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GENERAL MANAGER REPORT

Annual Meeting and
Construction Season
Thanks to those of you who were able to take time out of your busy schedule to attend our annual
meeting in Lennox on Thursday, June 6, 2019. We always enjoy visiting with you and informing you
on the activities of your electric cooperative any time we cross paths and especially in a formal manner
such as our annual meeting. Your participation shows your interest in your cooperative business. You
select your directors to help us plan for the future, deal with current issues, work through items that
come up on a daily basis and you are the main reason that Southeastern Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
exists. Our Mission is simple – “Member Focused, Member Driven” to serve you with quality
electric service from your electric cooperative.

Brad Schardin
General Manager
brad@southeastern.coop

I am proud to say that working with your elected board of directors and side-by-side with the best
employees anywhere brings me great satisfaction to inform you that your electric cooperative is doing
well and we look forward to new opportunities of working with and for you, our member-owners, in
the years to come.
Like many of you, our construction season is struggling with the excessive amounts of moisture we
have had throughout the winter season and right up to writing this article the last week of May. We
are working on the projects that we can get to right now and once we get some drying weather, we
will be hitting it hard with our summer construction schedule in high gear. Please make sure to give
us a call if you have construction plans so that we can meet with you to organize, plan and order all
the materials needed to get your project off and running in a timely and efficient manner.
Please remember in this rush/rush time of the year to be aware of overhead power lines and plan
ahead by calling 811 for any underground locates where you are digging or excavating for your
new buildings, foundations or drain tile to dry out your fields. If you ever have any questions on
lines, underground locations or construction needs, please feel free to give us a call.

Your participation
shows your
interest in your
cooperative
business.

To wrap things up, thanks again for your participation in your annual meeting and selecting quality
directors to represent you on your board of directors. Congratulations to Robert Wollmann (District 2 – Menno, Freeman and west
Marion areas), John Ostraat (District 5 – Harrisburg and South
Sioux Falls areas), and Steve Holmberg (District 8 – Alcester,
Beresford and Hudson areas) for being elected by our members to
represent you on the Southeastern board of directors. I would like
to give a special thanks to Lynell Hofer, your board member from
the Freeman, Menno and west Marion areas for the past 31 years.
Thank you, Lynell, for serving our membership so well during those years and the
excellent friendship we have!
Steve Holberg presents
Director Lynell Hofer a plaque
Your elected board members do an
honoring his 31 years repreexcellent job thinking strategically, planning
senting the Freeman, Menno
for the future and asking the questions that
and west Marion areas.
you, the members of Southeastern, need
them to ask relating to affordable, reliable
and dependable electric power. With an
active and involved membership, quality
board members and top-notch employees,
your electric cooperative is set to provide
you with quality electric services not only
today, but for many years to come!
Thanks again for your participation in your
electric cooperative!
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Bialas Attains
Journeyman Status
Southeastern Electric would like
to congratulate Derik Bialas for
completing the Northwest Lineman
College Power Delivery Program
courses to reach the status of journeyman lineman.
Derik works out of the Sioux Falls
office and has been with SEC since May
of 2015.
Including foremen and superintendents, the co-op has 30 journeyman line
workers.

SEC General Manager Brad Schardin presents Derik
Bialas with the certificate noting that Bialas has
completed courses toward becoming a journeyman.

Four Join Co-op as Summer Help
Four individuals have joined Southeastern Electric crews for the summer as 1,000-hour
employees. Oakley Denne will be working out of the Marion office; Keith Gehl will
report to Parkston, Bailey Mennis will be working out of Salem and Tyler Park will work
out of Sioux Falls.
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Title VI – Statement of Non-Discrimination

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all
bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
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SAFETY TIPS

Electrical Safety Tips
for the 4th of July
Well, it’s summer and in just a few weeks the biggest
holiday of the season arrives: The Fourth of July! As we
prepare for backyard BBQs and poolside fun, there are
some important things to remember to make sure it’s a
safe holiday.
Whether you are hosting or heading over to a neighbor’s
or relative’s house to celebrate, we have a few safety tips
to share with you so that your friends and family enjoy
your time together and avoid accidents

Summer Poolside Electrical Safety Tips
Spending time in and around the pool is a big part of
summer and celebration during the warmest months of
the year. Regardless of whether you are hosting a get-together at your home or someone else’s, make sure the
chances for accidents are minimal by following these
simple safety steps:
 Never run electrical cords over or alongside the pool.
Water and electricity don’t mix!
 If you are decorating the backyard, string party lights
a minimum of three feet away from the pool or any
water source.
 Store and activate fireworks as far away from the pool
as possible.
 Never use a flotation device to support an electrical
appliance (fan, etc.).
 Never cross the pool exit or towel storage area with
electrical wires.
 Always use safety caps on electrical outlets near
water.
 When possible, use GFCI outlets to protect yourself
and your electrical appliances outdoors.

