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Manager’s

Report

Rates and Regulation
electrical use in our region. New rules and regulations impleThere is no doubt that one
mented over the last several years have driven an additional
of my least favorite items
investment of over $1.5 billion on our power suppliers that we
to deal with as the manager
all pay in our monthly electric bills. I am proud of the excellent
of your electric cooperative
job our power suppliers have done meeting the host of clean
is reviewing, analyzing and
air regulations and having some of the cleanest power plants in
recommending rate changes
the nation, if not world.
to your board of directors.
If you question that statement, I encourage you to take time
We have worked extremely
to participate in our Couples Tour this year to see firsthand
hard over the past 20 years to
Brad Schardin
your power plants in action. There is no doubt that some of
minimize the cost of operatGeneral Manager
those costs could have been avoided with a more reasonable
ing your electric cooperative
approach to the variety of needs, goals or strategies that have
and have done an excellent job controlling those costs.
With our consolidation in 2000 and our merger in 2006 we been implemented by the Environmental Protection Agency,
but none-the-less, we have met those requirements and have
have driven those costs down to one of the lowest in the state
moved forward to meet our growing electrical needs. In a
and nation compared to all other electric cooperatives. Your
recent news release, it sounds like some of those proposed rules
board of directors, management and staff look over every opand regulations might be put on hold or overturned with the
tion to keep our costs down and avoid rate changes, but when
new administration. Our state and national organizations will
items like extensive regulations and growing costs for new
work hard to be at the table reflecting the need for reliable and
generation and transmission lines push our cost of power up
affordable electricity for all our members and emphasizing the
over 8 percent effective with the first of this year, that means
need to be reasonable in our regulations moving forward.
we need to look at some changes again and find some reasonThose are two very heavy topics (rates and regulations) that
able options for moving forward. Power costs represent 72
everyone has an opinion on as I have found out over the years.
cents out of every dollar we collect from you each month and
As a member of your electric cooperative, I want you to know
over the last 10 years, we have seen those costs nearly double,
that your board of directors, management, staff and employees
impacting what we have to charge to keep your electric coopwork very hard to minimize the impacts of power cost and
erative operating on a strong financial and operational basis.
operational cost increases on you and your monthly electric
We will continue to invest in repairing, replacing and
bill. We have been able to minimize the impact on your rates
upgrading your electric system to meet your everyday needs
again this year and we will continue to work hard to provide
at the flip of a switch and we will continue to look for ways to
you with the power you need at the flip of a switch maximizing
work with our power suppliers to control the costs they have
the most value for your electrical dollar that we can. Thanks
for generating/transmitting the power we use every day. We
for your support and understanding and as always, please feel
have worked hard to minimize the power cost impact on your
free to give us a call with any questions you may have.
electric rates again this year and ask that you please refer to the
Have a Happy and Blessed Easter and enjoy some of this
chart shown at right for the changes effective with your May
springtime weather if you can!
1, 2017, electrical use that will show up on your June 2017
billing.
Comparison of Rate Components Rural Residential Rate Urban Residential Rate
Over the past several years, our
state and national associations have
Old Rate
New Rate
Old Rate
New Rate
been very vocal in the need to take
Monthly Rate
an “all of the above strategy” in
Facility Charge
$28
$33
$20
$20
relation to the options for generatFirst 600 kWh
$0.1300
$0.1300
$0.1100
$0.1175
ing electric power from coal, wind,
solar, natural gas and nuclear power
Excess kWh
$0.0810
$0.0860
$0.0810
$0.0860
to meet the needs of our members.
That strategy sought fairness and
Dual Fuel/Electric Heat Rate
$0.0560
$0.0590
$0.0560
$0.0590
flexibility while working to meet
Controlled Water Heater Credit*
$4
$4
$4
$4
the needs of clean air and growing
* - water heater credit is applied to kWh use from 300 to 700 kWh.
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Safety

Tips

Keep Your Family
Safe During a Flood
Heavy rains often cause flooding in lowland areas, homes and basements. Safe Electricity reminds
everyone to be alert to electrical equipment that
could be energized and in contact with water, along
with other potential hazards that create a serious
danger of electrocution. Cleaning up and using
water-damaged appliances also carry safety risks.
As part of the
“Teach Learn
Care” TLC
Campaign, Safe
Electricity urges
parents and
other caregivers
to make sure
children are aware of these hazards as well.
“The prospect of an electrical accident is probably not top of mind when you’re dealing with a
flooded basement, room or even outdoors,” said
Molly Hall, executive director of Safe Electricity.
“But it’s the first thing you should think of before
you step foot in the water.”

Safety measures to keep in mind include:
• Never drive into flooded waters.
• Never step into a flooded basement or other
room if water may be in contact with electrical
outlets, appliances or cords.
• Never attempt to turn off power at the breaker
box if you must stand in water to do so. If you can’t
reach your breaker box safely, call your electric utility to shut off power at the meter.
• Never use electric appliances or touch electric
wires, switches or fuses when you’re wet or when
you’re standing in water.
• Keep electric tools and equipment at least 10
feet away from wet surfaces. Do not use electric
yard tools if it’s raining or the ground is wet.
• If an electrical appliance has been in contact
with water, have a professional check it out before it
is used. It may need to be repaired or replaced.
“A good safety measure is to have ground fault
circuit interrupters (GFCIs) professionally installed
on outlets,” Hall said. “These safety devices can cut
off power instantly if there’s a problem.”
GFCIs are recommended for outdoor outlets
and outlets near wet areas of the home such as
kitchen, bath and laundry room.
Source: www.safeelectricity.org
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Never use electrical equipment near water
and other liquids.
Never use electrical cords that are frayed or damaged.
Do not overload electrical outlets.
Never use light bulbs that exceed the recommended
wattage for any lighting unit or fixture.

