooperatives to
send youth to the nation’s capitol so they “can actually see what the
flag stands for and represents,” encourages teens to engage in their
communities and learn about the importance of political involvement. More than 1,300 teens have represented the Rushmore State
since South Dakota sent its first group in 1963.
Jacobi Krouse of Montrose was Southeastern Electric’s representative in 2019. He is the son of Troy and Kris Krouse. Southeastern
Electric electrician Charles Fink and his wife, Michelle, served as
chaperones.
The 2019 group visited many of the historic sites the region has to
offer, including a Flag Day stop at Baltimore’s Fort McHenry. The
fort’s bombardment in the War of 1812 was captured in Francis Scott
Key’s poem, which would eventually become the national anthem.
Old Glory would play a recurring theme in the trip as students could
see it at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History
and also hear an inspirational message centered on the flag from
Youth Day keynote speaker Mike Schlappi, a four-time Paralympic
medalist in U.S.A. men’s wheelchair basketball.
Students also met with the state’s congressional delegation and
with Youth Tour participants from across the country.
10
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Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., met with
the students on the Senate steps.

YOUTH TOUR
Sen. Mike Rounds,
R-S.D., posed for a
photo with the group.

A visit to a display on
voting rights at the
National Archives
provoked thought.

Participants
Bon Homme Yankton Electric Association, Tabor
Mason Ruzicka
Yankton
Butte Electric Cooperative, Newell
Ciarra Schoon
Spearfish
Central Electric Cooperative, Mitchell
Grace DuVall
Pukwana
Brendin LaBore
Wessington Springs
Ben Laufman
Mitchell
Grace Lentz
Fulton
Megan Linke
Woonsocket
Chloe Munsen
White Lake
Charles Mix Electric Association, Lake Andes
Ciara Nelson
Lake Andes
Sadie Rasmussen
Platte
Clay-Union Electric Corporation, Vermillion
Libby Gregg
Vermillion
Codington-Clark Electric Cooperative, Waterown
Sadie Streff
Clark
Dakota Energy Cooperative, Huron
Lizzi Brandt
Wolsey
Kali Ford
Miller
Mark Hamilton
Wessington
Erin Moncur
Miller
Douglas Electric Cooperative, Armour
Rep. Dusty Johnson,
Tess Ringling
Platte
R-S.D., took the
Phyllis & Gary Hrdlicka
Armour
students on a private
FEM Electric Association, Ipswich
tour of the U.S. Capitol.
Grace Beyers
Roscoe
Hunter Heinrich
Eureka
Alexa Rossman
Mina
Grand Electric Coopertive, Bison
Summer Hulse
Buffalo
Roni Voller
Bison
H-D Electric Cooperative, Clear Lake
Sarah Ronne
Clear Lake
Lacreek Electric Association, Martin
Weston Ireland
Martin
Lake Region Electric Association, Webster
Hanna Miller
Claremont
Moreau-Grand Electric Cooperative, Timber Lake
Miranda Hulm
Trail City
Northern Electric Cooperative, Bath
Pin and sticker trading
Aryan “Vishnu” Jamal
Mina
fosters interaction among
Oahe Electric Cooperative, Blunt
teens from different states.
Hailey Switzer
Pierre
Sioux Valley Energy, Colman
Austen King
Volga
Southeastern Electric Cooperative, Marion
Jacobi Krouse
Montrose
Charles & Michelle Fink
Marion
West Central Electric Cooperative, Murdo
Ella Hand
Midland
Dylan Iwan
Murdo
Lilli Moore
Murdo
Bryce Muirhead
Presho
Josie Rush
Philip
West River Electric Association, Wall
Gavin Sandal
Quinn
Sydney Shaw
White Owl
Whetstone Valley Electric Cooperative, Milbank
Makenna Osowski
Milbank
South Dakota Rural Electric Association, Pierre
Brenda Kleinjan
Pierre
Students pose for a photo with
Jocelyn Romey
Pierre
one of the guns at Fort McHenry.
Chaperones listed in italics.
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AG NEWS