KIDS CORNER SAFETY POSTER

Electrical Power Line Safety Tips
Power lines run through neighborhoods and can even
pass through overgrown trees. They’re often the most
dangerous when you don’t even notice they’re there
because you either see them all of the time or they are
covered by tree canopies. Stay mindful and remember
these safety tips when you’re spending time in the
backyard or outdoor neighborhoods:
 Never let kids (or adults for that matter) climb trees
that are near power lines.
 Make sure your trees are trimmed and out of the way
of power lines running through your yard or near your
home.
 Never attempt to touch a downed power line. If
there is one in your yard, call the electric company
immediately. There can still be current running
through the line and an active line is highly dangerous.
Source: allstarelectrical.com
4

Cooperative Connections | July 2019

“Don’t let your goat eat your extension cords.”
Paige Oppelt, 8 years old

Paige is the daughter of Paul and Laura Oppelt,
Goodwin, S.D. They are members of H-D Electric
Cooperative, Clear Lake, S.D.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local
electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your poster
is published, you’ll receive a prize. All entries must include your
name, age, mailing address and the names of your parents.
Colored drawings are encouraged.

RECIPES
Recipe and photo courtesy
mccormick.com/recipes

Delectable Desserts
Rhubarb Dump Cake

Spiced Peanut Butter Caramel Pie

1 lb. rhubarb, cut into
1/4-inch slices

1 (18.25 oz.) pkg. yellow cake
mix

1-3/4 cups graham cracker,
crumbs

1 cup white sugar

1 cup water

1/2 tsp. ground ginger

1/4 cup margarine, melted

6 T. butter, melted

1 (3 oz.) pkg. strawberry
gelatin

Spread rhubarb evenly in bottom of a buttered 9x13-inch baking
dish. Sprinkle sugar over rhubarb, followed by gelatin mix and
finally the cake mix. Pour water and melted margarine over top. Do
not stir. Bake at 350°F. for 45 minutes or until rhubarb is tender.
Jean Osterman, Wheaton, MN

Cherry-Pineapple Dessert
1 (20 oz.) can crushed
pineapple with juice
1 (21 oz.) can cherry pie
filling
1 box yellow cake mix

1 cup coconut flakes
1 cup chopped pecans or
walnuts, if desired
1 cup (2 sticks) butter

Dump pineapple with juice and spread into bottom of pan. Top
with cherry pie filling. Sprinkle top evenly with dry cake mix. Add
coconut and chopped nuts. Slice butter over all. Bake at 350°F. for 35
to 40 minutes. Let cool before cutting.
Arlene BaanHofman, Corsica, SD

Mexican Cheese Cake (Sopapilla)
2 (8 oz. each) cans
refrigerated crescent rolls
2 (8 oz. each) pkgs. cream
cheese, softened

1-3/4 cups sugar, divided
1 tsp. vanilla
1/2 cup butter, melted
1 T. ground cinnamon

In medium bowl, beat cream cheese and 1 cup sugar and vanilla.
Unroll 1 can dough. Place in bottom of ungreased 9x13-inch
(3-quart) glass baking dish. Stretch to cover bottom of dish, firmly
pressing perforations to seal. Spread cream cheese mixture over
dough. Unroll second can of dough. Firmly press perforations to
seal. Carefully place on top of cream cheese layer. Pinch seams
together. Mix remaining sugar with cinnamon; sprinkle evenly over
all. Drizzle melted butter evenly over top. Bake at 350°F. for 30 to 35
minutes or until puffed and brown. Cool before cutting.
Clarice Roghair, Okaton, SD

2 (8 oz. each) pkg.
Neufchâtel cheese,
1/3 less fat than cream
cheese, softened
1/2 cup peanut butter

1/2 cup sugar
2 tsp. apple pie spice
2 tsp. pure vanilla extract
2 cups thawed frozen light
whipped topping
1/4 cup caramel dessert
topping
1/2 cup chopped peanuts

Mix crumbs and ginger in medium bowl. Stir in butter until well
blended. Press crumb mixture evenly into bottom and up sides of
lightly greased 9-inch pie plate. Bake at 350°F. for 10 minutes. Cool
completely on wire rack. Beat cream cheese, peanut butter and
sugar in large bowl with electric mixer on medium speed until well
blended and smooth. Beat in apple pie spice and vanilla until well
mixed. Gently stir in whipped topping. Spoon into cooled crust.
Drizzle with dessert topping. Using knife, gently swirl topping into
pie until marbled. Sprinkle with peanuts. Refrigerate 4 hours or
until set. Store leftover pie in refrigerator. Makes 12 servings.
Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 401, Total Fat 25g, Sodium
380mg, Cholesterol 42mg, Carbohydrates 34g, Protein 10g, Dietary Fiber 1g
Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Ginger Snaps
2 cups sugar

1 tsp. salt

1-1/2 cups butter

2 tsp. cinnamon

1/2 cup molasses

1 tsp. cloves

2 eggs

1/2 tsp. nutmeg

5 cups flour

3 tsp. ginger

3 tsp. soda
Mix in order listed. Roll into small balls the size of walnuts. Roll
balls in sugar. Place 2 inches apart. Bake at 375°F. for 15 minutes.
Bonnie Weber, Aberdeen, SD

Please send your favorite vegetarian, garden produce and pasta
recipes to your local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3).
Each recipe printed will be entered into a drawing for a prize in
December 2019. All entries must include your name, mailing
address, telephone number and cooperative name.