Kids’ Corner Safety Poster
“Don’t put electronics near water.”

Ryder Vrchota, 9 years old
Ryder is the son of Stacy and Judy Vrchota, Aberdeen, S.D. He attended
Ipswich, S.D., based-FEM Electric Association’s annual meeting last June.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric cooperative (address
found on Page 3). If your poster is published, you’ll receive a prize. All entries must include your
name, age, mailing address and the names of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

Reader

Recipes

Comforting
Casseroles
Cheesy Mexican Cornbread Casserole

Ham and Pasta
1 (16 oz.) pkg. elbow macaroni
4 cups fresh broccoli florets
1/2 cup finely chopped onions
1/2 cup butter, cubed
1/2 cup flour
1 tsp. ground mustard
1 tsp. salt

1/4 tsp. pepper
6 cups milk
1 (15 oz.) jar processed cheese
sauce
2 cups (8 oz.) shredded Cheddar
cheese, divided
4 cups cubed, fully cooked ham

Cook macaroni according to directions, adding broccoli
during the last 3 to 4 minutes; drain. In a large Dutch
oven, sauté onion in butter 2 minutes. Stir in flour,
mustard, salt and pepper until blended. Gradually stir in
milk. Bring to a boil; cook and stir for 2 minutes or until
thickened. Stir in cheese sauce and 1 cup Cheddar cheese
until blended; remove from heat. Stir in ham, macaroni
and broccoli. Divide between a greased 9x13-inch pan
and 8-inch square baking dish. Sprinkle with remaining
cheese. Bake one and freeze the other. Cover and bake at
350°F. for 50 to 60 minutes or until bubbly. To use frozen
casserole: Thaw in refrigerator overnight. Remove from
refrigerator 30 minutes before baking.

Green Bean Casserole
1/4 tsp. pepper
1 cup sour cream or light cream
3 cans cut green beans, drained
8 oz. grated Cheddar cheese
1/2 cup crushed corn flakes

Combine 2 T. butter with flour; mix over low heat until
smooth. Remove from heat; add seasonings and cream.
Fold in beans. Place in greased 8x10-inch baking pan. Top
with grated cheese. Mix remaining butter with corn flakes;
sprinkle on top. Bake at 350°F. for 30 to 45 minutes.
Belle Kvale, Lemmon

Quick Casserole
1 lb. ground beef
Onion

1/2 tsp. McCormick® Chipotle Chili Pepper
1/2 tsp. salt
2 cups (8 oz.) shredded Mexican blend
cheese, divided
1 can (14-1/2oz) petite diced tomatoes,
drained
1 can (8-2/4 oz.) whole kernel corn, drained
1 can (4 oz.) chopped green chiles

Place cornbread in 9x13-inch baking dish sprayed with no stick cooking spray.
Set aside. Beat eggs in large bowl with wire whisk. Add milk, sour cream and
seasonings; mix well. Stir in 1-1/2 cups cheese, tomatoes, corn and chiles.
Gently pour over cornbread. Sprinkle with remaining 1/2 cup cheese. Bake at
350°F. for 45 to 55 minutes or until center is set and edges are golden browned.
Let stand 5 minutes before serving. Serve with additional sour cream, if desired.
Makes 12 servings.
Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 275, Total Fat 15g, Sodium
653mg, Cholesterol 141mg, Carbohydrates 23g, Dietary Fiber 2g, Protein 12g
Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Jalapeno Popper Casserole

Joane Beringer, Gettysburg

3 T. melted butter
2 T. flour
1 tsp. sugar
1/2 tsp. grated onion or
1/3 tsp. onion powder
1 tsp. salt

1 lb. prepared cornbread, cut into 1/2-inch
cubes
6 eggs
1-1/2 cups milk
1 cup sour cream
1 T. McCormick® Chili Powder
2 tsp. McCormick® Oregano Leaves
1/2 tsp. McCormick® Garlic Powder

1 can vegetable soup
1 can SpaghettiOs

2 lbs. tater tots
2 (8 oz.) pkgs. cream cheese
1 cup sour cream
2 cups Mexican shredded cheese

1 lb. bacon, cooked and crumbled
6 green onions, thinly sliced
6 jalapeno peppers, deseeded
and diced

Place tater tots in a 9x13-inch pan. Bake at 425°F. for 15
minutes. Combine cream cheese, sour cream, 1-1/2 cups
cheese, bacon, onions and jalapenos; spread over tater tots.
Top with the remaining cheese. Sprinkle bacon and onions
over top, if desired. Bake for 20 minutes. Note: Prepackaged
bacon pieces may also be used.
Kim Jost, Agar

Chicken Spaghetti Casserole
4 oz. spaghetti, broken into pieces
1 chicken, cooked and cut up
1 can cream of chicken soup
1/2 cup milk

1/4 cup pimento
1/4 cup minced green pepper
1 T. minced green onion
1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese

Brown ground beef with onion; drain. Combine all
ingredients. Bake at 350°F. for 45 to 60 minutes. Sprinkle
with Parmesan cheese, if desired.