Ethanol in South Dakota
Courtney Deinert
cdeinert@centralec.coop

Ethanol production
continues to increase
with a new large
facility added every
other year or so.
The ethanol industry in South Dakota
began a little more than 30 years ago
when Jeff Broin and his family purchased
a foreclosed ethanol plant in 1988 near
Scotland, S.D.
The Broin family had been distilling
ethanol as a way to make a little extra
money on the farm after the 1970s,
when corn production cost more than
producers could sell it for. By purchasing
the plant, the family had an opportunity
to expand their process. This initial plant
near Scotland became the pilot for POET
Biorefining and is currently one of 15
operating plants in the state.
Last year, South Dakota ranked 6th
nationally in ethanol production capacity
and provided 7 percent of the nation’s total
ethanol production.
Rural South Dakotans know that in
addition to providing an alternative fuel
source, ethanol provides an additional
market for corn producers. From 2002 to
2012, gross corn use for ethanol production increased from less than 10 percent to
more than 40 percent (and the production
process does kick back distiller grain to
alleviate the need for corn and soybean
meal for livestock). The same study claims
for every 10 percent increase in ethanol
production (or 1 billion gallons), average
12

About one-third, or 17 pounds, of
every bushel of corn sent to an ethanol
plant is used as livestock feed.

long-run corn prices increase by
2 percent to 3 percent (based on
production from 2008-2013).

Impact on Electric
Cooperatives
Ethanol has also impacted local electric
cooperatives. East River Electric Power
Cooperative, a generation and transmission cooperative headquartered in
Madison, S.D., includes a number of
ethanol plants located within its system,
and more than 11 percent of East River
kilowatt hour (kWh) sales go to large
ethanol production plants.
“Ethanol production continues to
increase – with a new large facility
added every other year or so over the
last 15 years,” says Michael Volker,
manager of rates and treasury at East
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Blender pumps at South Dakota
gas stations offer drivers a variety
of choices of ethanol blends.

AG NEWS

Ethanol Plants in South Dakota
City

Company

Production
Capacity MGY
(million gallons/
year)

Operating
Production

ABE South Dakota LLC

Aberdeen

53

53

ABE South Dakota LLC

Huron

32

32

Wentworth

48

48

Glacial Lakes Energy LLC

Mina

100

100

Glacial Lakes Energy LLC

Watertown

120

120

Marion

130

130

POET Biorefining – Big Stone LLC

Big Stone City

79

79

POET Biorefining – Chancellor LLC

Chancellor

110

110

POET Biorefining – Groton LLC

Groton

53

53

POET Biorefining – Hudson LLC

Hudson

56

56

POET Biorefining – Mitchell LLC

Mitchell

68

68

POET Research Center

Scotland

11

11

Red River Energy LLC

Rosholt

25

25

Redfield Energy LLC

Redfield

60

60

Ringneck Energy & Feed LLC

Onida

-

-

Valero Renewable Fuels Co. LLC

Aurora

135

135

Dakota Ethanol LLC

NuGen Energy LLC

River. Currently, there are new plants
being constructed near Onida and
Yankton, S.D.
The plants specifically served by East River
and its member cooperatives can produce
more than 500 million gallons of ethanol
per year and consume approximately 200
million bushels of locally grown corn.

Flex Fuels
South Dakota is a national leader in its
use of ethanol in the state vehicle fleet. In
2017, South Dakota ranked third nationally in the gallons of E85 consumed by
state fleet (behind No. 1 Texas and No. 2
Maryland).
Of the state fleet, approximately 65
percent use a blend of ethanol, from E15
to E85. In early 2019, Gov. Kristi Noem
announced her intent to transition the
state fleet to E30.
For the public, there are 87 stations in
South Dakota that offer E85 (ethanol-gasoline blends containing 51 percent to 83
percent ethanol). Of the stations, 41 include
some mid-level blend such as E15 or E30.

While E85 can only be used in flex fuel
vehicles (FFVs), the EPA approved the
use of E15 (gasoline blended with up to
15 percent ethanol) in model year 2001
and newer cars, light-duty trucks, medium-duty passenger vehicles (SUVs) and
all FFVs. This includes approximately nine
out of 10 of the vehicles on the road today.
On May 31, 2019, the EPA signed into
action the rule allowing E15 to be sold

For the ethanol
industry and
farmers, this means
greater market
access — more
ethanol demand over
the long term as
additional retailers
begin offering E15.