July 2019 | Cooperative Connections
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LIKE TO
COOK?

CO-OP NEWS

What is Load Control?

Send Us Your
Recipes!

Most have heard the words load control or load management before. But in the case of
those who haven’t, the goal of the load management system is to control peak demand,
increase off-peak electric sales and improve Southeastern Electric’s system load factor.

We are looking for original
or your favorite recipes that
are a hit at your house. Each
month we will hold a drawing
from the recipes that are
submitted for a $10 credit on
the winner’s electric account.

The load management system that Southeastern Electric has in place is designed to
reduce peak demand on the electrical system by shutting off controlling loads for a
period of time. Peak demand occurs during the hottest afternoons of the summer when
the air conditioning load is the greatest. Winter months are also just as bad with heating
loads; however, we do not control heat pumps in the winter months. Most generally these
peaks are reached during the mornings when members are getting ready for work and
the evenings when they return.

Please note that each month’s
winner will then be entered in
a yearly drawing for a grand
prize at the end of the year.

By reducing our peak use it will save Southeastern Electric from purchasing additional
power and since we are a cooperative, when we save money, you save money.

All recipes that we receive will
be forwarded to SDREA for
possible publication in
Southeastern Electric Cooperative Connections. Recipes
for the September magazine
should be submitted by July
3. The last winner of the $10
credit was Sue Nipe, Sioux
Falls, S.D.
You can e-mail your recipes to
brett@southeastern.coop or
mail them to:
Southeastern Electric,
PO Box 250,
Salem, SD 57058-0250.
Upcoming recipe topics
are vegetarian in August,
garden in September
and pasta in October.

You ask why control my loads? Because it saves money for you and your cooperative.

Types of loads that are controlled are heating systems, water heaters, air conditioning
(heat pump), qualifying grain bin fans and electric crop dryers, industry loads that
Southeastern Electric along with East River Electric shut down, irrigation and industries
that are controlled for only five months out of the year. Controlling loads such as these
helps bring the demand for electricity into balance with the supply.
Each year, a load management strategy is developed that determines control targets for
each month based on historical peaks over the last five years and current weather conditions. If the peak is above that control target, the Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system begins controlling loads. A computer sends out a command to
control a load. The command goes through the digital communication system of East
River Electric to an injector in one of 246 substations across eastern South Dakota and
western Minnesota. The injector sends a signal from the substation through the distribution line to the customer.
In 1984, your board of directors made the decision to participate in the load management system. Cooperatives throughout the eastern part of South Dakota have saved
an estimated $236 million for its consumer/owners. The savings for our members is
the most important part of the success of load management. This is one of the reasons
Southeastern Electric has been able to stabilize rates over the years.
As with any program designed to save money, there can be inconveniences. The
summer’s extreme heat and dry conditions can be a real challenge for irrigators and
in a few cases, air conditioning and water heater participants (Note: with many of our
members using the larger capacity, high efficiency Marathon water heaters in their
homes, calls regarding a shortage of hot water have been greatly reduced). It’s important
to remember that the load management system is not designed or operated to cause
inconveniences for participants, but to help control cooperative power costs and to pass
the savings back to you.
It is equally important to remember that load control participation is voluntary. Only
Marathon water heater installations receiving rebates are required to have a load control
device installed.
The board of directors and General Manager Brad Schardin would like to thank the
members that allow the cooperative to control their loads. The cooperative rates are
designed in a manner that passes on the savings to those members for their participation
in helping the cooperative control our peak periods each month.
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CO-OP NEWS

The following scholars attended the Scholar of the Year Banquet
held on April 27: From left, Top Row: Allison Young ($500 winner),
Janae Kolden, Lauren Wittler, Olivia Gohl, Mason Schroeder; Second
From Top Row: Lexie Larsen, Antonia Block, Kim Weber, Danielle
Houghtaling ($1,000 winner), Jarret Haven ($500 winner); Third
From Top Row: Jayla Prosch, Sydney Tlam, Cooper Benning, Courtney
Heath, Jack Olson, Bayden Schneider; Front Row: Kassidy Clark,
Kristin Kotas, Brian Allen (KSFY), Jamie Bludorn, Bryce Dangler.

SCHOLAR OF THE YEAR
BANQUET HELD
Erica Fitzhugh
efitzhugh@eastriver.coop

Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives in eastern South Dakota and
western Minnesota honored some of the area’s most impressive
high school seniors Saturday, April 27, during the 17th annual
Touchstone Energy Scholar of the Year banquet and recognition
on the campus of South Dakota State University.