Cook spaghetti as directed on package. Combine with
remaining ingredients. Place in greased casserole dish.
Sprinkle with cheese, if desired. Bake at 350°F. for 35
minutes.

Shirley Dreher, Clark

Mary Truman, Kimball

Please send
your favorite
dairy, dessert or salad
recipes to your
local electric
cooperative
(address found
on Page 3).
Each recipe
printed will be
entered into
a drawing
for a prize in
June 2017. All
entries must
include your
name, mailing
address, telephone number
and cooperative name.
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Frequently Asked Questions
on SEC Rate Change
Q. Where does our power come from?
A. Our power supply cooperative is East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) headquartered in Madison, S.D.
East River obtains our power from the Western Area Power
Administration (WAPA) and Basin Electric Power Cooperative
(Basin Electric) headquartered in Bismarck, N.D. While an
increasingly smaller portion of our power comes from WAPA
(the dams on the Missouri River), more than 80 percent of
our power needs are generated by Basin Electric. Basin Electric
owns and operates a variety of generation resources throughout
the region.
Q. Retail electric rates have been increasing recently.
What is driving these rate increases?
A. The cost of
2016 REVENUE DOLLAR
wholesale power
Cost
of
Power
72%
has increased
significantly in
recent years and
is our largest cost
component of
providing service.
O&M
12%
As shown on
Depreciation, Taxes
this pie chart, 72
Margins 1%
and Interst 14%
percent of Southeastern’s revenue from you goes to pay for purchased power
cost for the needs of our member-consumers. When the cost
of wholesale power goes up, we need to increase retail rates to
recover those costs.
Q. What is driving the increasing cost of wholesale
power?
A. Many factors come into play for Basin Electric to meet
the growing energy needs in their nine-state service area but
here are some key points to be aware of:
1. Basin Electric has been building new generation
resources to meet the growing demand for electricity and has invested billions of dollars to increase and
diversify its generation portfolio.
2. Compliance with increasingly burdensome
government rules and regulations, Basin Electric has
invested $1.6 billion into its emission-control facilities
through 2015. This alone has added $181 million per
year to their operating costs. Basin Electric has some of
the cleanest power plants in the country.
3. Implementing renewable resources (such as wind)
into Basin Electric’s generation portfolio requires an investment in addition resources (such as gas-fired turbines)
that can quickly ramp up when the wind is insufficient to
meet the demand for electric power. This duplication of
resources adds to the cost of wholesale power.
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This chart illustrates the increasing cost of wholesale power
for Southeastern in recent years. In comparison, the national
median value for wholesale power costs in 2015 was 71.5
mills per kWh sold (7.15¢ per kWh).

WHOLESALE POWER COSTS
(MILLS PER KWH SOLD)
2008-2015
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Q. What portion of our power comes from renewable
resources?
A. Today, over
2016 East River Sales by Fuel Type
35 percent of your
Coal 50%
Hydro 20%
power comes from
renewable resources.
That percentage is
unmatched in the
Wind
13.9%
country at the cost
we are providing
Natural
today. Here is a pie
Gas 5.0%
chart of East River’s
Open Market 8.2%
Other 2.9%
current resource
portfolio.
Q. What about the EPA’s Clean Power Plan? What impact could that have on the cost of wholesale power?
A. If implemented as written, the Clean Power Plan presents significant challenges to Basin Electric. They estimated an
additional investment of more than $5 billion to comply
with this rule. These billions of dollars would simply cover
adding new generation and potentially impact the operations
of their existing facilities.
Q. What is being done to control the rising cost of
electricity?
A. Basin Electric has implemented numerous cost-saving
programs internally through a hiring freeze, budget cuts and
project delays. Over the years, Basin Electric has diversified

its generation resource portfolio to include more renewables
that will provide reliable and cost effective power supply. Basin
Electric recently joined the Southwest Power Pool (SPP),
a regional transmission organization, to create additional efficiencies and cost savings for years to come. In addition, they
are part of a group of utilities from across the country litigating the Clean Power Plan to mitigate the potential impact
of that plan on the future cost of power.
East River invested in a load management program over
20 years ago that has been repaid many times over and still
provides significant cost savings on a monthly basis. The load
management system is used to reshape the load curve and help
reduce the cost of power purchased from Basin Electric. East
River has also recently joined SPP to create additional efficiencies and cost savings that will be in place for years to come.
Southeastern has utilized East River’s load management system over the years to control our cost of power. The savings are
then passed on to the member-consumers participating in the
load management program through reduced retail rates. Our
organization is also the result of a combination of three separate electric cooperatives through a consolidation in 2000
and a merger in 2006 which created numerous cost savings
through operating efficiencies and conservative spending
over the years.
Q. How do Southeastern’s retail rates compare to other
electric cooperatives?
A. The chart at right compares the average residential
revenue from Southeastern member-consumers in 2015 with

2015 RESIDENTIAL REVENUE
(MILLS PER KWH SOLD)
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the median value for electric cooperatives in South Dakota, the
East River system and the U.S.(122 mills = 12.2¢/kwh).
Please be assured that Southeastern is working hard to
provide you with the best value for your energy dollar. We have
an excellent board of directors and management staff working for you making hard decisions to keep your costs low. Our
dedicated employee group is committed to meeting your energy
needs. As a member-consumer of Southeastern, you have a
world-class power generation, transmission and distribution
system in place to provide you reliable and affordable power at
the flip of a switch.