Under
Expansion MGY
(million gallons/year)

80

year-round, including the summer months
and peak driving season, rather than eight
months out of the year.
“For the ethanol industry and farmers,
this means greater market access – more
ethanol demand over the long term as
additional retailers begin offering E15,”
Brian Jennings, CEO of the American
Coalition for Ethanol, responded after the
EPA announcement.
Consumers will also see E15 marketed as
“Unleaded 88” at the gas pumps.

Byproducts
According to ACE, about one third, or 17
pounds, of every bushel of corn sent to an
ethanol plant is used as livestock feed. The
kernels of corn are made of starch, protein
and fiber. The protein stays in the food
supply in the form of a high-quality feed
called DDGS (Dry Distillers Grains with
Soluables.) The concentrated corn protein
is a high-value feed product for cattle,
hogs and poultry. The ethanol production
process uses only the corn’s starch (carbohydrates.)
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AUGUST 11
Date Reminds Everyone to Call Before You Dig
Brenda Kleinjan
editor@sdrea.coop

Three simple numbers on the phone –
8-1-1 – or a few keystrokes on a computer
to www.SD811.com can potentially
save your life – or your wallet - if you’re
planning any digging project.
The call, or click, takes you to the 811
One Call locate program to determine
if any underground utilities are in close
proximity to your project. Not only is it a
good idea, it’s also the law.

“You’ve got the dangerous ones – digging
into power or gas can be quite dangerous,”
said Larry Janes, executive director of the
South Dakota 8-1-1, explaining the importance of always calling before one digs.
“Then fiber can be expensive if you cut a
fiber line,” said Janes. He also noted that
one should never look into the ends of a
fiber line as the laser going through the
fiber can burn one’s retina.
Each year, 150,000 locates are requested in
South Dakota, which result in more than
800,000 locates being done.
Janes said that each locate request typically
14
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UNDERGROUND SAFETY

will generate locates for water, electrical
and natural gas. Add in communications,
and other facilities, and the number of
locates generated by just one request
expands.
“I’ve seen as many as 14 utilities on one
locate ticket in Sioux Falls,” Janes said.
However, Janes notes, not all facilities are
located.
“Only those utilities that are registered
are located,” he said, noting that services
entering the public right-of-way should
be registered. However, sometimes private
agriculture services such as drain tile aren’t
always registered (but should be.)
Registering the facilities is also a good
financial idea.
“If it’s not registered, then the digger isn’t
liable,” said Janes.
Private home owners’ lines – whether
electrical from the meter to buildings or
propane lines or even water between the
water meter and the buildings - are not
located by the One Call ticket. Homeowners are responsible for getting those
lines marked.
When planning a digging project, the
request for a locate needs to be made at
least two business before the digging is
planned to be started. So, a project to start on a Monday morning
would need to be called in by Wednesday night.
More than 60 percent of all locate requests
are done online at www.811.com, Janes
said.
Once the locates are done, those digging
need to hand-dig in the area 18 inches (in
Minnesota the distance is 24 inches) from
the mark.
“The tolerance zone is there to protect the
person doing the work,” Janes said
“If they’re working anywhere near markers
on the ground, they should hand dig over
those marks to expose those facilities.
While all instances of digging need to be
called in for a locate, there are some that
are more worrisome for Janes.
“If someone’s putting in a culvert or drain
tile that can go five to six feet deep – that
really worries me. It would be very easy to
get into something,” Janes said.

One misconception he’s encountered is that people will see
markers in road ditches indicating that water lines or gas
pipelines are in the area.

“Don’t rely on eyeballing those markers,” Janes said. “They are
not locates – they’re just saying
that something is in the general
UNIFORM COLOR CODE
vicinity.”
FO R MARKING
UNDE RG RO UND UTILITY LINE S

PROPOSED EXCAVATION
ELECTRIC POWER LINES, CABLES,
CONDUIT AND LIGHTING CABLES
GAS, OIL, STEAM, PETROLEUM
OR GASEOUS MATERIALS
COMMUNICATION, ALARM OR SIGNAL
LINES, CABLES OR CONDUIT

POTABLE WATER
RECLAIMED WATER, IRRIGATION
AND SLURRY LINES

SEWERS AND DRAIN LINES

TEMPORARY SURVEY
MARKINGS

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG!