The event honored the 34 high school students who were chosen
each week throughout the school year as the Touchstone Energy
Scholar of the Week. It’s a program which recognizes students
for academic achievement, co-curricular involvement and
community service. The students are featured in weekly segments
which air on KSFY Television and each student receives a $100
scholarship for being chosen as the Scholar of the Week.
Danielle Houghtaling, a senior at Doland High School within
Northern Electric’s service territory, was selected during
the banquet as the Touchstone Energy Scholar of the year.
Houghtaling, who plans to attend South Dakota State University in the fall, received a $1,000 award. Jarret Haven, a senior at
Northwestern Area High School also within Northern’s territory
and Allison Young, a senior at Sioux Falls Christian High School
within Southeastern Electric’s territory, were both chosen to
receive $500 awards.
Jim Woster, famed South Dakota agriculture writer, broadcaster
and public speaker was the banquet’s keynote speaker and KSFY

Southeastern’s
Brett Snyders
presents Allison
Young, a senior at
Sioux Falls Christian
High School, with
one of two $500
scholarships.
News anchor Brian Allen served as the master of ceremonies.
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives in eastern South Dakota
and western Minnesota provide safe and reliable electricity to
more than 113,000 homes and businesses. The cooperatives
have sponsored the Scholar of the Week program since 2002.
In that time, Touchstone Energy Cooperatives have awarded
over $85,000 in scholarships as part of the Scholar of the Week
program.
July 2019 | Cooperative Connections
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MEMBER NEWS

Elm Lake in northern Brown
County has seen steady growth.
Photo by Ben Dunsmoor

LIVING THE LAKE LIFE
Scenic Views,
Tranquil Living
Inspire Many
Brenda Kleinjan & Ben Dunsmoor
brenda.kleinjan@sdrea.coop and
bdunsmoor@northernelectric.coop

Minnesota may be known as the Land of 10,000
Lakes, but for increasing number of South
Dakotans are also making the connection to the
water.
Some lakes in the Rushmore State have had developments associated with them for several decades
while other lakes are relative new-comers to the
year-round-home lake life.
Northern Electric Cooperative serves four major
recreational lakes within Brown and Spink
counties. The co-op serves nearly 1,000 lake-area
homes and businesses at Elm Lake, Richmond
Lake, Mina Lake, and Cottonwood Lake
combined.
Elm Lake in northern Brown County has seen
steady growth in popularity over the past 12 years.
Elm Lake Association President Mike Jung says
Elm Lake is not as busy as other lakes in the
8
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Fishing is a popular pastime on
many area lakes.

Photo by www.TravelSouthDakota.com

MEMBER NEWS

county and believes the quiet lifestyle is
what is appealing to many people.
“I think the biggest thing up here is it’s so
quiet all week long,” Jung said. “If you want
to go fishing you can go a half mile down
the lake and not have any jet skis near
you.”
Mina Lake boasts the largest lake population within Northern Electric’s service
territory. More than 400 homes and businesses are part of the small community
between Aberdeen and Ipswich.
Mina Lake has been developing since the
late 1930s when Julie Johnson’s grandfather built the first two cabins on the lake.
Johnson currently lives at the lake and her
family has been involved with developing
the lake throughout her lifetime. She says
the improvements in electric, water, and
wastewater infrastructure has transformed
the lake from a weekend destination to a
full-time home for many residents.
“There are just a whole lot more people
living out (at Mina Lake) all year long,”
Johnson said.
Richmond Lake is also a popular place to

live, work, and play in Brown County. The
200-acre state-run Richmond Lake Recreation Area is open to campers, swimmers,
and fishing enthusiasts. Nearly 300 homes
and businesses are located around the
Richmond Lake shoreline.

“I think the biggest
thing up here is it’s so
quiet all week long.”
Cottonwood Lake in Spink County serves
as a Redfield-area retreat. More than 100
homes dot the shores of Cottonwood
which is a busy spot for boating and
fishing throughout the summer months.
Head to the south and one of the state’s
largest lakes, Lake Poinsett, has been
increasing in popularity over the years,
with a growing number of year-round
homes.
Settled into the southern part of Hamlin
County and northern part of Brookings
County, S.D. Highway 28 provides easy

access to the lake from Interstate 29 while
U.S. Highway 81 provides a north-south
cooridor from Watertown to Madison and
points south.
To the west, growth along Lake Oahe – the
stretch of the Missouri River extending
above the Oahe Dam at Pierre up into
North Dakota – has also seen considerable
growth.
And with that growth can be challenges.
“We’ve experienced it in the past, when
the reservoir gets full, the hills shift on
us and can tear our cable apart. It’s torn
on us three times already,” said Cam Wal
Electric Manager Terry Keller. The western
boundary of the co-op’s area is formed by
Lake Oahe in Campbell, Walworth and
Potter counties.
Keller said that some of the areas have
residents year-round, while others are
occupied in the spring, summer and fall.
“We have a few that come stay a couple of
weeks and then go home,” Keller said.
“Even with the challenges, the real growth
we have is along the reservoir,” said Keller.