Your Cooperative Power Supply Network
Western Area Power
Administration (WAPA)
Provides hydro-power from
Missouri River dams to East River
Electric Power Co-op

Basin Electric Power Co-op,
Bismarck, N.D.
• generates and transmits power to
Class A members (East River)
• generation resources
• transmission system
• high-voltage substations
Generation portfolio:
62% coal-fired 15% wind (renewable)
8% natural gas 12% purchases
3% nuclear
Subsidiaries
Dakota Coal Dakota Gasification
$7.1 billion in total assets

East River Electric Power
Cooperative, Madison, S.D.
• transmit power from Basin
Electric and WAPA to member
systems
• transmission system
• low-voltage substatioms
• load management system
• member of Basin Electric
• East River provides energy to
Southeastern
$409 million in total assets

Southeastern Electric
Cooperative, Marion, S.D.
• distributes power to member-consumers
• distribution system
• member of Basin Electric and East River
72.3% power cost
13.0% day-to-day operation
14.1% depreciation, interest and taxes
0.6% margin
100% total revenue
56 full-time employees
4,272 miles of distribution line
$137 million in total assets

YOU (Member-Consumers of Southeastern)
Southeastern average residential revenue

10.1¢/kWh sold

U.S. median co-op average residential revenue

12.2¢/kWh sold

COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS • May 2017 7

Planning, Communication Help to Avoid a

Moving Violation
E
Brenda Kleinjan

ncountering a large, oversized load on the
highway can make one wonder what the load is and
where it is going – and how long you may be following it as it winds its way to its destination.
But for your local electric cooperative, these
loads can create some challenges, especially really
tall loads.
“We see a lot of oversized loads any more,” said
Brett Fosheim, operations manager at Butte Electric
Cooperative in Newell, S.D., which lies on the
northern edge of the Black Hills. U.S. Highway 85
runs north to south through the co-op, connecting Interstate 90 to the oil patch in western North
Dakota. Additionally, U.S. Highway 212 cuts an
east-west path through the cooperative.
“We didn’t really see a decrease in those moves
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when things slowed down up north,” Fosheim said.
Fosheim noted that most of the oversized loads
were large industrial equipment.
“Almost all of it is tanks moving up 85 from
212,” he said.
“Most of them we’ve been working with are
doing a really good job of contacting us about their
routes,” said Fosheim of the companies entrusted
with transporting the large cargo.
That can be crucial as the often power lines need
to be moved by utility crews as the load moves
toward its destination.
“We probably have a better group of movers
than we ever had in the past,” Fosheim said.
Before the larger industrial loads became more
commonplace for Fosheim and his crews, the co-op

The types of large,
oversized loads
moving down the
region’s highways can
be quite varied. Here,
Murdo, S.D.-based
West Central Electric
crews lift a line for
a historic train depot
that returned to Fort
Pierre after spending
several decades ason a
ranch in western South
Dakota. Opposite
page: Large structure
and equipment moves
can often take multiple
utility crews to safely
lift lines.

would see “a fair amount” of house moves annually,
“but those have really slowed down for us. Now it’s
just equipment moving up to the oil patch.”
And with the change in type of oversized load
comes increased frequency.
“Now, we’re averaging two or three large loads
amonth. I can’t remember the last time we had a
house move,” Fosheim said.
Coordinating the moves can create challenges.
“Our territories are intermingled out here, especially in the Northern Hills,” Fosheim said, referring to how electric cooperative areas and investorowned utilities areas can intertwine. Adding to the
complexity is that multiple types of utilities may
also have infrastructure affected by the moves.
“We have communications carriers attached to
our facilities,” Fosheim said. “We advise the movers
of all the carriers we know that are in the area.
Moving lines for the large loads can be very
time-consuming, Fosheim said, especially with really, really large loads.
“Some of these tanks are really big with a lot of
axles underneath them. We’ve seen them with two
pusher trucks in addition to the pull trucker. There
have been some big monstrosities coming through,”
Fosheim said.
While the sheer size of the load makes for
interesting conversation, it also creates logisitical
challenges.
“We run out of right-of-way to lift the line, so
our crews may wind up to bottom of the ditch,
another 10 feet lower than the roadway,” Fosheim
said. And, once they lift the line, the size of the load
may make it impossible for the crew to get around
the load to the next crossing. This means that the
co-op must plan for a multiple crews to assist with
the move.
“It can be quite time-consuming and very hard
to plan around,” Fosheim said, pointing that often
the load can encounter delays before it gets to the

co-op’s area, pushing project from a morning timeline to afternoon.
“It just takes more personnel to move these bigger loads,” he said.
“We get just as many moves in winter as we do
in spring or summer,” Fosheim said.
Problems can arise, however, when those moving
large loads fail to contact the utilities about lines.
In the past, co-ops have found evidence of damage – sometimes downed lines – from someone
simply ignoring basic safeyy.
“The ones that are contacting us are quite good,”
said Fosheim, noting that state efforts in monitoring big moves and making sure utilities are notified
has helped. “There are some that get by that we
don’t see.”