Even smaller jobs need to be
located.
“I’ll get calls in the spring from
homeowners wanting to put in
a garden wondering if they need
to call for a locate. I say it’s a
good idea to call. It’s free to the
homeowner to have the locate,”
Janes said.
“Its always better to be safe rather
than wishing it had been done,”
said Janes.
The bottom line is pretty clear-cut
for Janes: “Be safe. Know what’s
below and call before you dig.”
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DATELINE

July 27

August 16-18: Black Hills Threshing

Sioux Falls Family Fest,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., W.H. Lyon
Fairgrounds, 3 and under
Free, 4-12 $4, 13 and up $7, $1
of every paid admission goes
to Children’s Miracle Network,
Sioux Falls, SD, Steffanie
Holtrop at 605-336-1479 or
Bonnie Gunnink at
605-929-8362,
www.familyfestsf.com,
info@familyfestsf.com

Bee, Sturgis SD, 605-490-2024

July 28

Photo courtesy: travelsouthdakota.com

10th Annual Tractor Pull,
Registration at Noon, Start
time 1 p.m., South side of The
Hurley Elevator, Hurley, SD,
Contact Brad at 605-661-1779
or Linda at 605-661-6357

August 2-4

Old Fashioned Weekend,
Wednesday, July 31, leading
up to the event is Rock Wall
music at 7 p.m., Thursday,
Aug. 1, is the local Farmers
Market downtown from 5
to 7:30 p.m., Friday, Aug.
2, is a Teen Dance with a
DJ, Saturday, Aug. 3, is a
backyard rib challenge,
the 33rd Annual Alan Ende
Memorial Golf Tournament
at the Bridges of Beresford,
9 a.m. shotgun, Vendor Craft
and Food Fair in the Beresford
Park from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
with bounce arounds all day,
free swimming from 1 to 5
p.m., Car Show will be held on
16th Street by DAD’s Repair
from 2 to 5 p.m., Burn-out
Contest at Eastway Auto
from 6 to 8 p.m. with a Cruise
night on Third Street from 6
to 8 p.m. with a street dance
held at Klassix, Community
church service at the Park at
10:30 a.m. with a Pot Luck
Dinner to follow at the Senior
Citizen’s Center. Free will
donation. Beresford, SD

August 2-10

August 21-25

August 3-4

August 22-24

Sioux Empire Fair, Sioux Falls,
SD, 605-367-7178
Senior Games, Yankton,
SD, Contact Brittany Orr at
605-668-5234

August 9-10

Senior Games, Huron, SD,
Contact LaRon Clock at
605-353-8533 or Howard Bich
at 605-491-0635

August 9-10

Senior Softball Tournament,
Huron, SD, Contact Scott
Mckaskell at 605-354-2237

August 10

Davis Flea Market & Artisan
Fair, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free
admittance and parking,
Davis, SD

August 12-18

Brown County Fair, Aberdeen
SD, 605-626-7116

Corn Palace Festival, Mitchell,
SD, 605-995-8430
Senior Games, Watertown,
Contact Andrew Magedanz at
605-949-0028

August 22-25

Prairie Village Annual Steam
Threshing Jamboree,
Madison, SD, 605-256-3644

August 24

McCrossan Boys Ranch
Xtreme Event Rodeo, Leo
P. Flynn Memorial Arena,
McCrossan Boys Ranch
Campus, Sioux Falls, SD,
605-339-1203

September 14

Davis Flea Market & Artisan
Fair, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free
admittance and parking,
Davis, SD

September 28

Health Connect Fair, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m., Arena, Free, Sioux
Falls, SD, Contact Fran Rice at
605-371-1000

October 12

Davis Flea Market & Artisan
Fair, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free
admittance and parking,
Davis, SD

To have your event
listed on this page, send
complete information,
including date, event,
place and contact to your
local electric cooperative.
Include your name,
address and daytime
telephone number.
Information must be
submitted at least eight
weeks prior to your
event. Please call ahead
to confirm date, time and
location of event.