Lake Poinsett provides inspiring
vistas for photographer Greg Latza.
Photo and Cover by ©Greg Latza
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ANNUAL MEETING

A bucket truck salute welcomes
members to their annual meeting.

SOUTHEASTERN HOLDS
ANNUAL MEETING
Brett Smuders
brett@southeastern.coop

Southeastern Electric Cooperative’s annual membership meeting
was held at the Lennox High School on June 6, 2019.

SEC Board President Don Heeren,
left, congratulates Robert
Wollmann on his election to the
board representing District 2.

A delicious supper was served to more than 1,100 members/guests
by Central Catering, Hawarden, Iowa. Lennox City Mayor Tracy
West gave the Welcoming Address and Pastor Jeff Spencer gave
the invocation. Director Daryl Terveen announced that he had
checked with the registration desk and there were approximately
455 members registered for the annual meeting. Having established a quorum of at least 50 members, it was in legal session to
act on the business to come before the meeting.
President Don Heeren gave his report on the 2018 operations of
the cooperative and remarked that this year’s theme is “Energizing
Our Cooperative Future.” Heeren stated, “There are different
ways to interpret this theme.” Heeren, explained that one way is
by keeping our distribution system energized so that it delivers
reliable, quality electric service at the flip of a switch. Another
way to interpret it is to engage our younger members in the
co-op and help them recognize the cooperative difference and the
cooperative philosophies that are the rock and foundation of the
business model we use to provide quality electric service. “Efforts
to educate our membership about the benefits of the cooperative business model are ongoing and are crucial to keeping our
membership energized now and into the future,” stated Heeren.
He also mentioned some legislative issues that are facing co-ops.
He explained that electric cooperatives of South Dakota initiated
legislation to amend the law governing the territorial boundaries
of electric utilities. The proposed change would eliminate the
10
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ability of municipal electric systems to take service territory away
from neighboring co-ops or investor-owned utilities through
annexation. “Hopefully, representatives from each side of this
issue can work toward a compromise acceptable to both sides.”
said Heeren.
After Heeren recognized the board of directors, Manager Schardin
and Attorney Alan Peterson, he announced that Lynell Hofer of
District 2 is retiring from the board and is not seeking re-election after 31 years of service to Southeastern Electric. Heeren
recognize Lynell for the years of dedicated and exceptional service
throughout his tenure representing his district.
Treasurer Pat Scheier gave the Treasurer’s Report. In his report,

ANNUAL MEETING
Southeastern
because of
the number
of retirements and
the sudden
death of
Accountant/
Work Order
Clerk, Curt
Anderson.
“This year we
A member has his blood pressure
will be going
checked at the meeting.
through a lot
of employee
changes. Our
Scheier noted that SEC has seen significant
members
will
be
seeing
a
lot
of
new faces at
growth in consumers served in the last few
Southeastern
this
year
and
in
the
years to
years. “Along with the growth of members
come”
said
Schardin.
He
also
touched
on
served, we’ve seen record kilowatt-hour
the
financial
status
of
Southeastern.
purchases during 2018”. stated Scheier.
He also touched on the cost of wholesale
Schardin concluded his report on how our
power, new construction cost and upgrades membership is becoming more techto our members and how SEC has done a
nology focused and how Southeastern is
good job managing our finances so we can
embracing the changes and challenges that
continue to refund our members in capital
go along with those types of demands from
credits. A general refund of $1.5 million
our younger membership. He commented,
was issued back to our membership in
“Most of our younger members use cell
2018.
phones and portable devices to do most
everything these days. From shopping to
Scheier concluded, “I’m happy to report
paying their electric bills online, that’s why
that 2018 was an excellent year for Southit’s so important that Southeastern keep up
eastern and will enable us to maintain
with the times.”
competitive retail rates and that the 2018
financial statements audited by Eide Bailly
Attorney Alan Peterson announced that
issued a “clean” opinion.
Robert Wollmann won the election and
will represent District 2 for a three-year
General Manager Brad Schardin gave his
term due to Lynell Hofer’s retirement. John
presentation by reviewing the activities
Ostraat, District 5, and Steve Holmberg,
of the cooperative to the membership.
Schardin talked about recent challenges for District 8, ran unopposed and were both

re-elected for another three-year term.
Following the close of the meeting, prizes
were given away. Richard Hill of Canton
was the winner of the $500 grand prize,
Cindy Havelaar of Hudson won the MECO
electric grill and Sue Nipe of Sioux Falls
was the recipe drawing winner.
The board of directors and the employees
of Southeastern Electric would like to
thank everyone who attended this year’s
annual meeting.

Richard Hill of Canton was
the $500 grand prize winner.

Cindy Havelaar of Hudson
won the MECO electric grill.

Members registered for the meeting.
Nearly 1,100 people attended.
July 2019 | Cooperative Connections
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MEMBER NEWS

Seniors Staying in Shape
Fellowship,
Competition
All Part
of Senior
Games
Brenda Kleinjan
editor@sdrea.coop

For more than 35 years, South
Dakota seniors have been
gathering in fellowship and
competition in the South Dakota
Senior Games.
The state senior games will be
held in September in Watertown,
while regional competitions take
place throughout the state from
May through August. (Minnesota’s
Senior Games are Aug 1-4 in St.
Cloud.)