Hire a professional for the moving
and contact your electric cooperative.
“We haven’t had any mover damage for several
years,” Fosheim said.
In northeast South Dakota, Webster-based Lake
Region Electric Association has also seen a decrease
in damage caused by large loads.
Operations Manager Jim Grimes notes that the
large industrial loads have decreased in recent years
and they see an occasional house move coming into
the area.
At Lake Region Electric, they took steps to adjust their major highway crossings to accommodate
most higher loads.
Grimes’ advice?
“Hire a professional for the moving and contact your electric cooperative. That’s what they are
geared up for and set up for,” Grimes said. “The
guys doing it on their own are the ones that tend to
get into trouble.”
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Board

News

Board Summary Report
The board of directors of
Southeastern Electric Cooperative met on Thursday, March 23,
2017, with all directors present.
Also present were Manager Brad
Schardin, Attorney Alan Peterson and staff members John McDonald, John Euchner, Todd Nelson and Mark Neu.
Manager Schardin in his report reviewed with the board the following items:
1. Commented on the electrical contact statistics reported by Federated for cooperative employees that failed to use PPE or follow safety rules.
2. Reviewed topics from the recent southeast South Dakota manager’s meeting.
3. Updated the board on a draft amendment to the POET electric service agreement and the housecleaning being conducted in preparation for the RESAP inspections.
4. Reviewed plans for the annual joint employee training coordinated through the
southeast South Dakota cooperatives and a staff level resignation at Basin Electric.
5. Updated the board on the recent special irrigators meeting in Viborg and several
strategic goals and objectives.
6. Reviewed the circulation folder and various member-related issues.
CFO John McDonald reviewed his written report and the preliminary financial
report for February 2017.
Operations Manager John Euchner reviewed his written report along with the outage and safety reports. He also discussed the challenges associated with the proposed
expansion of a grain handling facility east of Worthing, a planned expansion of an
ethanol plant and other specific load growth in the near future.
Marketing and Member Services Manager Mark Neu reviewed his written report
and commented on the implementation of an East River rebate program for third
party remote wireless irrigation controls.
Consumer Relations and IT Manager Todd Nelson reviewed his written report.
In his legal report, Attorney Peterson reviewed the draft version of the amendment
to the electric service agreement with POET and commented on a lawsuit associated
with the utilization of consumer credit reports.
The board acted on the following motions:
• A motion was made and seconded to approve the consent agenda. Motion carried.
• A motion was made and seconded to accept and approve the proposed retail rate
schedules to become effective with the May 2017 billing period. Motion carried.
• A motion was made and seconded to approve work order inventories #140
through 145 available for loan fund advance. Motion carried.
• A motion was made and seconded to approve Policy 708 and 711 as presented.
Motion carried.
• A motion was made and seconded to approve Policies 613 as presented and rescind Policy 709. Motion carried.
• A motion was made and seconded to approve resolutions #2017-03 and #201704 to open new bank accounts. Motion carried.
• A motion was made and seconded to approve resolution #2017-05 to amend the
pension plan adoption agreements.. Motion carried.
• A motion was made and seconded to authorize Scheier and Mehlhaff to attend the
CFC Forum on behalf of the cooperative. Motion carried.
The next regular monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, April 20, 2017, at the
Marion office.
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Like to
Cook?

Send Us
Your Recipes
We are looking for original or your
favorite recipes that are a hit at your
house. Each month we will hold a drawing
from the recipes that are submitted for a
$10 credit on the winner’s electric account.
Please note that each month’s winner will
then be entered in a yearly drawing for a
grand prize at the end of the year, not at
the annual meeting.
All recipes that we receive will be forwarded to SDREA for possible publication
in Southeastern Electric Cooperative Connections. Recipes for the June magazine
should be submitted by May 5. You can
E-mail your recipes to brett@southeastern.
coop or mail them to Southeastern Electric,
PO Box 250, Salem, SD 57058-0250. The
last winner of the $10 credit was Angie
Pendergast, Sioux Falls, S.D. Upcoming
recipe topics are Dairy in June, Desserts
in July, Salads in August, Garden Produce
in September, Pasta in October, Crock Pot
in November, Holiday Treats in December,
Soups in January, Brunch in February,
Seafood in March, Appetizers/Beverages in
April and Casseroles in May.

Co-op

News

OPEN POSITION:
CUSTOMER
SERVICE
REPRESENTATIVE
Southeastern Electric Cooperative, Inc. is accepting applications
for a Customer Service Representative (CSR) in our rural Sioux
Falls office located at exit 68 on
I-29. This position requires a
self-motivated individual to provide cashier-receptionist duties,
answer consumer inquiries and
render data processing services
in billing electric accounts and
maintaining data base information that produces accurate,
timely and efficient accounting
and collection records. A strong
background in software applications and related technology
preferred.
Full-time regular position with
excellent benefit plan and salary
commensurate with experience
and qualifications. Associate’s
degree (A. A.) or equivalent from
two-year college or technical
school; or six months to one year
related experience and/or training; or equivalent combination of
education and experience.
For an application and job
description, visit www.southeasternelectric.com or contact John
McDonald at 800-333-2859
or john@southeastern.coop.
Application deadline is April 21,
2017. All qualified applicants
will receive consideration for
employment without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity,
age, national origin, disability or
veteran status.

• FACTS AND FIGURES •
The average home
in the US was built in

The National Electrical
Code (NEC) is in effect only

®

AFTER

1974

it is adopted by the state
or local jurisdiction.

At that time only
one in six homes had
central air conditioning.

3,810

Each day, nearly

7 children

in
dorms and barracks. The
2014 NEC will now require
AFCI protection in living
areas of these residences.

1/3

of Americans have four
or more TVs and the
average home now has
more TVs than people.

Electrical Safety
Foundation International

Visit
for free resources and
more information about electrical safety.

3 vs. 6

As of March 2014, 10
states are using the 2008 NEC,
35 states are using the 2011 NEC,
1 state using the 2014 NEC, and
four states without a statewide
adoption.

Some
jurisdictions
are
considering extending the
revision cycle of the NEC from
three to six years. This proposed
extension
would
prevent
the code from incorporating
new technology that was not
previously available and leave
some residents over 15 years
behind in terms of safety.

are
treated
in
hospital
emergency rooms for electrical
shock
or
burn
injuries
caused by tampering with
a wall outlet. The 2008 NEC
mandated the installation of
tamper-resistant receptacles
(TRRs) in all new residential
construction to reduce this risk.

Did you know?

Adoption of the current NEC
provides the necessary level of
safety to protect you from
electrical fire and shock hazards.
Upgrades exceeding the
minimum requirements
increase the safety and
convenience of your home’s
electrical system.

3,745

proposals were submitted
to NFPA to be considered
for incorporation into the
2014 NEC.

True or False?
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
revises and disseminates the Code.
TRUE.
National Conference on Standard
Electrical Rules disbanded and
transferred responsibility to NFPA in
1911. Eight editions preceded before
NFPA gained ownership.

The cost of the NEC supports code development
TRUE.
devoted to fire, life, and electrical safety.
Funds from the sale of codes and standards
support updating the codes as well as other
safety-related activities.

Electrical Code making process.
FALSE. Participation in NFPA’s codes and
standards revision is open to input
and comment from anyone and can
be accessed at www.nfpa.org.

NATIONAL ELECTRICAL SAFETY MONTH 2014 ・ ESFI.ORG
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Southeastern Electric will be closed
May 29 in Observance of Memorial Day.
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Update on the CPP
B

asin

electric ceo and general Manager

Paul Sukut issued the following statement on President Trump’s executive order on the Clean Power Plan
(CPP):
“President Trump’s announcement is a positive step
forward in our efforts to seek time and flexibility when
it comes to developing a carbon management plan,
hopefully, in the context of a national energy policy.
“EPA’s Clean Power Plan would have significant
impacts on Basin Electric and our membership. Of the
13 states hit the hardest by this rule, eight are in Basin
Electric’s service territory. Financially, Basin Electric
would have to spend billions of dollars to comply.
These dollars would simply cover adding new generation and potentially impact the operations of our existing facilities. This does not even include the expense of
additional electric, gas or transmission infrastructure
to support the new generation required to meet the
proposed mandates of the CPP. These costs would be

unfairly borne by our membership.
“Over the last decade, Basin Electric and our membership have taken a leadership role in the development of renewable generation. We’ve added more than
1,500 megawatts of wind generation to our system
(which represents approximately 23 percent of our
generation capacity), invested more than $1 billion
in natural gas generation resources and have invested
more than $1.6 billion in emissions control technology
to make our already clean generation fleet even cleaner.
Even more, our Dakota Gasification Company’s Great
Plains Synfuels Plant is home to North America’s
largest carbon capture and sequestration project –
capturing more than 30 million tons of carbon dioxide
(CO2). Our most recent project to add urea production to the Synfuels Plant continues that tradition by
capturing CO2 to make urea and for sale as a food
grade product.
It’s important to note that the CPP, as proposed,

FAQ REGARDING THE CLEAN POWER PLAN (CPP)
What is the current status of the Clean Power Plan?
The rule hasn’t been implemented and is still in legal limbo. The Clean Power Plan
(CPP) rule didn’t go into effect because the Supreme Court issued a “stay” of the rule in
February 2016.
The full D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals heard oral arguments on the merits of the case
against CPP. That was an unusual circumstance. Typically only a three-judge panel of the
Circuit Court would hear a case, but because of the gravity of the CPP, the court decided
to hear the case “en banc” which means all of the available judges heard the case. The
D.C. Circuit Court ruling could come sometime this spring.
President Donald Trump signed an executive order that would start the process of
rolling back the Clean Power Plan. The Department of Justice will ask the D.C. Circuit
to hold the case until the EPA can analyze the Clean Power Plan. They will have to go
through a full rulemaking process to undo the rule or propose a new, more friendly rule.

through a full rulemaking process which includes notice in the Federal Register, time for
public comment, a response to public comment, etc.
The EPA could propose a “no action” rule or propose a scaled back version of
111(d) that is much more favorable to power plants and utilities. But they would still
have to go through the rulemaking process.

What can the administration do?
The Trump administration has some alternatives to consider, but it isn’t as easy as just
saying they don’t want to implement the rule. Here are some of their options:
They could wait for the D.C. Circuit’s decision, and if the CPP is upheld, they could
choose not to defend the CPP in front of the Supreme Court.
Before the D.C. Circuit’s decision, the Trump administration could request the
D.C. Circuit Court to hold the case in “abeyance” and remand CPP back to the EPA for
reconsideration. They could ask for the court to still have jurisdiction so that the CPP
remains under the Supreme Court stay.