Team and partner events as well as
individual competitions are part of the
21 sports offered at the South Dakota
Senior Games.

The South Dakota games got their
start in 1984 when the Division of Adult Services and Aging
within the South Dakota Department of Social Services established the competition. The purpose was to encourage seniors
to become involved in, as well as maintain, on-going physical
exercise.
By 1996, state funding for the games was withdrawn, but the
games continued on. A Senior Games board of directors was
formed, comprised of participants from across the state. The
non-profit establishes the rules and regulations for the games and
provides financing and developing local, regional games as well as
the state games which features 21 different sports.

12
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Since then, hundreds of South Dakotans aged 50 and up have
been lacing up their sneakers and heading to the field, court or
track to compete.
During the South Dakota Senior Games state competition, participants will compete in 21 different events within five-year age
divisions (50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79, 80-84, 85-89,
90-94, 95-99 and 100+).
Every two years, a national event is scheduled and the state games
are the qualifying event for the national stage.
The 2019 National Games were set for June 14-25 in Albuquerque, N.M.

MEMBER NEWS

South Dakota
Senior Games
Thursday, Sept. 5
7:30 a.m. – Golf and Shuffleboard
8:30 a.m. – Disc Golf and Bean Bag
Toss
12:15 p.m. – Swimming
12:30 p.m. – 8-ball pool
2:30 p.m. – Bowling Mixed Doubles
and Jump Rope
5 p.m. – Pickelball mixed doubles
5:30 p.m. – Table Tennis and Strength
contests (Pull ups, timed plank, push
ups, arm curls, timed wall sit, bench
press reps

Table tennis is one of 21 sports at
the South Dakota Senior Games.
South Dakota Regional Senior Games
Sioux Falls

May 30- June 1

Nick Brady Sioux Falls Parks
and Rec Phone: 978-6924

Friday, Sept. 6
7:30 a.m. – Horseshoes
8 a.m. – Pickelball (Doubles and
Singles)

Northern Hills Senior
June 7-8
Games, Spearfish

Brett Rauterkus – Spearfish
Rec Center 722-1430

Madison Interlake
Games

June 28-29

Bernie Schuurmans 270-3327

8 a.m. – Cycling (5k, 10,k, 20k,
recumbent bikes)

Aberdeen

July 11-13

Gene Morsching – Aberdeen
Parks and Rec 626-7015

9 a.m. – Bowling (Men’s and women’s
singles)

Black Hills Senior
Games

July 24-27

Rapid City Parks and Rec –
Kristi Lintz 394-4268

12:15 p.m. – Track and Field

Brookings

July 26-27

Brookings Activities Center –
Traci Saugstad 692-4492

2:30 p.m. – Volleyball

Yankton

Aug. 3-4

Yankton Parks and Rec –
Brittany Orr 668-5234

Huron

Aug. 9 – (Pickleball)
Aug. 10 – Track and
Field and other events.

Howard Bich – Call for
information and Registration Form – 605-275-6891 or
605-491-0635 – Cell or LaRon
Clock 605-353-8533

Watertown

Aug. 22-24

Watertown Parks & Rec –
Andrew Magedanz

South Dakota
State Games,
Watertown

Aug. 1-4

Sept. 5-8
(Online registration is
Aug. 30. There is no
on-site registration)

3 p.m. – Softball (Men’s 60+)
6:30 p.m. – Banquet and Annual
Awards Presentations

Saturday, Sept. 7
7 a.m. – 5k race walk and 5k power
walk; 5k road race; 10k road race
7:30 a.m. – Track and Field
9 a.m. – Basketball shoot
11:30 a.m. - Picnic for athletes

State Senior Games

Minnesota State
Senior Games,
St. Cloud

12:30 p.m. – Tennis and Badminton

Contact Info: Fritz Butkowski
Phone: 320-762-2868 Web
Site: Minnesota Senior
Games http://mnseniorgames.com http://
www.mnseniorgames.com/
page/Schedule-ofEvents-x-274-21-287.html
Howard Bich, Executive
Director e-mail: sdsrgames@
gmail.com or habich@sio.
midco.net 605-491-0635

1 p.m. – Three-on-Three Basketball
2 p.m. – Racquetball
2 p.m. – Mens Softball
3 p.m. – Womens Softball

Sunday, Sept. 8
8:15 a.m. – Archery
10 a.m. – Men’s and Women’s Softball
Continues
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DIRECTOR ELECTIONS

Directors
Elected
Three men were
elected to serve
on your cooperative’s board of
directors. The
elections took
place during the
co-op’s annual
meeting June 6 in
Lennox.
In District 2,
Robert Wollmann
was elected to fill
the seat vacated
by 31-year
veteran Lynell
Hofer.
In District 5,
director John
Ostraat ran
unopposed and
was re-elected
to a three-year
term.