What else might impact the outcome?
• Neil Gorsuch’s nomination to the Supreme Court vacancy.
• EPA budget cuts.
• Legal action against President Trump’s Executive Order concerning the CPP.
• Other unknowns.

Can the administration get rid of the Clean Power Plan?
Before the Clean Power Plan can be changed or undone, the EPA will have to go
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What are the next steps?
In late 2017 or early 2018, the EPA will likely begin a new rulemaking process to
replace the Clean Power Plan
In late 2018, EPA will likely respond to public comments on the new rule.
Depending on what the new rule may look like, there will likely be a legal challenge
from those who wanted the Clean Power Plan. That will lead to another long legal fight
that could bring us into 2020 before the old rule is gone and a new rule is finalized.

Where can I get more information about the Executive Order?
There will be many articles coming out on the executive order but this link from
vox.com provides the quickest cleanest look at it so far.
http://www.vox.com/energy-and-environmenT/2017/3/27/14922516/trumpexecutive-order-climate

EPA CLEAN POWER PLAN TIMELINE
On Aug. 3, 2015, then President Obama announced the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Clean Power Plan to slow climate change by reducing
carbon dioxide emissions 32 percent by 2030. Below are the key dates
leading to the implementation of the plan (unless they are changed by
lawsuits or congressional action.) Recent actions are included in red.

did not allow Basin Electric
credit for our current investments in natural gas generation
or renewables, nor our carbon
sequestration efforts through
Dakota Gas.
“President Trump’s action
does not, however, impact
Basin Electric’s efforts to seek a
viable path forward in a carbon
constrained future. We are
actively seeking solutions that
reduce our carbon footprint
while keeping coal as part of
our energy portfolio, preserving both the reliability and
cost competitiveness of our
members’ energy supply.
In addition to our wind
and natural gas investments,
we are actively working to
advance clean coal technology.
Examples include hosting the
Integrated Test Center at our
Dry Fork Station in Gillette,
Wyo., and our investments
in research, most recently in
the development of a high
efficiency power generation
technology that generates
high quality CO2 as a product
stream, along with participation in DOE’s CarbonSAFE
program to further the science
of CO2 sequestration in saline
aquifers.”
In November 2015, utilities
across the country, including
Basin Electric, filed a Motion
to Stay with the D.C. Circuit
Court of Appeals, which was
denied. On Feb. 9, 2016, the
U.S. Supreme Court granted
Basin Electric and several other
petitioners’ Motion to Stay
the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Clean Power Plan,
giving the current administration time to review the rule and
issue today’s executive order.

FEBRUARY 2016

U.S. SUPREME
COURT ISSUES
A STAY ON THE
RULE

}

MARCH 2017

PRESIDENT TRUMP
ISSUES EXECUTIVE
ORDER FOR REVIEW
OF EPA CLEAN
POWER PLAN; REVIEW
WILL LIKELY AFFECT
FUTURE KEY DATES.

COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS • May 2017 13

Easy Payment Options
Southeastern accepts cash, checks, credit cards and money orders as
a method of payment. Your payment must reach one of our offices
by the 17th of each month to avoid a minimum $5 penalty. For your
security, we DO NOT accept credit card payments at any of our offices. You must
call the automated payment line at 855-730-8708 and have your account number
ready and follow the instructions.

Online Billing via SmartHub
You can choose our online method if you would like to pay your electric bill at any
time of day, night or weekend. Sign up for SmartHub using your email address
and electric account number. You can then view and pay your bill using SmartHub.
Manage Your Account Online
If you would like to pay your electric bill online or if you would like to
see previous month usages, charges and daily usage, you can see
all of this by signing up for Smart Hub.
With Smart Hub you can utilize all the following:
• Update and view account
information
• Make a payment or enroll in
recurring payments
• View current and previous
energy usage and charges
• View or print electric bills
• Receive a monthly email when
your bill is ready
Sign up for Smart Hub today!

Auto Payment
For an easy way to pay your bill each month, sign up
to have your payment automatically deducted
from your bank account or credit card. To sign
up, sign into Smart Hub. Under the Billing & Payments
tab you will find the link to the Auto Pay Program. If
you do not already have a SmartHub account, simply
sign up as a new user with your account number and
a valid email address. (Southeastern requires 48 hour
notice to stop payment from an auto pay account.)
Pay by Phone
If you like to pay by phone, you can call our secure
automated payment line at 855-730-8708 and have
your account number ready and follow the instructions.
This automated payment option is a secure phone line
to ensure our members the highest level of security
when paying their bills and is in compliance with the
credit card use standards.
Mailing Payments
Please mail your payment to Southeastern Electric
Cooperative, Inc., 47077 276th St., Lennox SD 57039
in the envelope provided with your bill. Please allow
enough time to ensure your payment reaches
our office by the 17th to avoid a late fee. We
do not use post mark dates.

CALL 1-800-333-2859 ANY TIME FOR MORE INFORMATION!
Nondiscrimination Statement
Southeastern Electric Cooperative, Inc. is the recipient of Federal financial assistance from the Rural Utilities Service, an agency of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, and is subject to the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended,
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, and the rules and regulations of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In accordance with Federal law and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all
of the information requested on the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us my mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.
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Couples Tour Dates Set
Deadline for applications July 3

Another year has gone by and plans for the 2017 Couples Tour are being made. Do you
need a short break this summer from your daily routine? Why not join 26 other couples on
your cooperative’s Couples Tour. Send in your application today.
What is the Couples Tour? The tour gives member-consumers of the cooperative
the opportunity to learn how electricity is generated and transmitted to them for
their use. It includes tours of hydro and coal-generating plants, a coal mine
(weather permitting) and operation centers of your power suppliers.
When is the tour? The dates for the tour are Aug. 2-4.
A complete itinerary of the tour will be furnished on
request and to the trip participants.
How much does the tour cost? There is a
minimum financial commitment on the part of
the members taking the trip of $30 per
person or $60 per couple. This fee is the
only expenditure the member will
make except for personal expenses.
Lodging, meals and transportation
will be provided.
How do I apply? Just fill
out the application blank
below and return it to
Southeastern Electric
at either PO Box
388, Marion, SD
57043-0388 or
PO Box 105,
Alcester, SD 57001.
If we receive more applications than a bus load, the selection of participants will be done
by a drawing with representation from all geographical areas of the cooperative.

What is the deadline for applying?
The deadline for applications is July 3, 2017.
For more information, you should contact one
of the cooperative’s offices at 1-800-333-2859.

CLIP & MAIL - Register by July 3
As members of Southeastern Electric Cooperative, we want to
participate in the three-day tour to East River Electric Power
Cooperative and Basin Electric Power Cooperative facilities.
If we are selected, we will pay thirty dollars ($30) per person
toward the expenses of the three-day tour.
Names: ______________________________ and
(first) (last)

_____________________________________________
(first) (last)

Above: Participants on the
2016 Southeastern Electric Cooperative Couple’s
Tour pose for a photo at
Oahe Dam near Pierre,
S.D. Right: It’s hard hats
and smiles for this 2016
group during its tour of
Antelope Valley Station
near Beulah, N.D.

Location Number(s): ________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
City: _________________________________
State: _______ Zip Code: ___________________
Home Phone Number: ______________________
Cell Phone Number: ________________________
Signed: _______________________________
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Regional Dateline

April 26-29
Black Hills Film Festival
Hill City, SD, 605-574-9454
April 29-30, May 6-7
Pari-Mutuel Horse Racing
Fort Pierre, SD, 605-223-7603
May 12-14
Siouxpercon, Sioux Falls, SD
www.siouxpercon.com
May 19
Tesla Car Rally, Custer, SD
605-673-2244
May 19-20
Sioux Empire Film Festival
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-6000
May 19-21
State Parks Open House and
Free Fishing Weekend
Pierre, SD, 605-773-3391
May 20
South Dakota Youth Track
and Field Championship Meet
Harrisburg High School, 1300
Willow St., Harrisburg, SD
This event for girls and boys
born between 2003-2011
features javelin throw, discus,
shot put, high jump, long
jump, hurdles, relays and a
variety of age-appropriate races, Medals are awarded to 1st
thru 3rd places and ribbons
for 4th thru 6th
Registration begins at $10
for first event and includes a
T-shirt. Registered at
southdakotayouthtrackand
field.com

Events of Special Note

PHOTO COURTESY OF LORI WALDRON, MEMBER OF WEST CENTRAL ELECTRIC

April 22-23
Banff Mountain Film Festival
Rapid City, SD, 605-394-4101

June 21
McCrossan Golf Classic for
Kids and Appreciation BBQ
Elmwood Golf Course
Noon shotgun start
Appreciation BBQ at the Ranch
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-339-1203
www.mccrossan.org

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative.
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event.
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

May 20
Turkey Days, Huron, SD
605-352-0000
May 20-21, 28-29
Pari-Mutuel Horse Racing,
Aberdeen, SD, 605-715-9580
May 26-27
State Track Meet
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-224-9261
May 26-28
South Dakota Kayak Challenge
Yankton, SD, 605-864-9011
May 27-28
Annual SDRA Foothills Rodeo
Wessington Springs, SD
605-770-4370
May 30
26th Annual Kids Art Fest
Yankton, SD, 605-665-9754
June 2-3
Rockin’ Ribfest, Yankton, SD
605-665-2263

June 2-3
Senior Games, Sioux Falls, SD
Contact Scott Junke at
605-367-8222
June 2-4
Fort Sisseton Historical Festival
Lake City, SD, 605-448-5474
June 2-4
Annual Black Hills Quilt Show
and Sale, Rapid City, SD
605-394-4115
June 2-4
Wheel Jam, Huron, SD
605-353-7340
June 2-4
Fish Days, Lake Andes, SD
pattironfeldt@hcinet.net
June 3
Dairy Fest, Brookings, SD
605-692-7539
June 17-18
South Dakota Peach Festival
Sioux Falls, SD

June 23
148th Annual Midsummer
Festival, Dalesburg Lutheran
Church, Vermillion, SD
605-253-2575
www.dalesburg.org
July 22
Holy Smoke Car Show
O’Gorman High School
Sioux Falls, SD
www.holysmokecarshow.org
August 26
McCrossan Boys Ranch Xtreme
Event Rodeo, 4:30 p.m. –
Pre-show entertainment
5:30 p.m. – Rodeo Show
McCrossan Boys Ranch
Campus, 605-339-1203
www.mccrossan.org
September 15-16
Holiday Arts Fall Craft Show
Show, Friday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Masonic Temple, Mitchell, SD
605-248-2526