Can you

DIG IT?

Join us for tour!

The boom on the drag line
at Freedom Mine is as long
as a football field.

Robert Wollmann
District 2

Another year has gone by and plans for the
2019 Member Bus Tour are being made.
Do you need a short break this summer
from your daily routine? Why not join
52 other people on your cooperative’s
Member Bus Tour.

on the part of the members taking the trip
of $30 per person or $60 per couple. This
fee is the only expenditure the member
will make except for personal expenses.
Lodging, meals and transportation will be
provided.

What is the Member Bus Tour? How do I apply?
John Ostraat
District 5

In District 8,
Steve Holmberg
also ran
unopposed and
was re-elected
to a three-year
term.
The SEC board
Steve Holmberg
of directors is
District 8
comprised of 10
members of the cooperative.

The tour gives member-consumers of the
cooperative the opportunity to learn how
electricity is generated and transmitted
to them for their use. It includes tours of
hydro and coal-generating plants, a coal
mine (weather permitting) and operation
centers of your power suppliers.

When is the tour?
The dates for the tour are July 31-Aug. 2.
A complete itinerary of the tour will be
furnished on request and to the trip participants.

How much does the tour cost?
There is a minimum financial commitment

Just fill out the application blank below
and return it to Southeastern Electric at
either PO Box 388, Marion, SD 570430388 or PO Box 105, Alcester, SD 57001.
If we receive more applications than a bus
load, the selection of participants will be
done by a drawing with representation from
all geographical areas of the cooperative.

What is the deadline for
applying?
The deadline for applications is July 3.
For more information, you should contact
one of the cooperative’s offices at
1-800-333-2859.

SEC Couples Tour
As members of Southeastern Electric Cooperative, we want to participate in the three-day tour to East
River Electric Power Cooperative, Basin Electric Power Cooperative and Western Area Power Administration facilities on July 31-Aug.2, 2019. If we are selected, we will pay thirty dollars ($30) per person
toward the expenses of the three-day tour.
Name (First, Last)
Name (First, Last)
Mailing Address
City
State, ZIP Code
Home Phone Number
Cell Phone Number(s)
Participant 1 Signature
Participant 2 Signature
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BOARD NEWS

Board Summary Report
The board of directors of Southeastern Electric
Cooperative met on Thursday, May 30, 2019, with
all directors present. Also present were Manager
Brad Schardin, Attorney Alan Peterson and staff
members John McDonald, John Euchner, Todd
Nelson and Mark Neu.
Manager Schardin in his report reviewed with
the board the following items:
 Discussed a study being conducted by Basin
Electric on ethanol plants utilizing self-generation.
 Updated the board on a potential power factor
penalty clause being considered by SSP.
 Informed the board of several new potential
large loads in SEC’s service area.
 Discussed the use of the empty lots by the new
Salem office.
 Reviewed the circulation folder and various
member-related issues.
CFO John McDonald reviewed his written report,
the preliminary financial report for April 2019 and
the POET self-generation report.
Operations Manager John Euchner reviewed his
written report and provided the monthly safety
and new services reports. He commented on the
feed truck that accidentally contacted a primary
overhead line resulting in damage to the truck
but not the driver. He also discussed confidential
information on the potential new large loads in
our service area, a recap of the April ice storm
and status of permanent repairs hampered by
road conditions and potential federal and state
assistance, the pending action by the FAA on the
proposed addition to the Parkston warehouse and
the conversion of the new Worthing sub from a
portable unit to a permanent installation.
Marketing and Member Services Manager
Mark Neu reviewed his written report. He also
commented on the discovery of additional load
control receivers to be changed out in the Sioux
Falls area and the new lifetime warranty Marathon
water heater available for commercial installations.
Consumer Relations and IT Manager Todd
Nelson reviewed his written report and answered
questions on implementation and use of the
pre-pay option.

the attempts to resolve the water issue on the land
neighboring the Sioux Falls office, actions taken
by the state of South Carolina to empower their
Public Utilities Commission with oversight in
various areas of operation on the electric cooperatives in that state and noted that website-based
solicitations for members to join ACRE need to be
password protected.
The board acted on the following motions:
 A motion was made and seconded to approve
the consent agenda. Motion carried.
 A motion was made and seconded to authorize
Manager Schardin to execute the proposed
territorial agreement as presented on behalf of
the cooperative and to work with Xcel Energy
toward an agreement that will provide more
transparency in dealing with new loads located
close to the territorial boundaries in order to
do what is best for the consumer rather than
the utility. Motion carried.
 A motion was made and seconded to adopt
Polices 110 and 506 as presented to the board.
Motion carried.
 A motion was made and seconded to accept
the low bid from James Steel, after verifying
the comparability of the specifications. Motion
carried.
 A motion was made and seconded to select
C. Hofer as the voting delegate to attend
NCSC’s annual meeting on behalf of the cooperative. Motion carried.

Scheier
Attains
Gold
Status
Southeastern Electric
Cooperative Director
Pat Scheier became the
most recent member of
the board to attain the
nation’s highest electric
coopertive educational
credentials for board
directors, the the National
Rural Electric Cooperative
Association’s Director
Gold credentials.
Director Gold credential recognizes directors
committed to continuing
their education beyond
the Certified Cooperative Director and Board
Leadership Certificate
and who desire a tangible
credential that demonstrates their ongoing
commitment to advancing
their knowledge and
performing their fiduciary
duty to the best of their
ability.
Scheier is the sixth SEC
director to earn the certificate.

 A motion was made and seconded to authorize
Terveen and Wildeboer to attend the SDREA
Board Leadership Summit in Pierre. Motion
carried.
 A motion was made and seconded to
authorize Terveen, Scheier, Wildeboer, Heeren,
Holmberg and Ostraat to attend the CFC
Director Workshop in Pierre. Motion carried.
 A motion was made and seconded to authorize
Attorney Peterson to attend the NRECA Legal
Seminar on behalf of the cooperative on a
shared basis with Sioux Valley Energy. Motion
carried.
The next regular monthly meeting will be held on
Thursday, June 21, 2019, at the Marion office.

In his legal report, Attorney Peterson discussed
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DATELINE

June 26

McCrossan Golf Classic
for Kids, Central Valley
Golf Course, Hartford, SD,
605-339-1203

June 28-29

Senior Games, Madison, SD,
Contact Bernie Schuurmans
at 605-270-3327
Photo courtesy: Scavenger’s Journey Committee

June 29-30

Archeology Awareness Days,
Mitchell, SD, 605-996-5473

July 6-7

Prairie Village Railroad Days,
Madison, SD, 800-693-3644

July 9-14

3 Wheeler Rally, Deadwood,
SD, 605-717-7174

July 11-13

Annual Hot Harley Nights,
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-334-2721

July 13

Davis Flea Market & Artisan
Fair, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free
admittance and parking,
Davis, SD

July 13

S.D. MCC Relief Sale – helping
others round the world,
Begins at 8 a.m. with bike
ride and pancake/sausage
breakfast, Activities, booths
(crafts, bake sale, produce,
etc.), live and silent auctions,
lots of food, All day event,
No admission charge, free
parking, Pioneer Hall on
Freeman Academy campus,
Freeman, SD, 605-925-7009,
sdmccreliefsale.weebly.com

July 13-14

Summer Arts Festival,
Brookings, SD, 605-692-2787,
www.bsaf.com

June 21-23: Scavenger’s Journey, A treasure trove event with
antiques, rummages and more stretching from Mt. Vernon to Kadoka,
SD, Contact Elaine Titze at 605-999-7287, www.scavengersjourney.com

July 18-21

Corn Palace Stampede Rodeo,
Mitchell, SD, 605-770-4919

July 19-20

Storybook Land Festival,
Aberdeen, SD, 605-626-7015

July 19-20

Bronc Ride and Ranch Rodeo,
Murdo, SD, 605-669-3031

July 19-21

Annual Festival in the Park,
Spearfish, SD, 605-642-7973

July 27

Sioux Falls Family Fest,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., W.H. Lyon
Fairgrounds, 3 and under
Free, 4-12 $4, 13 and up $7, $1
of every paid admission goes
to Children’s Miracle Network,
Sioux Falls, SD, Steffanie
Holtrop at 605-336-1479 or
Bonnie Gunnink at
605-929-8362,
www.familyfestsf.com,
info@familyfestsf.com

July 28

Days of ‘76 Rodeo and
Parades, Deadwood, SD,
605-578-1876

10th Annual Tractor Pull
Sponsored by Hurley
Volunteer, Fire Department,
Registration at Noon, Start
time 1 p.m., South side of The
Hurley Elevator, Hurley, SD,
Contact Brad at 605-661-1779
or Linda at 605-661-6357

July 24-27

August 3-4

Senior Games, Rapid City,
SD, Contact Kristi Lintz at
605-394-4268

Senior Games, Yankton,
SD, Contact Brittany Orr at
605-668-5234

July 26-27

August 10

July 20-21

JazzFest, Sioux Falls, SD,
605-335-6101

July 23-27

Senior Games, Brookings,
SD, Contact Traci Saugstad at
605-692-4492

Davis Flea Market & Artisan
Fair, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free
admittance and parking,
Davis, SD

August 24

McCrossan Boys Ranch
Xtreme Event Rodeo, Leo
P. Flynn Memorial Arena,
McCrossan Boys Ranch
Campus, Sioux Falls, SD,
605-339-1203

September 14

Davis Flea Market & Artisan
Fair, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free
admittance and parking,
Davis, SD

October 12

Davis Flea Market & Artisan
Fair, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free
admittance and parking,
Davis, SD
To have your event
listed on this page, send
complete information,
including date, event,
place and contact to your
local electric cooperative.
Include your name, address
and daytime telephone
number. Information must
be submitted at least
eight weeks prior to your
event. Please call ahead
to confirm date, time and
location of event.

